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Harvard College, established in 1880 under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 

of Waltham, Mass., with one half the income of this 
Legacy. Such descendants failing, other persons are 
eligible to the scholarships. The will requires that 
this announcement shall be made in every book added 
to the Library under its provisions. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 



FIRST DAT. 



WEDNESDAY, Oct. 25th, 1865. 

The people of the State of Florida, on this, the 25th October, 
in the year of our Lord, Eighteen Hundred and Sixty^ve, through 
their delegates chosen id pursuance of the proclamation of Wn.- 
LiAM Maevin, Provisioned Governor of the State of Flcmda, as- 
sembled in Convention in the hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, in the Capitol of the State, in the cit^ of Tallahassee, and 
thereupon, on motion of Mr. Davidson, of Gadsden, Mr. E. D. 
Tracy, of the county of Nassau, was called to the Chair. Mr. A. 
J. Peeleb, of Tallahassee, was requested to act as Secretary. 

Mr. Tracy, upon taking the chair, thanked the C^mvention for 
the honor conferred upon him by electing him thdr t^aporary 
chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Hogue of Leon, a committee of two consist- 
ing of Messrs. Hogue and Baltzell, was appoin.ted to wait upon 
his excellency Gov. Marvin, Provisional Governor of Flonda, 
and obtain from him a list of the members composing the Con- 
vention. 

The committee appointed to wait upon Gov. Marvin, to obtain 
from him a list of the members of the Convention, reported that 
the committee had pOTformed their duty and prescoited to the 
Convention the following list : 

The following is a list of the Delegates elected to the Conven- 
tion to meet in the city of Tallahaseee, on the 25th day of Octo- 
ber, to amend, alter or change the Constitution of the State, in 
pursuance to the proclamation of Wm. Marvin, Provisional 
Governor of the State : 

Leon County — ^Junius L. Taylor, G. Troup Maxwdl, Thomas 
Baltzell, David P. Hogue. 

Gadsden County — George K. Walker, R, H. M. Davidson, 
Arthur J. Forman. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Jbffebson County — Wm. Capers Bird, W. B. Cooper, 
Asa May. ' 

Haholton OouNXY-^William J. J. Duaoan, Aleii^ander 
Bell. . . ^ * 

Madison County — W. J. Hines, D. G. Livingston. 

Wakulla County — James T. Magbee. 

LiBEBTY County — ^T. D. Nix?on; 

Jackson County — F;, B. Callaway, Felix Leslie, Allen H. 
Bush. ^ : / 

Calhoun County-— Jactson ST. Eichards. 

Taylob County — Wiley W. Whidden. 

Clay County — William Wilson. 

Lafayette County — Moses Simmons. 

Putnam County — Henry S. Teasdale. 

St. John's County — James A. Mickler, Jr. 

Levy County — William R. Coulter. 

Duval County — S* L. BuiTitt. 

Suwannee County — Silas T. Ov^rstr^et. 

CoLXjMBiA County — Silas L. Niblack, Thomas T. Long. 

Nassau County — E. D. Tracy. 

Bakes County — Samuel N. Williams, 

Bradfobd CpUNTY — Johu C. Richard. 

Hillsborough County — James Gettis. 

Mabion County— James A. Wiggins, Thomas J. Pasteur. 

Hbenando County — Samuel E. Hope. 

Monbob County — Daniel H. Whitchurst. 

Dade County — R. R. Fletcher. 

Polk County — Francis A. Hendry. 

Alachua. County— W. Wash. Scott, Samuel Spenceri 

Escambia CouNry — Benjamin, D. Wright, W. W. J. Kelly. 

Walton County — James M. Landrura, John Morrison. 

Holmes County — James G. Owens. 

SuMTEB County — James Love. 

Washington County — Jesse B. Lassiter. 

Obange County — William H. Holding. 

Bbevabd County — James F. P. Johnston. 

Santa Rosa County — Jesse McLellan, G. B. Dycus. 

Volusia CouNTy — A. Richardson. ' , 

WM. MARVIN, Provisional Governor. , 

Sam. J. Douglas, Private Secretary. 

Which was read by the secretary, and on motion of Mr. Hogue 
of Leon, the members of the Convention were called by counties 
according to said list, and the following delegajtes appeared and 
took the foUowing^ath, administered by the temporary ch'air- 
man: 

" You and each of you do solemnly swear well and truly to dis- 
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charge your respective duties and support the constitution of the 
United States.'* 

Leon CoMw^y— Junius L. Taylor, G. Ti-oup Maxwell, Tho<s. 
Baltzell, B. P. Hogue. 

Gadsden County — Geo. K. Walker, R. H. M. Davidson, Ar- 
thur J. Forman. 

Jeffer807% County — W. Capers Bird, W. B. Cooper, Asa May. 

Hamilton County — Wm. J. J. Dun<fe,n, Alexafader Bell. 

Madison County — W. J. Hines, D. G. Livingston. 
' Wakidla County — ^Jaraes ^. Magbee. 

Jackson Cairnty — F. B. Callaway, Felix Leslie, A. H. Bush. 

Calhoun County — Jackson N. Richards. 

Taylor County — Wiley W. Whidden. 

Clay (7oim^//— William Wilson, 

Lafayette County — Moses Simmons. 

iSt, Johns County — Jas. A. Mickler, Jr. 

T^evy County — William R. Coulter. 

Suioannee County — Silas T. Overstreet. 

Columbia Coiinty — Silas L. Niblack, T. T. Long. 

Nassau County — E. D. Tracy. 

Baker County — Sam'l N. Williams. 

Bradf(yrd County — John C. Richard. 
' Marion County — Jas. A. Wiggins, Thos. J. Pasteur. 

Akiehia County — W. W. Scott, Sam'l Spencer. 

Escambia (7otm?;y— Benj. D. Wri^^ht, W. W. J. Kelly. 

Walton County — Jas. M. Landruin. 

Holmes County — Jas. G. Owens. 

Washington Co^mty — Jesse B. Lassiter. 

Brevard County — Jas. F. P. Johnston. 

Santa Rosa County — John McLellan. 

Volusia County — A. Richardson. 

On motion of Mr. Hogue, Mr. Wright of Escambia admin- 
istered the oath to the chairman, Mr. E. D. Ti'acy, of Nassau. 

On motion, the Convention proceeded to the election of a per- 
manent President. 

Mr. Maxwell/of Leon nominated Mr. Thos. Baltzell. 

Mr. Forman of Gadsden nominated Mr. E. D. Tracy. 

Mr. Laudrum of Walton nominated Mr. B. D. Wright. 
' The vote was as follows : 

For Baltzell — Messrs. Taylor, Maxwell, Bird, Cooper, May, 
lEnes, Livingston, Magbee, Whidden, Overstreet^ Long and 
Spencer — 12. 

PoE Tracy — Messrs. Walker, Forman, Duncan, Bell, Wil- 
son, Simmons, Coulter, Niblack, Williams, Richard, Wiggins, 
Pasteur, Scott, Wright, Johnston and Richardson — 16. 

For Wright — Messrs. Baltzell, Hogue, Davidson, Callaway, 
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Leslie, Bush, Richards, Mickler, Tracy, Kelly, Landnim, Owens, 
Lassiter and MoLellan — 14. 

Mr. Lorig of Colnmbia offered the following resolution : 

Mesolved^ That it shall require a majority of all the members 
present of this Convention to elect tl^e Ir'resident and its other 
officers ; 

Which was adopted. 

The Convention then proceeded to a second ballot. 

The vote was as follows : 

FoK Baltzbll — ^Messrs. Taylor, Maxwell, Bird, Cooper, May, 
Hines, Livingston, Magbee, Whidden, Overstreet and Long^-11. 

For Tbaoy — ^Messrs. Walker, Davidson, Forman, Duncan, 
Bell, Wilson, Simmons, Coulter, Niblack, Williams, Richard, 
Wiggins, Pasteur, Spencer, Wright, Johnston and Richard 
son — 17. 
^ For Wright — Messrs. Baltzell, Hogue, Callaway, Leslie, Bush, 
Richards, Mickler, Tracy, Kelly, Landrum, Owens, Lassiter and 
McLellan---13. 

Mr. Maxwell of. Leon withdrew the name of Thos. Baltzell. 

There being no election, the Convention proceeded to a third 
ballot. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Tracy — Messrs. Maxwell, Baltzell, Walker, Davidson, 
Forman, Cooper, May, Duncan, Bell, Livingston, Magbee, Wil- 
son, Simmons, Mickler, Coulter, Overstreet, Williams, Richard, 
Wiggins, Pasteur, Spencer, Wright, Johnston and Richardson — 
24. . 

. For Wright — Messrs. Taylor, Hogue, Bird, Hines, Calla- . 
way, Leslie, Bush, Richards, Whidden, Tracy, Kelly, Landrum, 
Owens, Lassiter and McLellan — 15. 

Whereupon Mr. E. D. Tracy of Nassau, having received a 
majority of the votes of -the members present, was declared duly 
elected permanent President of the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Long of Columbia, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Secretary. ^ 

Mr. Spencer nominated Mr. A. J. Peeler of Leon. 

Mr. Hogue nominated Mr. H. A. Corley of Leon. 
' The vote was : 

For A. J. Peeler — Messrs. Taylor, Maxwell, Baltzell, Walker, 
Davidson, Forman, Bird, May, mnes, Magbee, Callaway, Leslie, 
^ Bush, Richards, Whidden, Overstreet, Long, WiUiams, Wig- 
gins, Pasteur, Spencer, Owens, Lassiter and Richardson — 24. 

For H. A. CoRLET — ^Messrs. Hogue, Cooper, Duncan, Bell, 
Livingston, Wilson, Simmons, Mickler, Coulter, Niblack, Tfacy, 
Richard, Wright, Kelly, Landnim and John3ton — 16. 

Mr. A. J. Peeler having received a majority of the votes of 
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the members present, was declared dtdy elected Secretary of th« 
Convention. 

Mr. Maxwell of Leon offered the following resolution : 

Resoked, That the Secretary dected appoint «uch a number 
of assistants as may be necessary to carry on the business of the 
Convention ; 

Which was adoptcfd. 

On motion of Mr. Long the Convention proceeded to the 
election of a Messenger. 

Mr. Davidson of Gadsden, nominated Mr. 6. W. Floydv 

No other nominations being made, on motion of Mr. David- 
son, Mr. G. W. Floyd Nvasdedared dtily elected Messenger of 
the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Maxwell of Leon the Convention proceeded 
to the election of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. Taylor of Leon, nominated Mr. John H. Rhodes. 

No other nomfnations being madf , oi> mptiop of Mr. Magbee 
of ]^VakuUa, Mr. John H. Rhodes was declared duly elected 
Se'-:?eant-at-Arm8 of fhe Convention. 

^i4i motion of Mr. Davidson of Gadsden, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to the election ot a Door-keeper. 

Mr. Davidson nominated Mr. G. C. Townsend. 

No other nominations being made, on motion of Mr. Hogue, 
Mr. G. Cv Townsend was declared duly elected Door-keeper of 
the Convention. 

Mr. Long oftered ihe following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the Provision^ Governor of the State of Flor- 
ida, William ilARviN, be informed that the Convention is now 
organized lind will be pleased to receive any communications 
which he may wish to make to that body, and that a committee 
of three be.appointe4 tp wait uppn and convey to. him this ex- 
pression of the wish of the Convention ; 

Which was adppted. 

Messrs. Long, Baltzell and Wright were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

The committee r^r^d, and after a brief absence returned to 
the Convention and reported that they had discharged the duty 
assigned them, and that Governor Marvin would at an early mo- 
ment commtmicatie with the Convention. 

Mr. Livingston of Madison offered the following resolution : 

i2e«o/i?«rf, That the President of this Convention make arrange- 
ments with the clergy of this city to open the deliberations of 
this body ivith dafly prayer; 

Which was adopted. • 

Mr. Wiggins of Marion, offered the following resolution : 

JResolv^y That a committee be appointed to prepare Stand- 
ing Rules for the government of this Convention ; and until ssdd 
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committee shall report thereupon, the Standing Rules of the 
House of Representatives, so far as they shaii 1^ applicable to[ 
this body, shall control the same in its deliberations an^ actions ; 

Which wm adopted, and a committee of three was ^point^d 
consisting of Messrs* Wiggins, Baltaell and SpeufEjer to ^epajre 
said Standing Rules. , . . 

The following communication and accompanying documents 
were received from his Excellency the Governor r 



GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. ; 

Me. President ai^u '** * 

/CxENTLEMPJis OF THE OONVWNTJCIN : 

The civil authorities of this State having been overthrown 
in the late civil war, you ai-o convened, «as the delegates of 
the people, vested ;with' authority to amend or alter the Con- 
stitution, or to make a new one, so as to adapt the funda- 
mental law of the State to the present social condition of tlie 
people. You are also vested with authority to initiate 
measures for the re-establishmeht of a State Government, 
and the restoration ot the political relations of the S^tate with 
the General Government. . . 

Willie I wpiiW uot recommend you to adppt any meas'iire 
inconsistejit with tpQ^true I^ondr and ^ interest of the State, . 
I would, at the same time^ recoiiiniend you tQ dopsidcj^ 
calmly and seriously, what thfe true honor and interest ^f tl^e 
State, under the existing circurnstances, require you to do, 
and to do it, in a spirit of frankness and sincerity ]^0)mng 
the representatives of a hiyli-minded, loyal and honoriible 
people. > 
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By the operations and results of the late war, slavery has 
ceased to exist in this State, and the former slave has be- 
come free. It is needless to inquire when, how, or wh^re, 
this change iti the status of the negro was effected; it is 
sufficient to know that the feet exists, and is irrevocable. In 
the rercstablishment of a State gbviernment, it is necessary 
to recognize its existence, and to frame the Constitution ac- 
cordingly. In taking the amnesty oath, you have all sworn 
to support the freedom of the former slave. It is expected, 
therefore, that you will affirmatively declare in the Consti- 
tution, that neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, ex- 
cept as a punishment for crime, whereof the party shall have 
been diily convicted, shall hefeafter exist in this State. This 
clause has been? incorporated into the Constitution of the 
State of Mississippi, Alabama, and oiher SotttHern States 
which have lately held convetitionis. * Slavery extinct, free- 
dona revives; for the public law of this country kn6wsbut 
the two conditions. But I would not leave the fact of the 
revival of freedom to argumeiit pr inference, but would plain- 
ly declare that all the inhabitants of this State, without dis- 
tinction of color, are free. 

The emancipation of the negixj makes it necessary, in my* 
judgment- to defih^, in the Constitution,' with as miich ac- 
curacy as possible, what his civil rights and political privi- , 
leges shall be. It is. not to be expected that two races, near- 
ly equal in numbers, and so unlike as the colored and white 
races of this country are, can live in peace and harmony to- 
gether unless the rights of each are well defined by law, and 
each be niade to'respect the rights of the other. The gov- 
erning power i^ in the hiafid^' of the white ta66, but the col- 
ored race is. to be'free, ^nd' the government is to be admin- 
istered in such a manner as riot to infringe upon its fre<^dom. 
It may be difficult to define, with any degree of accuracy, 
wherein freedom in society and under ^n organized govern- 
ment consists; But T think it may be said, in genenal terms, 
to consist, chiefly, in the right to be ;^rotected, by constitu- 
tional law, in the enjoyment ot life', in the 'acquisition by 
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honest industry of property, in its possession and transmis 
sion to heirs,, in a right to personal security and locomotion, 
and, generaUy, in a right to improve one's intellectual, mor- 
al and relijdous condition, and to pursue happiness accord- 
ing to one's owd ideas of happiness, not interfering wit^ the 
exercise of the same right on the part of others. But free- 
dom does not necessarily include the idea of a participation 
in the affairs of government. The privilege of voting at 
elections, the capacity to hold office, or to sit on juries, are 
not essential rights of freedom. They . are privil^es con- 
ferred or duties enjoined upon certain persons or classes of 
persons by the supreme power of the State, for and on ac- 
count of the public good, and the persons or classes of per- 
sons upon whom these privileges are conferred or these du- 
ties enjoined, may be increased or diminished, within rea- 
sonable limits, without impairing rights of freedoi?i, according 
as that power may determine. Persons may be free without 
the capacity to hold office, to sit on a jury, or to vote at 
elections. The English people are free, and yet not one-tenth 
of the adult male populatioii are entitled by law to vote at 
elections or to sit on juries. In our own State, foreigners 
are not entitled to vote or to sit on juries until they have been 
naturalized, yet they are free ; women and children are not 
entitled to vote, or hold office, or sit on a jury, yet they 
are free. 

The subject of the elective franchise will necessarily come 
before you for consideration and review. The present Consti- 
tution confers. this privilege upon all male white persons of 
the age of twenty-one years and upwards, who are citizens 
of the United States, and who have resided in the State one 
year, and in the cotmty b^ months, and on no others. Col- 
ored persons are excluded from voting. Whether you will 
add to or diminish the number of voters by changing the 
qualifications, is a question for you to consider and decide. 
In. that decision, the people of this State are mainly inter- 
ested, but not "solely — for persons qualified to vote for mem- 
bers of the General Assembly of the State, will, also, be 
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i'! 
qualified, under the Constitution of the United States, to 

vote for Presidential electors and members of the House of 
Kepresentatives. People of other States are therefore in- 
terested, though in a much less degree, in the decision you 
may make. 

Shall the elective franchise be conferred upon the col- 
ored racJe, and if so, upon what terms and qualifications ? 
I am not advised that the President has expressed his views 
or wfshes on this subject, and I know no more of the views 
or wishes of the members of Congress than is generally 
known. I cannot think, however, that, if the Convention 
shall abolish slavery and provide proper guarantees for the 
protection and security of the persons and property of the 
freedmen, the Congress will refuse to admit our senators 
and Representatives to their seats, because the freedmen 
are not allowed to vote at the State and other elections. 
When the question of their admission shall arise, I think 
the main inquiry will be, not are the freedmen allowed to 
vote, but aire tfcey guaranteed, in the Constitution, protec- 
tion and security for their ^persons and "their property. It . 
does not appear to me, that the public good of this State 
or of the nation at large would be promoted by con- 
ferring, at the present time, upon the freedmen, the elective 
franchise. Neitlier the white people noi* the colored people 
are pr^ared for »o radieid a change in their 8<»cial relations. 
Nor hav^ I any reason to beHeve,^ that any ^onedderable 
number of the freedmen desire to possess this privilege. 
What they desire and what they have a right, in my judg- 
ment, to require is, that they slwdl be> guaranteed protection 
in the enjoyment of iiU the righte which properly belong to 
their condition. as .frieemen,, and,; that ^this' protection shall 
not be dependent upcfn the varying and Uncertain action 
of the Jjegislatore. It ife protection, and nob politio^ privi- 
l^es,':tbat: they need and desire; and the problem to be 
solved is, how to secure them this protection, without th^r 
participation in the business of the Government. If they 
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have the same protection for their rights that the white man 
has, they will have no ground to complain. 

Great changes have beeneffected in tlio sentiments and 
opinions of men, ]N"orth and South, in regard to the institu- 
tion of slavery, during the last four years. The Congress, 
at its last session, by a joint resolution of both IlouSes, pro- 
]>osed to the Legislatures of the several States, as an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, the follow- 
ing article: "§1. N^either slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 
liave been duly convicted, sliall exist within tlie United 
States or any placesubject to their juns(licti(>n, and Congress 
shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate le- 
gislation." Upon the ratification of this article by three- 
fourths of the Legislatures of the several States, it becomes 
a part of the Constitution of the United States. The news- 
papers inform us, that it has already been ratified by that 
number, less two. Upon the re-assembling of the Legisla- 
^tures, it is highly probable, that it will be ratified by the 
requisite number Now, the people of this State do not de- 
sire tliat their domestic a^Eairs shall be the subject of dis- 
cussion and legislation in the halls of Congress* But they 
most assuredly will be, unless we accept fully the fneedom 
of the negro, and^ive to him the same security and protec- 
tion for his person and property which we give to the white 
man. 

Heretofore the negro, in a* condition of slavery, was, to a 
large extent, under the power and protection oF his master^ 
who felt an interest in his welfare, not only because he was 
a dependent and had been raised, perhaps, in his femiljy,but 
because he was his property. Now he jhas no sufeh protector, 
and unless he finds protection ifi the courts of justice, he 
becomes the victim of every wicked, depraved and bad 
man, whose avarice may prompt him to refuse the payment 
of his just wages and whose angry and revengeful pa^ions 
juay excite him to abuse and maltreat the helpless being 
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placed by liis freedom beyoad the pale of protection of any 
kind. 

Muck sensitiveness is felt, in this and other Southern 
States, upon the subject of the admissibility of negro testi- 
mony in the courts of justice for or against white persons. 
For myself, now that the negro is free, I do not feel any 
such sensitiveness. I do not perceive the philosophy or ex- 
pediency of any rule of evidence which shuts out the truth 
from the hearitig of the jury. It may be said, that the in- 
tention of the rule is to shut out falsehood ; but how can it 
be known to tlie jury whether tjie testimony be true or false 
until they have heard it, and compared it vv'ith the other 
testimony in the case? The admission of negro testimony 
should not be regarded as a privilege granted , to the negro, 
but as the right of the State, in all criminal prosecutions, to 
have his testimony, in connection. with other testimony, to 
assist to establish the guilt of the accused, and it ought, re- 
ciprocally, to be the right of the accused to have such testi- 
mony to establish his innocence. But the question of the 
admissibility of negro testimony is merely incidental to the 
main subject, which is — the duty of the State to protect the 
n^ro in the exercise and enjoyment of his rightB of freedom. 
If this duty can be adequately performed, and the rights of 
the negro fully secured, without his being allowed to make 
oath before the courts of the wrong$ and injuriee done him, 
then the interest of the State to have his tesximony admitted 
will be so greatly lessened as to reduce tie question to one 
pf comparatively much less importance. 

If the colored race in this country can ho. fully and fairly 
protected in the^exercise and enjoyment of their newly ac- 
quired rights of freedom, then, in my judgment, they will 
be a quiet and contented people, unambitious of any politi- 
cal privileges, or of any participation in the aflfairs of the 
government. Protected in their persons and property, they 
may be stimulated to be industrious and economical by a 
desire to acquire property in order to educate themselves 
and their children, and improve their physical, moral and 
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intellectual condition. They may, also, be stimulated to 
labor by making vagrancy an oflfence punishable by tempo- 
rary involuntary servitude. Feeling the power of the State 
over them to protect them when they do right and to punish 
them when they do wrong, they will soon learn to venerate 
and respect its 9,uthority, and under a wise administration 
of the government and a vigorous enforcement of the laws, 
they will have, a fair chance to work out their destiny, in a 
(iondition of freedom, as God in His wisdom may have ap- 
pointed. What their condition as a race may be at the end 
of fifty or a hundred years, I do not think any person is 
wise enough to predict. But we may reasonably hope and 
believe that, they will progress and improve in intelligence 
Hud civilization, and become, not many years hence, the best 
free agricultural peasantry, for our soil and climate, that the 
world has ever seen. But if, on the other hand, this protec- 
tion, this equality of justice, is not fully accorded to them, 
they will be deprived of the ordinary motives to industry 
and economy. Industry will be to them no more profitable 
than idleness. Discontent will j)revail, and iii the end the 
peace of society be disturbed and the welfare of the State 
seriously affected. 

I recommend, that the Convention shall, by some suitable 
provision to be iiserted in th^ Constitution, protect the 
colored in common with the white race in their liberty and 
in their rights of person and property, and guard the two 
races against discriminations to le made between them by 
the courts or Legislature in any matter touching these rights, 
and not leave the subject to the uncertain and varying action 
of the Legislature. I think a clause may be so drawn as to 
accomplish this object, and at the same time exclude the 
colored people from any participation fh the affairs of the 
government. I recommend^ also, the passage of an ordi- 
nance declaring that no person shall' be incompetent as a 
witness, on account of his color, in any matter, civil or crimi- 
nal, wherein the State, or the life, liberty or rights of person 
or propertj'^ of any colored person ia concerned. 
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I recommend, that the Convention shi&ll pass an ordinance 
declaring that the ordinance called the ordinance of seces- 
sion, passed by a convention of the people on the 10th day 
of Jannary, 1861, was and is null and void ; and an addi- 
tional ordinance annulling or ratifying such other ordinances, 
acts of the legislature and judicial proceedings, as the in- 
terest of the State may require. 

The intelligence of the Convention will not fail to realize 
the great changes which have been wrought in the social 
fabric of the State, and to appreciate the importance of 
making such amendments in the Constitutipn, if any be 
necessary, as will permit the establishment of a strong police 
magistracy by the legislature, and secure the enforcement 
of the criminal laws of the land. - < 

I herewith transmit, for the information of the Conven- 
tion, a report made by the Treasurer, showing the condition 
of the Treasury and the School, Seminary and Internal Im- 
provement fiinds. 

It will give me pleasure to co-operate with the Convention 
in any measures it may see fit to adopt for the promotion of 
the prosperity and Welfare of the State. 

May Almighty God, in whose hands are the destinies of 
all the nations of the earth, and without whose blessing all 
your work will be in vain, enlighten your understandings, 
so that you may see, and incline your wills so that you may 
do, whatever will advance His glory and promote the peace, 
the happiness and the welfare of all the people of our be 
loved State. 

WILLIAM MAKTIN, 

Provisional Governor. 
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FINMOES OF THE STATE. 



Tallahassee, October 20, 1865. 

His Excellency, William Maevin, 

Provisional Governor of Florida ; 
Sir : Agreeable to your request, I herewith respectfully sub- 
mit the statements showing the financial transactions at the State 
Treasury Office' since the date of my last report, Oct. 31, 1864. 
I am, respectfully, yours, 
^ C. H. AUSTIN. 



TREASURER'S REP'ORT. 

The Treasurer in account icith the State of Florida : 
1865. DR. ^ 

Oct. 20.— To balance report, Nov. 1, 1864, viz : 
6 per cent. Confederate Bond Cer- 
tificates, $95,700 00 
7.30 Confederate Bonds, 26,200 00 • 
Florida Treasury Notes, (redeemecl,) 36,762 60 
" on hand, 311,214 72 

$459,877,32 
Less redeemed. Notes, destroyed 

by AssV Committee, , 26;762 60— $433,114 72 

To amount State Treasury Notes i:e- . 

ceived from the Governor, ' 350,000 00 

To amount returned on account des- 
titute soldiers families, 15,180 00 
To amount returned on clothing 

troops, . 3,800 00 

To amount rttumed on military pur- 
poses, 200 00 
To amount returned on sick and 

wounded soldiers, 10,000 00 

To amount" returned! pn Contingent 

Fund, 524 00 

To amt r^eivecX on revenue 1864, $82,711 84 
1863, 1,113 75 
1861, 72 59 ' 

" « 1859, 540 47 

" Licenses, 540 00 

" Auction Tax, 1,212 87— 86,191 52 

" " " sale public lands, • 5,381 75 

" " " escheated estates, 290 00 

$904,681 99 
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1865. 



CR. 



Oct. 20.-— By amounts disbursed on Warrants, viz : 
For destitute families of soldiers, 
For clotliing Florida Troops, 
For sick and wounded soldiers, 
* For Military purposes, 
For 13th General Assembly, 
For Printing and Publishing, 
For Special Acts, 

For Contingent Fuqd, « 

For Judicisu Department, » 

For Executive do 
For Juror? and State Witnesses, 
Fn]7^] r\\nm\\ Prosi^'utions, 
For 8it >»• mt* Co \r\ 

For (Ji-rtirtcates, Sparkman, Dyclies 
aud Htiiers, (Intllan War Claims,) 

For Int. ©n Scrip, (Indian War Claims,) 

For ^'lerk hire for Executive, 

For Taxes refunded. 

For (Vnsiis, 

For Repairs of Capitol, . 

For Expenses State Treasuiry Notes, 

For balance, viz : 

Certificates for 6 per cent. Confederate 

Bonds, $105,000 00 

7.30 Confederate Bonds, 26,400 00 

0<>i^fed<?rj^te Treasury Notes, • 81,475 89 

Florida Treasury Notes, 258,401 80 



1337,183 33 


35,344 00 


17,781 00 


11,944 95 


18,093 50 


16,729 25 


12,200 00 


11,590 20 


10,400 00 


3,950 00 


2,303 55 


. 2,511 78 


649 40 


528 85 


356 18 


50 60 


140 80 


349 00 


330 00 


693 00 


276 00 



1— . 421,277 75 
$904,681 90 



STATEMENT OF STATE TREASURY NOTES. 



Amount of Issue per statement of Dec. 5, 1864, 
Amount received fronvGov. A. K. Allison since 
that period, 



$1,886,640 36 
; 850,000 00 
$2,236,640 35 



Deduct amount received from sales of land and 

destroyed by Committee of AwiemMy to pe- 

riod of statement above referred to, $88,824 15 

Deduct amount receiired from aaine source and 

destroyed by CoinmUtee smce that period, 26,762 60 
Deduct amount rec'd from *8ame «oiilice marked 

*' redeemed," and on hand, - 5,381 75 

Deduct amount on hand, ' 258,401 86— 379,370 36 



Outstanding, 



$1,857,269 99 
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The Treasurer in Account with the School Fund : 

1865. DR 

Oet. 20— To bala'hce report Nov. 1, 1864, viz : 6 per cent. 

Confederate Bond certificates, $40,500 00 

" 7.80 " u u 900 00 

** Florida notes, y 238 tt 



♦4i;638 72 



186.5. CR 

Jan. 1.— Paid warrant 650 for H. A. Corley, Register, 175 00 

April I. " ** 100 '* " *' 175 00 

" " 509 " ** ** 14,583 80 

7 " H. J. Stewart. 119 19 

Balance, viz: f 

6 per cent, Confed. bond certificates, $25,000 00 
7.30 " " " 900 00 

*^ notes 447 00 

Florida not c^ 238 72— 26,5^5 '78 



$41,638 72 



yVic Treasurer in account wi$h the Senunari/ Fund: 

\mi. DR 

Orr. 20.— To balance report Nov. 1, 1864, viz; 

6 per cent Confed. bond certificate^, $18,300 00 
7.30 " ii 400 00 

Florida notes. 224 47— $18,924 47 

1.^4, CR 

Nov. -48/— To pd Warrant 496 fav. M- M. Simmons, 91 52 
186^1. 

.Ian. I.- •* " *^ 628 ^ W. D. Skull, 1,500 00 

*^ " - 651 '* H. A. Corley, Reg., 175 00 

Apjill. ^^ ■** ♦. 101 u u u 44 "175 00 

$1,941 52 
To InUance, viz: 
6 per ct Con. bond cerU's, 16,000 00 
, iM - " 400 00 

OonYederate notes, 358 48 

Sttte not«8, 224 47—16,982 95— $18,924 47 



7?/^, TrfjhVfT^r bh aecomd with the Board qf Tru^tf^s of the In- 
tenwd Imj^omm^nt Mmd: 

\mn, DR 

Oct. 20.— To balanre report Nov. 1, 1864, viz: 

Certfs for 6 per cent. Confed. lH)nds, $75,100 00 
7:^ Confederate bolld^ 8,700 00 

Florida not«», 1,271 15-$84,(^71 15 
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Jau. 37. To received from Atlantic & Gulf Central R R. 
Co. on Sinking Fund account for pe- 
riod to January, 1864, 

Mch 29. To received from Florida K. R Co. on net earn- 
ings account, 

Apl IQ. To received from Pensacola & Georgia R R Co. 
on net eamitigs account for period 
of Dec. 1862, to Dec. 1864, 
13. To received from Tallahassee R R Co. on sink- 
ing fund account for period from 
June 1, 1863, to Dec. 81, 1864, 
To received from on interest account, 



5,550 Ot) 
1,500 00 

184,884 91 



1864 
Dec. 

1865. 
Jan. 



CR. 

21.--By paid J. B. Galbraith, At'y, on ac't 
collecting land notes. 



Feb. 10. 



14 



By paid Ints. on Florida R R Co. 

bonds, ' 

By paid Treasurer's expenses attend- 
ing Stockholders' meeting, Atlan- 
tic & Gulf R It Co., Lake City, 
By paid 4th quar. Sal. '64 H. A. Cor- 

ley, Salesman, 
By paid C. H. Austin, Treasurer, 
" ". for 12,000 Confd States 8 

per cent, bonds for Sinking Fund 

Account, 
Accrued interest. 
By paid Int. on $5,700 bonds of St, 

Johns and Indian River Canal Co., 
By paid for $500 Confd 8 per cent. 

bonds for Sinking Fund Ae't, 
Accrued interest, 
M'ch 29. By paid Int on Fiwida R R Co. 

boadSy 
By paid for $3,000 Conf 'd 8 per cent 

bonds for Sinking Fund Ac't, 
By paid J. B. Gall>raith, At'y, on ac't 

collecting land notes. 
By paid 1st quar. Salary '65 H. A. 

Corley, Salesman, 
By paid C. H. Austin, Treasurer, 
By paid for $1,050 Confd 8 per cent. 

bonds for Sinking Fund Ac't, 
By paid Int. on Pen. & Geo. R R. 

Co. bonds. 
By balance, viz, Cettil for 6 per cent 

Confd bonds, 

7.80 Confd bonds, 
" notes, 
• Florida 



20. 
21. 



Apr'l 5. 



10. 



1 


5,150 60 




4,816 61 


$236,473 27 




$500 00 




3,570 00 




60 00 


^200 00 




200 00— 


400 00 


2,000 00 




20 00— 


2,020 00 




816 00 


500 00 




5 55— 


505 55 




1,785 00 




3,000 00 




500 00 


200*00 




200 00— 


400 00 




1,050 00 




52,451 00 


75,100 00 




8,700 00 




84,844 57 




1,271 15— 169,415 72 



$286,473 27 
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ASSETS. 



Rail Road Stooks : 



Florida RaDroad, 




$208,000 00 


Pen. &. Geo. Railroad, 

Pla. Atlantic & Gulf Cen. Railroad, 




67,000 00 




20,700 00-295,700 00 


BOl^DS. 






Fla. R R. Co., 

Pen. &. Geo. R. R Co., 




95,000 00 




89,000 00 


Pla. Atlan. & Gulf Cen. R R Co., 




28,000 00 


Tallahassee R R Co., 




8,600 00 


" " (Int) 




2,000 00 


Gadsden Co., 




1,160 00 


Calhoun " bal, 




44 92 


Conf 'd Cotton bonds, 


20,000 




7.30 Conf M bonds, 


•8,700 


^ 


6 per cent. Certificates, 


75,100- 


-103,800 00-267,594 92 


LAND NOTES. 




Register's List, 




4,936 78 


Int Imp. " 




881 60— 5,817 38 




(668,612 80 



SINKING FUND OF INT. IMP. BONDS. 



1865. RECEIPTS. 

Jan. 27.— From Florida, Atlantic & Gulf Central R R Co., Jt 5^50 00 

" Tallahassee R R Co., 5,150 00 

" Interest account, 4,817 21 

Balance last report, 161 75 



1865. INVESTMENTS. ' 

Feb. 14—12,000 Con. 8 per ct bonds, 
accrued interest, 
21. $500 Confed. 8 per ce\it. bonds, . 
accrued interest, 
Mch29. 3,000 Confed. bonds, 
April 7. 1^50- ," " 

Balance embraced in Int. Imp. account 
balance of $84,344.57 Con. Tread, 
notes," 

ASSETS. 
Tallabassee Railroad Company bonds, 
Florida, Atlantic & Gulf lUilroad Oompany bonds, 
Confederate States bonds, 





$15,178 96 


2,000 00 




20t)0 




500 00 




5 55 




3,000 00 




1,050. 00 




8,603 41- 


-$15,178 90 




$ 8,500 00 




6,000 00 




55,350 00 



$69;850 00 
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STATEMENT OF THE BONDED DEBT OF THE STATE. 



BONDS OP 1856. 
Am't sold School and Seminrfly Funds in 1858, $59,000 00 

" ** Internal Improv€baent " " '" 84,000 00 

" " by Gov. Broome in 1858, to the govH a^ Washington, 50,000 00 
" " by Gov. Perry in Charleston, 1860, 58,000 00 

" " by Gov. Milton to School Fund in 1862, e>,000 00 

,1200,000 00 
Bonds of 1861 issued for Indian war claims per .report of 1862, 4,125 00 
Bonds issued to the School Fund under ch. 1350, act 84, 99,500 00 

Bonds issued to the Semn'y Fund under ch. 1350, under act 34, 60,992 00 

$370,617 00 

The bonds of 1856 have a sinking fund (as required by the law,) con- 
fisting of $29,500 of Virginia and North Carolina bonds. 

There were $297,500 of the bonds of 1861 deposited with the Confed- 
erate States Government at Richmond, in lieu of that amount of their 
Treasury notes. 



On motion the communication was read, and 500 copies, with 
the accompanying documents, ordered -to be printed for the use 
of the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Bush ©f Jackson county, a committee of 
three was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Bush, Maxwell and 
Davidson, to contraotfor the printing necessaiy for the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Bush of Jackson county offered the following resoltition: 

Resolved^ That th^ following ComimtW^s be appointed to 
draft, for the consideration of the Convention, separate articles of 
a Constitution for the State of Florida : : . 

A Committee on the Pi-eamble, Declaratiofii and Bill of Rights. 

A Committee on the Executive Department. 
' A Committee on the Le^slative Department. 

A Committee on the Judicial Depatlment.; -. 

A Committee on tke Ri^ht of Sqffi*Age and Qudifioation of 
Officers. _ ' ^ 

A Committee on Civil Officeis, Officers and Impeachment,. and 
Removals from Office. 

A Committee on the Militia. ^ 

A Committee on Taiatidn and Revenue/ > 

A Committee on Census and the Apportionment of Represim- 
tation. 

A Committee on Public Domain and Property iEind. Internal 
Improvements. ' ; 
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A Committee on Banking and other Incorporations. 

A Committee on Boundaries. 

A Committee on Amendments and Revision of the Constitu- 
tion. 

A Committee on General Provisions, including all subjects con- 
nected with the colored population of the State. 

A Committee on Schedule and Ordinances. 

A Committee on Federal Relations. 

A Committee on Engrossment, charged with superintending ' 
the recording of the Journal of the Convention. 

And that each of said Committees, respectively, be instructed 
to make report by Saturday next. 

Pending the adoption of which, on motion of Mr. Walker of 
Gadsden county, the Convention adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 



SECOND D A. Y. 



THURSDAY, Oct. 26th, 1865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum 
present. 

The Rev. Andrew J. Woldridge officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Hoffue, the reading of the journal of yes- 
terday was dispensed witn. 

On motion of Mr. Long, the members present who were not 
sworn on yesterday were requested to come forward and be 
sworn. 

Whereupon the following members presented themselves and 
were duly sworn by the President, viz : 

From Semando county — Sam'l E. Hope. 

JFhom SiUsborcnigh county — James Gettis. 

JF¥o» Polk courdy — ^Francis A. Hendry. 

trom Manatee county — ^James D. Green. 

From Monroe county — Daniel H. Whitehurst. 

The resolution offered on yesterday by Mr. Bush, respecting 
the appointment of certain Committees, was taken up tor con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Walker of^ed the following resolution as a substitute 
for the original resolution offered by Mr. Bush : 

Be it resolved^ That a committee of thirteen be appointed, 
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whose duty it shall be to consider the alterations and amend- 
ments to the Constitution which are necessary. 

Mr, Maxwell offered the following resolution as a substitute 
for the substitute of Mr. Walker : 

Be it resolved^ That the Convention in Committee of the 
Whole take up the Constitution formed at St. Joseph in 1838, 
and consider it, article by article, in regular order, and alter and 
amend as may be necessary. 

The substitute offered by Mr. Maxwell was rejected. 

Upon the question of adopting the substittite offered by Mi*. 
Walker, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Magbee 
and .Bush, and were us follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baltzell, Davidson, Forman, Green, Hogue, 
Livingston, Maxwell, May, Pasteur, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, 
Whidden, WiUiams and Wright — 16. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Bird, Bush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Duncan, Gettis, Hendry, Hines,' Hope, John- 
ston, KdUy, Landrum, Leslie, Long, Magbee, McLelkvi, Mickler, 
Isiblack, Oversfreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richardson, 
iScott, Simmons, Wbitehurst, Wiggins and Wilson — 31. 

So the substitute was rejected: 

On motion of Mr. Bush; Uie original resolution was amended 
by adding the words " if practicable," 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Livingston, the Secretary of the Convene 
lion was requested to furnish this Convention with a copy of the 
jourcted of the last House of Representatives, an4 a copy of t)ie 
journal of proceedings and ^ordinances of the Suite Convention 
of 1861, aii4 also a copy of the proceedings and Constitution of 
the St. Joseph'* Conventiori in 1838. 

The committee appointed to prepare Standing Rules for the 
Convention, through their chairmap, Mr- ^ig^os* reported that 
they recommended the adoption ot tiie rules of the last; House of 
Representatives of Florida so far as they are applicable to this 
ConventioD, 

Which report was received and concurred in, and said rules 
were adpptea/and 75 cppies thereof ordered to be printed. 

The committee appointed to contract for the printing for the 
Convention made the following report : 

The committee to which was assigned the duty of comtracting 
for the necessary printing for the Convention beg leave to 

REPORT: 

^Fhat they have received the Allowing proposition iV^in Me»8ir^. 
Dyke & Sparhawk, the only printers in the 4^t]r prepaped to do 
the work, vie: ' * 
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Florvdian Offic?:» 



Ta,llahassee, Oct. 25th, 1865.^ j 
Messrs. A. H. Bush, G. Troup MAXWEtt and R. H. M. Da- 
vidson, Committee. ; ^ 
GentUmeh : We propose to do the Printing of the Convention 
at the following rates : 

For all miscellaneons printing, such as daily slips ot* proceed- 
ings, reports of committees, ordinances ordered to be printed, 
messages, reports, &c., one and a half cents (1^) per hundred 
words, coirating and famishing one hundred (lOO) <5opie8. All 
copies over one hundred (100) to be charged at the cost of paper, 
press- W(^rk, folding and st4tching. The daily slips of pro(-eedin t>:s 
to be lf>id on the tables of members every nioraing; 
^ We will furnish five hundred (600) copies of the Jouiiwil xA^ 
the COMvebtion, in .pamphlet foi*m, at twp dollai's ($2.00) per 
printetl page,' counting one copy. Sliould the Con\'ention desire 
more than 500 co))ies, 35 cents per page for every a<Jdit5onal 
hundi*ed copies. ' , . - 

We are, gehtlemcn, \ 

yety respeotfuHy, '^ 

DYKE & SPARHAWK: 
These charges are higlier than those which rttled b^orc the 
war, but are not di6J)rojbortionate to the increased price of othiei- 
labor anrf property. We, therefore, have concluded to make the 
contract on the proposed terms. 
All which is re^ectiblly submitted. 

A. H. BUSH, €haiTman. 
' R. H. M. DAVmsON, 

^ . ^ G, T. M AX*Wto^. 

Wlu(^ was read an4 cotJcun*ed in. '^ 

Mif. B\ish* moved that th^^^ommittees to b« appointed under 
the resolution of the' Convention consistl^of s^ven members; 

Which motion was not agreed to. ' 

On motion of Mr. Hogue, said committees were ordered to 
consist of five meraWs e5ih. 

On motion, the Convention took a recess^ tintil So^cWcflc, P.M. 



3 O'CLOCK, P: M.- . 

The Convention resumed its session— a quorum present. 
'Rte'PrelHfeiit announced the appoinlment of vtlie fbWowing 
Standing Cofntnititees: ' • ^ • ^ 
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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE CONVENTION. 

Committee on the Preamble, Declaration and Bill of MigMs : 

Messrs. BALTZELL, " WRIGHT, 

GETTIS, OVERSTREET. 

WIGGINS, 

Committee on the Meeeutive Department : 

Messrs. WALKER, FORMAN, 

NIBLACK, LESLIE. 

KELLY, 

Committee on the Legislative Department : 

Messrs. DAVIDSON, GETTIS, 

BTTSH, LONG. 

MAXWELL, 

Committee on the Judicial Department, : 

Messrs. BUSH, GETTIS, 

BALTZELL, HOGUE. 

LONG, 

Committee on the Right of Suffrage and Qualifications of Offi- 
cers : 

Messrs. KELLY, SPENCER, 

SCOTl', WILLIAMS. 

WALKER, 

Committee on Civil Ounces, Officers and Impeachment and Re- 
mxtvaisfrom Office: 

Messrs. HOGUE, HINES, 

OVERSTREET, • PASTEUR. 

Committee on Militia: 

Messrs. SCOTT, ' HOPE, 

MAXWELL, RICHARD. 

DAVIDSON, 

Committee on Taxation and Revenue : 

Messrs. FORMAN, TAYLOR, 

NIBLACK, RICHARDSON. 

BIRD, 
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Committee on Census and ihe Apporti»ranent of Bqaresentation : 

Messrs. NIBLACK, RICHARDS, 

WIGGINS, JOHNSTON. 

CALLAWAY, 

Committee on JPublio Domain and I^operty and Internal Imr 
jprovements : 

Messrs. LONG, McLELLAN, 

WRIGirr, HOPE. 

GETnS, 

Committee on Banking and other Incorporations : 

Messrs. WRIGHT, BALTZELL, 

SPENCER, SIMMONS. 

BELL, 

Committee on Boundaries : 

Messrs. MAGBEE, GREEN, 

RICHARDSON, DUNCAN, 

WHTTEHURSTj SCOTT. 

Committee on uhn^ndments andBemsion of the Constitution: 

Messsrs. WIGGINS, DAVIDSON, 

HOGUE, MICKLER, 

LONG, 

Committee on General I^ovisUms, including aU sttbjects connec- 
ted with the Colored P(^pulation of the /State : 

Messrs. GETTIS, , LIVING STON, 

NIBLACK, WHITEHURST, 

SPENCER, 

Committee on Schedule and Ordinances : 

Messrs. MAXWELL, FORMAN, 

LIVINGSTON, • OWENS. 

COULTER, 

Committee on Federal Melations : 

Messrs. LANDRUM, 'LASSETER, 

WRIGHT, MAY. 

WALKER, 
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Committee on Migro9smefUj charged toith superintending the 
recording of the Jbumal of the Convention : 

Messrs. BIRD, COOPER^ 

LIVINGSTON, TATLOR. 

HINES, 

Committee on Mnance^ Accounts and State Liabilities : 

Messrs. LIVINGSTON, WILLIAMS, 

GETTIS, KELLY. 

MAGBEE, 



Mr. Long moved that the Editors and Reporters of the Press 
of this and other States be admitted to seats on the floor ; 

Which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Wiggins, it was ordered that 75 copies of 
the Standing Committees be printed. 

Mr. Magbee moved that a committee of five be appointed on 
Finance, Accounts and State Liabilities ; 

Which motion was agreed to, and the President appointed 
Messrs. Livingston, Gettis, Magbe^fe, Williams and Kelly to con- 
stitute said committee. 

Mr. Johnston moved* that the Convention adjourn until to- 
morrow momipg, & o'clock ; 

Which wag not agreed to. 

Mr. Johnston moved that the CouYeotion adjourn until to- 
morrow morning, half jpast 9 o'clock ; 

Upon which motion the yeas and nir^s were dalled for by 
Messrs. Johnston and Scott, and were as follows : 

Teas — Messrs. Bird, Duncan, Hendry, Johnston, Pasteur, 
Scott, Spencer and Wiggins — 8. i . ^ 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bush, Davidson, 
Gettis, Green, Hogtie, KeUy, Landmm, Livingston, Long^ Mag^ 
bee, May^ MdLellan, Mickler, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Ridi- 
ards, Simmons, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Williams 
and Wright— 27. 

So the Convention r^ftmed to adjourn. 

Mr. Johnston moved that the Convention adjourn until to- 
morrow inoming, half past 8 o'dook ; ' 

Upon Wtiioh motion the yeas and navs were (Med ibr by 
Messrs. Johnston and Scott, and were as k>Uows : 

Teas — tdpiAtn. Duncan, Hendiy, Johnston, Scott, Spencer and 
Wilson-re.. 

Nays-^i^. President, Mesdro. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Cal-' 
laway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Gettis, Green, Hogne, Hope, 
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Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Long, Magbee, 
May, McLellan, Mickler, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Pasteur, 
Richard, Richards, Simmons, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, White- 
hurst, Wiggins, Williaps and Wright— 37. 

So the Convention reflised t# adjourn. 

Mr- Magbee moved that the Convention adjourn un^ to-mor- 
j-ow mormng, 10 o'clock ; » 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Long anA Niblack, and were as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, Callawajr, Davidson, Dun- . 
can, Forman, Gettis, Green, Hogue, Kelly, Landrum, Leslie, 
Magbee, McLellan, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Richard,^ Rich- 
ards, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins and Wright — 25. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Coulter, Hendry, John- 
ston, Livingston, Long, May, Mickler, Pasteur, Scott, Simmons, 
Spencer, Taylor, Williams and Wilson — 16. • 

So the Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 
o'clock, • 



THIRD DAY.. 



FRIDAY, October 27th, 1865. . ' 

The Convention: rnet , pursuant to acjjouriiment-^a quorum 
present. ' . • r 

The Rev, E. L. T. Blake officiated as Chapla^in. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday," was dis- 
pensed with. ' . ' , 

Mr. Wig^us introduced an ordinance to annul tbe l)r4inance 
of secession ; . 

Which was r^ the firpt time. ^ . - 

Mr. Magbee moved that 100 copies of the ordinate beprintr 
ed and that the ordinance be placed- am<Hag the orders of the 
day| , ,. .-f 

Which motion was not agreed to. : * ^ 

On motion of Mr. Bush, the rules were waived and the ordi- 
nance was read a second time by its .title. 

Mr. Johnstoh moved that the rules be waived And th^ ordi- 
nance be read a third time by its title ; ^ ,. 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Baltxell an,d Walker, and were as follows : 
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Teas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. .Bell, Bird, Bush, Callaway, 
Coulter, Duncan, Gettis, Green, Hendry, Hines, Hope, Johnston, 
Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Mickler, Niblack, Overstreet, Rich- 
ard, Richards, Richardson, Spencer, Whidden, Whitehurst, 
Williams and Wilson — 27. 

Nays — Messrs. Baltzell, Cooper, Davidson, Forman^ Hogue, 
Kelly, Livingston, Long, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, 
Owens, Pasteur, Scott, Simmons, Taylor, Walker, Wiggins and 
Wright— 20. 

So the Convention refused to waive the rules, four-fifths of 
the members not voting therefor. 

On motion of Mr. Magbee, the ordinance was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. James Love, the delegate from Sumter County, came for- 
ward and was duly sworn and took his seat in the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Davidson, leave of absence was granted to • 
Mr. Owens until Monday next. ' . 

The Secretary stated to the President, for the information of 
the Convention, that in pursuance of Mr. Livingston's motion 
on yesterday, instructing him to furnish for the use of the Con- 
vention a copy of the journal of the last House of Representa- 
tives, and a copy of the jounial of proceedings and 04*dinances 
of the State Convention of 1861, and also' a copy of the pro- 
ceedings and constitution of the St. Josephs' Convention of 
1888, that he has been able to procure only a suflScient number 
of the journal of proceedings and ordinances of the State Con- 
vention of 1861 for the use of the Standing Committees, and 
that these will be furnished to the Chairmen of said Committees, 
unless otherwise directed by the Conyention ; and that of the 
Constitution made at St. Josephs' in 1838 he has been able to 
find only five copies of the Acts of the 5th General Assembly of 
the State of 1850 and ^51^ in which this Constitution appears as 
a whole, with the amendments separate made up to that date. 

The Committee on the Preamble, Declaration and Bill of 
Rights, made the following report : 

To the Hon. the Convention of the State of Florida : 

The Committee to whom was referred the Preamble, Decla- 
ration and Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the State, have 
performed that duty and directed me to report the following 
provisions in reference thereto. 

THOS. BALTZELL, Chairman. 
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30 
CONSTITUTION OE FOBM OF GOVEENMENT 

FOR THB 

PEOPLE OF FL03BIIDA. 



We, the people of the State of Florida, by our delegates in 
Convention assembled, in the city of Tallahassee, on the 
day of , in the year of our Lord 1865, and of the inde- 

pendence of the United States the year, in order to se- 

cure to ourselves and our posterity the enjoyment of all the 
rights of life, liberty, and property, and the pursuit of happiness, 
do mutually agree each with the other, to form the following 
constitution and form of government in and fpr the said State : 

ARTICLE I. 

DBCLABATION OF BIGHTS. 

That the great and essential principles of liberty and free gov- 
ernment mav be recognized and established, we declare : 

1. That au freemen, when they form a government, are equal, 
and have certain inherent and indefeasible rights, among which 
are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty ;* of acquir- 
ing, possessing and protecting property and reputation, and of 
pursuing their own happiness. 

2. That all political power is inherent in the people, and all 
free governments are K>unded on their authority and established 
for their benefit ; and therefore they have at all times an inalien- 
able and indefeasible right to alter or abolish then' form of gov- 
ernment, in such manner as they may deem expedient. 

3. That all men have a natural and inalienable ri^ht to * wor- 
ship Almighty God according td the dictates of their own con- 
science ; and that no preference shall ever be given by law to 
any religious esti^]l)lishinent or mode of worship m this State. ' 

4. That no property qualification for eligibility to office, or 
for the right of suffirage, shall ever be required in this State. 

6. iJliat every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his 
sentiments on idl subjects, oeing responsible for the abuse of that 
liberty ; and no law shall be passed to curtail, abridge or restrain 
theJiberty of speech or of the press. 

6. That the right of trial by jury shall forever remain in- 
violate. 

1. That the people shall be secure, in their persons, houses, 
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papers, and possessions, from unreasonable seizures and search- 
es ; and that no warrant to. search any place, or to seize any 
person or thing, shall issue without descnbing the place to be 
searched, and the person or thing to be seized, as nearly as may 
be, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or afllr- 
mation. 

8. That no freeman shall be taken, imprisoned or disseized of 
his freehold, libertied or privileges, or outlawed or exiled, or in 
any manner destroyed or deprived of his life, liberty, or property, 
but by the law of the land. 

9. That Courts shall be open, and every person, for an injury 
done him, in his lands, goods, person or reputation, shall have 
remedy by due course of law ; and right and justice administered 
without sale, denial or delay. ^ 

10. That in all criminal prosecutions, the accused hath a right 
to be heard by himself or counsel, or both ; to demand the na- 
ture and cause of the accusation ; to be confronted with th^ wit- 
nesses against him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his &vor ; and in all prosecutions by indi(^anent or 
presentment, a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of 
the county or district where the offence was committed ; and 
shall not be compelled to give evidence asainst himself. 

11. That all persons shaJl be bailable, bjr sufficient securities, 
unless in capital offences, where the proof is evident, or the pre- 
sumption is strong ; and the habeas corpus act shall not be sus- 
pended unless, when in case of rebellion or invasion, the public 
safety may require it. 

12. That excessive bail shall in no case be required ; nor shall 
excessive fines be imposed ; nor shall cruel or unuBal punishnaents 
be inflicted, 

13. That no person shall, for the same offence, be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb. 

14. That private property shal^ not be taken or applied to pub- 
lic use, unless just compensation be first niade therefor. 

16. That tn all prosecutions and indictments for libel, the truth 
may be given in evidence ; and if it shall appear to the jury that 
the libel is true, and published with good motives and for justi- 
fiable ends, the truth shall be a justification ; and the jury shall 
be the judges of the law and facts. 

16. That no white person shall be put to answer any criminal 
charge, but by presentment, indictment or impeachment. 

1*7. That no conviction shall work corruption of blood or for- 
feiture of estate. 

18. That retrospective laws, punishing acts committed before 
the existence of such laws, and by them only dedared penal or 
criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible with liberty ; 
wherefore, no expostfdcto law shall ever be made. 
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19. That no law impairing 'the obligation of contracts shall be* 



20. That the people have a right, in a peaceable manner, to as- 
semble togehter to consult for the common good ; and to apply- 
to tho&e invested witl^ the powers of government for redress of 
/.grievances, or other proper purposes, by petition, address or re- 
monstrance. 

31. That no soldier in time of peace shall be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner ; nor m time of war 
but in a manner prescribed by law. 

22. That no standing army shall be kept up* without the con- 
sent of the Legislature ; and the military shall be in strict su- 
bordination to the civil power. 

23. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the ge- 
nius of a free people^ and ought not to be allowed. 

24. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors shall 
be granted or conferred in this State. 

26. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles is ab- 
solutely necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty. 

26. That to guard against trg,nsgressions upon the rights; or 
the people, we declare that everything in this article is excepted 
out of the general powers of government, and shall forever re- 
main inviolate ; and all laws contrary thereto, or to the following 
provisions, shall be void. 

Which report was received and tlie accompanying Preamble, 
Declaration and Bill of Rights was read and ordered to be read 
a second time on to-niorrow. 

The Committee on Public Domain and Property and Inter- 
nal Improvements made the following report ; 

The Committee to whom was referred Public Domain and 
Internal Improvements, report the following as suitable pro- 
visions of the Constitution. T. T. LONG, Chra'n. 

ARTICLE XL 

PUBLIC DOMAIN AND INTERNAL IMPE0VEM?:NTS. 

1. It shall be the duty of the General . Assembly to provide 
for the prevention of waste and damage of the public lands, 
now possessed, or that may hereafter be ceded to the State of 
Florida, and it may, pass laws for the sale of any part or portion 
thereof; and, in such case, provide for the safety, security and 
appropriation of the proceeds, but in no wise to effect the pur- 
poses for which said lands have heretofore been appropriated. 

2. A liberal system of Internal Improvements being essential 
to-the devleopment of the resources of the State, shall be en- 
couraged by tne Government of this State ; and it shall be the . 
duty of the General Assembly, "as soon as practicable, to ascer- 
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tatn by^la^BT' proper ob^tsftHrlfae ^xleBsion of Intiemal Improve- 
tiftei^CN, iD'8eiaS)ioii to #6«AB,:«iirthiimA BfUkrisiblei 8^ and to 

provide for^u irMuMir flp^ltaMkHitTQlv m^f ifinade as mar have 
iMiofi dr toKf lieH»fter»lkrni^qMN»iinttled(by/«atd>'€teaeral Assem- 
Uy^fGK'tniRi impiMnwfailHrr tit^p >- wr ( H/rfK ,.^' - 

8. ^Thiif; }|U> HelNrDfHlMrAMwmi AssoiMHyi disposing of and ap- 
:proprihiiag!«b«)'fMjilUi0 *Mid8, Wai&d llie 8fliii^ttT« hereby Ug&l 
i8ed,,wheiiiiri»r !urid»'>lnBds'hiive beeb^ «pqDiopnatdA.aiul ased in 
-'ttJrraB'of>8aid aiets-fof ^he jkgiriiifeanUMfMr'! /i.h'vj .- 

;4/)Thrf»»tfattGk?DwM> A tB O Mtoj y ^ll^n^^at^^ 4idte,roeeEe to. the 
y UnUeft8ftateir>6oTehiniflni^ft'«iiffieieB(j parcel>er Ibaction of land 
for thepilrpiii(fe)of'eoM^4«fiB(nie. '^ .\u >h >. •^jl; .{•,[:' ; • 

Which wa^ received and tfce acoompanyin^jsittiok was read 
and x>rdrftef|itb'^tte.i1aKft a fiitafitid'%iniex)n io-iiDdcmi^. 

The Committee on Boiuiclaries made the following report ; 

The Coihmittee on Boundaries have instracted nie to report 
the following Ordin^ce, to-wit : 

Bii it ordained by the People of Florida in Gohm7ttion as- 
sembled^ That the jurisdiction of the State of Florida shall ex- 
tend over the Territories of East and W^est Florida, which, by 
the treaty of amity, settlement anct limits, between the United 
States and his Catholic Majesty, on tlie 22d daV of February, 
A. D. 1819, were ceded to the United States. '' ' 
V^^ ^' ^ ; ^ y JAMES T. MAGBEE,.tJFiyrman. 
^Whicli report vv^s received and the accompnpying ordinance 
was read the tirst tune and o?*dered to be rea^^^eeppd time on 

"S^c^iiWfiiteteetilOQflOml Offiees^. Officers stnd Impi^obment 
and Jtemot^ ltom>CMMmiite the foHowing r^K>r^ : 

Tbei;;<>mmillM'ti|QiCK«ili^^ Offlo^ro abd Impeachii^ents, 
andR^oval from OMoe^ila !lrhikm waareftrred the subjects 
mentione^lift w»d r cfcw e fc^ bf^;; kftv^ to.r^okt the following as 
«aitabh» pfovMOM In Abe/OooiRvlatifirQ of this State^ via : 

l,:'lihe C^9$«d ^mt^nk^j^AiA h*vd ^wer to exdnde from 

every rofSoe ipC; )iH>lK>i^ MMn^ ^t&X\ within the State,/ and from 

, ,tfie i^ht of iMl&ig(;, (att:peiwM» ^nvict^ of bribery; perfuvy or 

2. Ko penop shall be capaMftof tiolding or being elected to 
4|&y M(9I flf hoibOTyY^dt^^ tMit^ er emolomem, Oivil or military^ 
IfSgielatiye, akMntire ei^< jadioiali mider the government of; this 
State^ /I^WiiiMdl hffheaAar flghft 4 dael • or send or accefpt a dial- 
lenge to fig^vii iMdythf pvobaUe iasoetyf which lafay bar the 
dew of ttefabaUengwr (Mr ^aHenged, or wiio shall be a second 
to .eHlher pirtvi tenr wb^akaH in atoy taoanaer idd or aasist in mich 
dtiel, or^snaBWkiidwiagly^ekmreFof such chaUenge orac* 
5 
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oeptailce, whether th»«afite edcw^ or l^^cao^int^efllJnvpr o«t of 
the State rbtit' Ae itg^i^iiwiMikby.iBmilk iix>tv«iech]e:!nn«ii .after 
'ti^a^Mdcehffimio^>acd9rdui||«^ ';f . d 

^. No peJ-^orif.Hwht) jigay.l^iHii|ii|ll( nin ■ffaoHedtortir 'bcAdd^ of 
public moneys, shall have a seat in^lMwi illuiiwi (JtenthBlioMral 
A8fieihbi3r)iarih€l>e)i|^Mi»-t^. )mt9nBgkmW\(tvfM^ ^, pto^t tindei' 
this Stoto^ nntBifae aUallihaW^Fdmdhtt^ailvpiiM^dii 
Trea8Uiip.fiAb«ani|i>fa(r;)rfaioh(hoiBiy^lHif^^ .1 >-^2 

4. No Governor, niembBP>ttfl <}| i ii| wto 'tor trf^ iMe'^General As- 
Bertibiy of ^tfaU 6tete^4«bfU!: reMm^tfJedl^r ertgi^^ 

agent or vStiloriaejyin lanif «iiftl9aoask«moiflm SUtte, 

or to which this Stat^ shall be> a if iiliyfr iogiib^ fiwfftifpe he ehaU 
remain ii^dffic^niyn/]M.:'<»'.>)i{ >A$ hni; ff'wrrr*! ".'• a/ ft- • iV/ 

5. No Senaloo (OriilElepros^ftKlfPa: AiAjdliritiJ^tlifeTtete for 
whiol| hc:^hfdl>Hate(beeh.«ieete^fiBf€i{^i|MnntBdHoifln^ 

of proiiti^tl^.i*W^#ta^.iv^hcl*l^)}|aHe ^^tofifft;^4#l'?*- the 
emoluments of which shall hi^rJ^eenf.^gfl[^^^^,|^mpljpr,^ucb 

term,, except si\qh offices as may -be .filled by elections by tlie 
people. . ;. 

6. Members of thp^ G^xkerh\. Assembly and all offic^rSj piyil or 
military, before they enter upon the execution of tlieir r'espeo'Uve 
offices, shall take the following oath or affirmation : I do swear 
(or affirm), that I ani duly qualified, according to tKe Constitu- 
tion of this State, to exorcise the- office' to wliich t have tVoeu 
elected (or appointed), and will,' to ^the best of my abilities, dis- 
charge tne duties thereof, and presefve, pr'ote(;^'nfi(f*detl^hd the 
Constitution of this State and of the Ignited States of America. 

7. Every person shall be disqualitied from servinix ns Gover- 
nor, Se)iator, Representative, or from holding any other office of 
honor or profit in this State, for the term for which he shnll hftve 
been elected, who shall have been convicted of hnvinu' given or 
offered any bribe' to procure his election . *- - . • -" 

H. TjrWs shall be made by the General Assenrtil^C^i^irfUidc 
from (ilhce and from suffrage those who shall hav^; be-c^ri %\- 'Wiay 
hereafter be convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, or other high 
crime or misdemeanor ; and the privilege of suffrage shall bo su[>-. 
ported by laws regulating elections and prohibiting, under ade- 
quate penalties, all undue influence thereon, from power, briliery, 
tumti]t,uliio*htiMmFropei' practices. . 

thfe Sfc^i^trndodl 'district w iMJimf^imt^i/MMlt .^it^f^wwAec- 
tive id^tnK;tis of oiMifltiei, Jnfid: fAkiUla^^'^tJl9Ail94§pdit\'^^ 
St ktc^rplkces th^ei^i'.ab irisM«'tfe<|4l'^4i^ llkv$n^^ ot oiav^ . 
• lO.^It s1>aliWt)lYetlmy oi'T^tofteeiUBfafciA*^ (fegtftate 

bylaW'in^ whnit Ga»e«,'ittid |f4a6i IMbMitw tlfioil^ of 

public oflicers shalFbfe maiMbr<^glp«i^f|jfctJ ••''theirr'^dal 
eapacity. * > 
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General Assembly shall be made to thp Sw*At%t Jifslftniaj,' te ^^ 

viva vocey and in all eleetioim by the people, the vote ito^ fe^by*^ * 

any>ofiai)#ld#<iM-dtl %mkmmim^fiM^*^t0t4fi,'^r dfitdf* ^y'fdrdgfr 
potf«f^ ^ll4ie^^d^bkfW% lyjWlnu'Fof th6*^^^rs()' AsM^blV] }^ 

pr^ y« ffe€Mfcrtft»^iiK»Jagcg )h< lfc <^ oftee o^ Jhtsttc^ of tive f^^i^ ^ 

U\ W& GeTi^f^imi6laUy^MII^;(Wf iaw^f^tide' ibr 'the dp. : 
poih^iWil <M* h1^^ilii^4h^T^nkm^B\inytin} ^^fffce of all ()fficer< 
ch'i)'iiik}%iI)tM»y, m<Aitfi^Mnr«, ^iir pv^ded f(»f\in this) Coduiti^' ' 
tution. -^ ■ ' "(« '' 'it:^'.'^.- 

19:^Th0'|>owiir'((t:^iM^bM^iial(llt4^ \te^ed'it]f<tjieHBiisei 

of JB^>l^^6S9tt«kl¥«i;iit''iUlJJW jii iAtki •> f ..; , n:ll f. Itu) J f»^r:f .. 

16. All \mf^^iiimm^ilA^m]0diWk}i^9kiuh, afnd:'irftdD 
Mttii^ ft)ioa^iliul^^i8f<|h^l^te«Uo*^ife^lfbeupofi oaih ' br'sfffir- 
martiottj afktl nft' J^ttwofl J^tf^U flb*^<j«»iiJtoted * Wilhotit the|idbwjtir- 
rence of two-thirds of the raepjbers present, i^ ' • l*- j ;; .. 

117; l^'(9*Mftrtii^jai**>liU;M*H*>offic€?r^ gh$U be fe'blef^to>5m- 
pea^Ht«^tfoV!|[ny ^Ailddetfiyh^ifl'ojfeoe,; but jddgment in such 
casfesyhAMinkTi^dWttd'ftjfth^rittilm' t«(^ l*^^^ ftori^x office and 
disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust or |)ro'fit'. under 
this'^tate; 'li!;H^^''^*ti^^^all ««vertliele^s be MhleiS indict 
mew!, Wik!'in^^nfehbeto;«k^e6w^ ' :■ : 

All whiobfi*'T^Sjf<ictittliy>sttfe«^t«M'.'' . i 

' ''-*'i "''i ' '-i ••■♦.. Oil;. ojv. u-.--S'.^T.'OVEll^REET; ; 

.. (<: ' ■ >;/ 1*1 -M/ •■*(«> ^-iKvi f : '.'w. Ji mNiis,' r J.. 

i-ncH. ••(}{; J.'PABTEUR.' 

^^, .,.;...; :- ^'i ».'- ■ ■• 'ii. n'Jj ."ujiiL » '; » ' ^' '1 ''^^a'J % 
Which report, was rQge^vea^ana:^j^he apcouipanying, Article 

was read jtlie, fii^p^j^jrpe :fi?d cyrdefecl,^.^*^|5p rea4 ,a ^epond tihie pn 

The Con^TOtt^jQ»n BapJ|:ing^ar^^,otih^^^^ CjOrporations, through 
their Chainpan,' ^^r'^^f;i^^^^ ,the iollo wing article : 

I^ The Geii0ml.A»86Q|iil]f(^ati pas^no i(et of' indorpof-ation,^ 
nor make any>aiteraiibii in oBe^ 'unless with the asieint of it least 
iwo4ihkds of 'eaichlH/Kiiey audit unless pubMc notice^ iki one or 
moite^iMW^spiqim ki tha^ State, shall hav« been givea for at least 
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g«iiM i»a¥*lie\apoKe4 fer« ' . .' .'mi •.■! il .i.^ vi'i.aji-'.A L..-,.- 

2. No bank charter, nor nnj mtftt ritKlmfmiAmhipm^ 
>xd4tdxti piii^il^g)Q8« diaH hb gnmtlM Ins n Mipr • p^mHthm 
twenty y^&rtu ■ > v - '• . ;i -mJ ^,nl]'y !•> ;»*, i.. ; ;,/. ^ -u.- 

d« Banks chartered bj the GeiMnI Aitembly shall be restr^' . 
ed io Um ha8ixu»9s ofi0xciha«ge, HkmtmlkBWid i«r«#ititiiftiK(lth«y 
shall not deal in ItmI eatatie^tiior Ji <>Md |i i »4 i ii at. , tik%U^ ex- , 
cept a^ aecttritjr Smt }#ao^ or dm$mk9k 0^J^^ 4^i^ m^*Up. 9m4i 
Bank ; w>r Bhall diey be <;S0iiceri»4iJi mmiM^lQMiviAM^^ 
exportMibo, or ijr]4p<^rtaiioti^ eMMl'efilHrtlVMi^<>riap4Ddyi4 pw ' 
shall they omutcqI .f^taie^or €k0i^MoM.mmki^A^9a j^ 
necessary for their actual n$e miftir tmiuM^ 09 .biliMBaiiiOV / 
whieh may be t^teeived ii> fut ji it wH i l 4g.tt»evio|irfy. j^ntjflcted 
Jebts, or. purchased at legal Hales t<^isalfc(yiaiH!b,deW8»</t)f ivkljiicb 
they sfcalJ he ireqrtire<i U) mafceaal» . within i(br/9ji?,^i(earA:iift^rlhe 
aoquiHition theroof. 

4* The eapitab stock of uny bnid('n$baU'Mt,be:te^s.^h%t(i one 
hundred thonsand dollars, to be paid In suitable^nf tliliNiei»t«^ mH ; 
shall Ibe qteat ed only^ by -thefpajwent ](^(H>«^m- AlWy^ef < . I l 

5. AllHaWHtiesofsttcihbailii afcnU-; and 

the oin^ttlation of po bank eh^U.exrseedtfMi^e doUifra fi^-pfw (t^ 
capital actually paid in.,, m , , i-u^. -jitr . ^1 :.';../. : ; 

6i .Nodiridends,or pfofits aceeieSlpg.lc^^.per wm/^w^f/i6f apr 
num on th^itmpital stodc paid in shall be made4,.bujt ail jairpfits . 
over ten per cent am per annum ahitUbfl^^ apa^ai|4. i10|,^ftneA. 
as a Safety fund. " c t .••.. .•/:.: i. . (,j i. '..■.*:'; -' 

7. Stockholders in a bank^whe^ mMiQfiQvf^%^wh pom^^it- 
ted, or when it is dissolved or baa «pii;ed».«h^iibe jjpiidiriduaUy . ' 
and severally liable for the redemplkm of th^ outH|iiudH»g, circu- 
lation, in proportion to the stock owned byeacli, and no trans- 
fer of iSCotJc $B4ll exenefftte such stockholder from this rmT)ility, 
unless such tratHsftMlvaii mtfdo at least one year previous to said 
forfeiture, dissolution . or expiration. 

8. Banks shall be open tojnspection under such repuint ions iv* 
may lie preiscribed by la"w, jitid it shall be the'dut^^prtliff' (Jover- 
;ior to app6int a person or ;[)er6onB, not coiiftect'M lii' any nianner 
with ^pj j^ank in the State^ tp examine fit l^ast o^nce a v&r into 
their state aAd cbndiilofe ; afcld^the oiticers 6t evjory' Bank shall 
make quarterly returns to the Governor of its state aiicl condi- 
tion, and the names of lb|>toekh|:i}i|9t9. and shares held by 
each. 

9. Non-user for'Yhe^ fef>iice of One year, or an/aA' of a corpora- 
tion or those having :the*oooiP9l Oc.iBiani|^8HHtotIitliierek:^,.i6r inr 
trusted therevrith, inooni^isient with^.ior in ytolaticriiioif* the.ipro- ^ 
vlsiKms> of this Oonsti ttltioq, -ev i of ita (oharler^i AhaU')catuse itn I^^^fi 
feitnret; and the Greneral Asseitbly ^hall hy.g^mralAftvit^wfiiehiv 
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ym^i; wjM m0iv^ »A^m^ tkmim tiMi^^ff^MNWliir 

tead a second. time 'On to-morrow. .jy juil.uh > i ^ - 2-; • 

<lisp08itioi]. .iijiw.iV.i . .[ ; 

MW Wright offeMthftli^Wwg'j^^ i. ; u. 

Rei^dved, That the thanks «|g^tbNh(:^mttl«tJ«ihi9 tfwlefii ♦►. 

Maj. 6cti. Foster, tJ. S. army, for the facilities affor4e4 1^ thMl^ 

on.^b^ill^<?r.ortblfi Ci)«V€n4ijwm-;v, silt iioJ»ri:...iunu . . .>> h ■ 

ftn.,iAoaf>ij^ MeflsrflL. Wrightv B^,4M>4,AL|ff.>i^ll :i^frea|H 
pointed a commitiee to not^i(ilr#ji^,f|^bwipj|f)g[-.|(^«^F^ 
th^ ^pUoHHJ^'iftaid FBSol^ti^.' /.oj •vyiiuUmy] >•!" i /.:. 

Qn 9i^ioiH tjm Cofjv^tien ftplJQwrDft*iji!^,tW^iPQ«riOV]<n((>^ 

i"g,l10"o'olQ(;fc ,/ 1)0.: ; {. . ivif* a^>«.iMr.;i 'i^i'-.u.Ii oJj ^ .. 
'*hi *• ' 'I'/' • ? If;; " '•■ ■ "i 'io .">'•>: f.ui'.' ■/!.'"!, --/ \\ iv<> 
■'; .ii : ■ ,' : . . -n , 'ij (d » /:; /,.■ » ji -.U - , ' i:. 
: i;' ' 1.. • ..'>; / V0\ y ^H ; ■ . ..;r^ ojk .. 

, ''.'. ' : - " ■; '/! '"t» ■ ^' "^ • tit ■*!■» 'ii lii, iUi -.1 /" .V ^- \ : 
SATURDAY, October 28th, 1865. 

. •. .. ' ' ''Mi liHti^^ H-MijiiJii'j' jIM vii j = i r . 

The r<iavonti^ w^X pnf>«1i^ntirtftdWy<WPtiH^njrnfTft qworn;^ pre- 
sent. , ...'.;. I 

Jb^ Ri3v. WilliaW:ScwUj3S^tcja a«ah««rfaift» . . / j . 

Qui option, the j!P;ijdii^g.«f;:tJ^^» jj^^iarp^ ^f yet^erd^y^.w.^ dis- 
pepseij with'^d sjudjonin^iFafhftpreqted. -. « .i. . 

TfieriJe beinsr wjuifedioMiV j4%WJ«wn intr^uoed without^ ,pi'e- 
siom OQtice an ordinaiKjjej |^,, :fftt|fy id^^i^^B betfl^^peji fr-eedttie^ 
and freed women and for other purposes; 

.Which jwas^pteeed 4Hwngiih#iJi^^rs'ofclted«$K , . ; .' . 

.Mv», Long introdncM ^hft fi^^iw r(9Qoi^ti^lW^^ i ] ■ ; d . 

Resolution: in refeiren<je ,t;o 3^imfik PayklipSiu.. = j , 

Resolution in refefm<^^tQ;!SM R« MfrflwyviAi.iK^ri^lJ^OKi ^d . 
D.L.Y.«lee, , - ; -.• j .</ir " * /h>sij) > : muu.i '>j:a* .. j:. 

Jfc. I>avid$on offered .thferfflli<wriBg!re|olntei;.:».; i :/ . 
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ted States to rel^se from impri8oni£im''ottr'^eti#\^d%il^ifeib 



^•^M^^^®'^^*^''^^^'^^'^^'^^^^*^^ 4batih^^ .... 

raanof stod committee. .won«^'r- >♦ /- • . ' , -.j,i .; L^-^^ 

WmtP^tm0mi6^f'vmf}llM^^ sfsr^Mli6[{rs;'^a}ttfe4i{«<i6i^ 
Dalilila^^8|»«)Hft«^^ai]d>^nbW^ jipf^ioffed !» olmnitueewin 

accordance tnere with. ">' ^^'**^ 

Oi^ motion of Mk L<i(^«|rb> i4iMM>n4^ introduced ^bV Uk 
w^ fiifewod»te4tl«§^'*Wtt»<6*»iw^ .* ^ ^^ /^ •^'^^ . a 

fli(^G^B(|HiittK(^K>nlHk^Ml^tem made^-the'Jbl^^^ 

lo^Hi^Teporti'^'i** **^^^^i '>^ Sit ml — • ^ » . :>• i .rn^) .i;:i/ 

IR^Cmieam'^ M Ito^ ti^^]yhre'I>e]iafCbi<int report that it ' 
has had under consideration the sul^ec^ pmainiijg to tbfe De- ■ 
partment and respectiully submit t<^ the Ccbventi^n; aai «hte f^- 
suHEtef th€ir'^^«llWi>atioil^,4h^(foil(>wing sections, which* sha31 
colfttltttte in'lM*dcfei<tf«te«ten8t*«ntioii : ' > " - i. I j; : 

Section 1. The legislative power bf tWsStati shtillbe VGS«6d 
iu f^o''di*tiiifetbr^<*^tlwPWi^J«0 '*^''6tt!fed- the Senat^^ th^ 
other the House of Representatives, and both together, "*Th^i' 
General Assembly of the State of Florida," and the style of the 
laws shall be, " Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the State of ]Hoi%ia in General Assembly con- 
vened." 

SEC?noN 2. The members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen by th^iqldQfiedSiTt^^.lfiSi'^hall serve for the 
term of two years, from the day of the general election, and no 
longer, and the sessions of the €^e^eral Assembly shall be annual, 
and commence on the second Wednesdav in Novemb^ in each 
year. •♦^>^'^ f'i= ■- I'xiotii • . ^^ IJl'' ' 

Sec. 3. The Representatives shall be chosen every two years, 
on the "first Monday 'in *the^im6#ih^»df' October, untU otherwise 
directed by law. '» » 

Sec. 4. No person *«hall' be ^tt'^lfc^esentative unless he be ^ 
white man, ia citizen of tb^'Uiiitiec^fttailes; and shall have beeoad 
inhabitant of the State two ye«rfi^ tiext ttrededing his election^ ' 
and the last year thereof a^ r^&M.^ «of tfle county for which he 
shall be chosen, and shill h^re itttahied the age of twenty^one 
years. - "'n^'! ' »*''' 

Sec. 5. The Sebat<«»i^8haH*bb ;«(*»e«n by the qualtfied electors, 
for the term of tl¥t^*yeitrt, at Ifei^ftmef time, in the dame manner, 
and in the sanfo pltoe©&^1jrl»e«f''lbdy Vote for mettibers of the 
House of Etei>re£f^ntAti¥«t#V'^^ ^^ii'S^^^i^^ & Senator, un^ 
less he be a white man, a citizen of the United States, and shall 
have been an inhabitd^ of tbltf *t»te two years next preceding 



Digitized by VjOO^lC 



tH39 

His election, and the la»ty^A€Wwifcaflaili o tail ii )ftiie i^iilitMor 
county for which he shall be^jAi(>iiMi»<iqftab^BiftiWiNt<fc<^^ 

«Ba' 6. n%e Hk)wdbfi«e;feiiBWi|yit(/tlyMiiiMB<;i^^^ 

elH>oile a/6^eakte'add.tt;tfaAv»iiifi<^ 

iofEteem) hflfd, in the at>aefi<}c afA^/Iiffo ioi w atf ( pi ftu ii , 4MtPNsi- 
.dent'j^ro tempore^ Aad JwcUJMWwiJshaft Att^udfeniwlw 4h»jW»lii>ga- 
tions; )AeoddiM!a«i(BetBiiisiM.{t» iiirinih— i;t hntotWwIMMDtfecr 
liidD simB ibe ^oteradAeA Im 'm6i|4itatti#it«itf)d|ai Ifentti^ctQdiby 
•fiaws^* "{^ 'r /' f". ",.1-* *)J [-.. U /'•>.;, >11 tfloci fc%i»?ro ▼MTfVr ». 

Sec. 7. A majority of mmh JObtBrnrj/kfUn e^tMHsLi»^iifmtiim 
/to4o baHDefti^'4»nti'^>flandl0r iuiftibe>iliw|i i ii ijttn i ifkowr^j to 
day,«ridihfey <Som]M.tii>pltniida«i»^uriifllpili<M]pMffc) ioegtlch 
mabii^r andinder BveK peaahMaiaafeiaiU .il^ifif fM^ pifeMifibe. 
;'>8so. a/ £a€h tton»tBttj»4bieWiiDe)%liajettl«iiofrrtli8rf9 
ceedings, pnnish its members for disordte^>)ifhMrioiff>ijtttMHrMth 
.' tiiB'^^dsctat 0f.twx>tUrav,^«9^iaan'teMvinUHa? a%«coiifl^time 
tor tbe same cause. • .^jxh bm*/*) t.-ron • i?iff» ►oyrtr' 

' iptisohBnHit, ^|r person, iia*(*«i|iiii|ifrifer^jfistflte»sp0«Milt6rf^^ 
, &9d4idy^\fAaanm iiit ilepiicMbesfwlr'ifc^fMrfplnic 

|)ff6eeedst^s^ ^oivid^/ aqcir. iin^sitafnt^^ 
Hyoodithjd^nd^dBikbeffi^BioD/zi^ i'. noui.ut\x9rdi rt.lr? ^o>tr*'*i 

Si^. 10. Each House shall keepoiHJwvdillofitilmjiroMolisgs, 
li^hd'tawBo the«fliis4 ^ ly pubEMwdwitofiiiiiilily rfteittts j»djbum» 

menf ^f an€k-thB y^dkdnelfBift^ (^f l;lib«KraiMxln«f^e^hriIoijB«^^ 
.jbotjtopfapdieiiteited'iipDnolfte j t rtr i ffii vq^tbAe^^mi^ i t Mg tr of 
^'ii^miy Ml, and-nui^ b^ i|n^dtopo/«eittera^i]wttoq«md<upMpto^ 

«|hj»r 4ajMtiot)^ luia/ftiijr^inemfaeif ofjtfri^isHewetrisHjiiM^ Hb- 

ei*ty to dissent from or protest against any adbftcnr Mfewntion 
MflmA iM'Wg tbiahjin^ttfot^dBr tiai^iMritati) arfPidHSdMl^ and 

h^Kneithed-easanniMM disMOtFtoiierMraii ttgijiTBal > ihr-rw 
//;,! fixd .ll;l8€M^iMf^MJ9aB|tlialr•nA^^ 

during the session of the Genegit' AirfilAyviM|n>ii^gai^y>ta!or 
>>etiirhilig:}fiM»ni^tdMKisifiifa^ ^Uamt^dm^ii^ t^ Q^try^entj 
jx^&4 snmfBuewb^inajiIrBM^^i^ 

et^ABBejbMjm mmmm^mMmaamf •pitoelijmdiQhatiiiii.ftMier 
flonse-tbdy.'flJitp&ii^^I^^ iM«]i<i4ii6r^lMbaf nft r 

Sec. 12. The General Assembly shall makej>iawiyoBf byifew 
ianfiHrn^ iiiylmid^.«hAI»ra9Kqp(br t^ I7 th^ ^ath^ 

yrsmgdMmii-lffv a^horfmmjjMam^ aiaiAii%\$mtnA\Jti'- ^-^ ft 
: &qca aat iSlhp ddors of:i«^AffifcwiA 8lwBdiii)Dfii>nylife(>iiiifeg> 
i^isliitive feirfofH|^4xeeptfottr«tt(ji(iiii»iifiwiafe,ikriAe 

&|X&'147 If ridier HflfffieitaU^;FithblitilhQ*MHKm ^euhe ether, 
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iiiUc^tti 4r^]il«ei>llHny4ki«i»Am9^dr/4o^ atiy other pla<% ih^n 

Sec. 15. Bills may originate m eithMr Hoose of ' tlie Genera) 
jfa«bfkMhr^«Bt«H /billi'fiMMl % tiumt be diseaased, 

itaedled JlM^^iteear%j|te sl^ hav^ the force 

r «f lair tOftilMl'ihnpti i0veialJb}qiist Wffoad m eA^flfmite, aiid 
fre^i^leadi^nr'Ue :9M6#ad tkmndsMixBsUm in t^asefi <if.^n#«mcy 
lb«d^4ftlli(«rifbei HMrtnrfaii vtbi^di thsaanirahall W Oe^iencBhir 
ittiy ie h ifcj tt Hm^^diknbiOi^imAmme miih tiMrrvter; sii J«ver7>i^ifi 
having passedl lN>th Houses, snail be signed by the Speakeriiid 
PrariSentirflirtr i Mspbtliia JEfcifawi v^'^jy ^'^"* 

.Asa iM^flaifr niiRinb«a(cfithe:GtawvalAisti»i)t^ receive 
trom ^t»<^tiMtfB9mimlfm^ioaiK^^ for his servieei hk 

ffitff bfr tM kf' iai(, bdftifiv iwHriase 0' oompewafioii shall take 
isfreot^Tiiihf^'tiM tnnifovwl^ vrere elected 

S»£ lf^Tlw'«dnriitlr«ff neW^ ctftie House of Repreien- 
tatives shall nerer exceed sixty. 

S^f'lSi Tt^avipiioMmf did QNwrd AMembly shall not extend 
in 4ainMoii; owr thiifty ' Afifiuideda* it , be^deenaisd eioMdieiit tby 
ia begfwriBiti rwliimty 4f -ttw^^thirdttf of: the nenbers oi^ each 
Hewlij^iii (AofMmlivr abaft 1^^ tke filaite lbv|iis 

services after the expiration of sixty at^ edatiaiioii^lyffroaDthe 
ooismaoefmiiitiofftlMfaeiwiDii;) M n --.nil > .i:.- 

-8^ 19; Wiy'OMiiirai AsbedAlj^mayi by lay antfaorigetheCir- 
cait€ottiiitQ(gtaiit)ioesseBftr)biB)<6^ toil^-bridffei and totes- 
tabMifeMes, liici (o fiiBaliKfi 4be toUaof both ;i.to cocustidict 
4aMB atoow streoiia aili nsv^pribk; td ascertain jmi dedare 
irimt' JBtliflaias are aiaidgiMe ;' M no^ spedal law for soch parpese 
trinO^M madai. " "jf-: . ■ )' .-.•.- 

fkolM^, nmOmmkiL'Atlie^^ generallmripTe- 

•eribing Am naim^ in iriMb natnes cif periona nm be bhmged, 
botfiosiMMialiBiirlbraacli fattpoMisMiberfMmed; andiit> law 
afaall be nude iWofwiari tsfaum toeontKaetrDt to iwuMi)?e their es- 
trtei^ or f i^rttoi<lei*aitarabL - 

8ec; df; TM 4weNi)4iMndflf (dudl pais a gciheii^l hw for 
%h^iiltorptbmtim^U^t(mkB,tf^^ acsentife, b^evo- 

IcMyttfUifear^ aad'oilbfv iSHviktes^iMit ^ooaMerlM, industrial, » 
or finaaoiat^ bottosmnri aotiin^Bnprafiitar atiy such iassoeiaUon 
AaU be paaaaa. ^: ' ' : ;''-■ V ■> «■ •' . ■ ^ 

See« ^. N«iit iaii ^ i y i Mati ayaOTtalhrbisd, bankbig^inilorauBe, 
commercial, iaiaitrialL or. IjaanMaf gorpomtion, shall be^intro- 
dneed into thyOih Wh Amtiinjk^ aniess ^tbe peHoti or persons 
applying f&r auab ^acvpotatioii, Aril have depoaked intk the 
lVeasm«r^e4niap«fiMMbni4r«d dollars as a bbons tb the Stiite. 

Sect ^. OtBeets AdtbbraiiUnredftom dAoe for faieapAcitjr, 
misconduct or neglect of duty, in such manner as may be provi- 
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ded by law, where no mode of trial or removal is provided in 
this constitution. • - i • 

R. H. M; DAVIDSON, Chairman. 

• Which was received and placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Census and Apportioutmeiit of Representa- 
tion made the fo]lo^ving j-eport : , 

The Comihittee to whom was referred the Census and Appor- 
tionment of Representation have performed that duty, and di- 
rected nie to report the following provisions in reference thereto. 

S. L. NIBLACK, Chairman. 

1. The General Assembly shall, in the year .one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-seven, and in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-^ve, and etery tenth year thereafter, cause 
an enumeration to be made of all the inhabitants of the State, 
arid to the whole number of white inhabitatits shall be added 
three-fifths of the number of colored people, and they shall then 
proceed to apportion the representation equally among the dif- 
ferent counties, aocotdin^ to «tich enumel'atiion, giving, however, 
one representative to evefy county, arid increasing thanumber 
of representflAivoson a «faiform ratio of popula;tion, according to 
the foregoiiig basis'; and which ratio shall not be changed until, a 
new census shair Have btJ^n taken. 

2. The General Assembly shall also, after every such enumera- 
tion, proceed to fix by law the number t>f Senators which shall 
constitute the Senate of the State of Florida, and which shall nev- 
er be less than oile-fourth, nor more tb^n one-half of the whole 
number of the H»use of Represenfativee ; and they shall lay off 
the State into the same number of senatorial districts,' as nearly 
equal in the number of inhabitants as may be, according to the 
ratio of re^resfentation estabfished in the preceding section, each 
of whlfch districts shall be entitled "t6 ori^ Senator. 

3.'Wh^h*f<tTy seMtdifial'di^ferlc^'shftll ber composed of two or 
rti6re'eo«n«irif^/the t^tWihti"^^ of•^|^bich iJsuyi'>distVict consist;^ >sball 
not be'entirdy sefia'ratfed by any *UdunUy^ belonging to .anotfeuer 
district^ and no county^ shall be divided in forming a district. 

4. i^o county now organized shall be. divided, into new coun- 
ties,, so m%Q reduce the inha^bitjints of,,eitJt^er below thq ,ratio of 
representadon. ^ . ,. ; , . 

5. The several counties in . this State shall be entitled to the 
follbwi% Representatives,'V!z: -Escahibia three, Santa Rosa 
one, Walton one, Holmes one, Washington one, Calhoun one, 
t'ranklin one, Jackson four, Gadsden three, Leon four, Wakulla 
one. Liberty one, Jefferson three, Madison two, Hamilton two, 
Lafayette one, Taylor one, Suwannee one, Columbia two. Baker 
one, Bradford one, Alachua two, Nassau one, Duval two. Clay 

6 ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



one,* St. Johns one, Putnam one, Marion two, Snrater one. Or- 
ange one, Volusia one, Brevard one. Levy one, Hernando one, 
Hillsborough one. Manatee one, Monroe one, Dade one, and Polk 
one. There shall be twenty-seven Senatorial Districts in this 
State, which shall be as follows : The county of Escambia shall 
compose the first district ; the county of Santa Rosa shall com 
pose the second district ; the county of Walton shall compose the 
third district ; tlie counties of Washington and Holmes shall 
compose the fourth district; the county of Franklin shkll com- 
pose the fifth district ; the county of Calhoun shall compose the 
' sixth district ; the county of Jackson shall compose the seventh 
district ; the counties of Gadsden and Liberty shall compose the 
eighth district; the county of Leon shall compose the ninth 
district ; the county of Wakulta shall compose the tenth dis- 
trict; the county of Jefferson shall compose the eleventh dis- 
trict ; the county of Madison shall compose the twelfth district; 
the county of Hamilton shall compose the thirteenth district; 
the counties of Lm^etyette and Taylor shall compose the fourteeo;th 
district ; the counties of Colnmbia and Suwaimee Qhall compose 
the fifteenth 'district ; the counties of Baker and Bradford shall 
compose the sixteenth district ; the county of Alachua shall 
compose the seventeenth district ; the county of Nassau sli^ll 
compose the eighteenth district ; the counties of Duval and Clay 
shall compose the nineteenth district;- the couniie& of St. Johns 
and Putnam shall compose the twentieth district ; the county of 
Marion shall compose ihe twenty-first district ; the county of 
Sumter shall compose the twenty-rsecond district; the- counties 
of Orange and Volusia shall compose the twenty-third district; 
the counties of Levy and Hernando shall compose the twenty- 
fourth district ; the counties of Hillsborough and Manatee shall 
compose the twenty-fifth district ; the counties of Polk and Bre- 
vard shall compose the twenty-sixth district, a^ the counties 
of Monroe and Dade shall compose the twenty-seventh district ; 
iind efich Senatorial district shall be entitled to one Senator. 

Which report was received and the accompanying article was 
placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on the Right of Suffrage and Qualifications 
of Officers made the following report: 

The Committee on the " Right of Suffrage" have had under 
consideration the subject committed to them, and have instruct- 
ed me tO' report as the first section of article of the Consti- 
tution of the State of Florida, the following : 

1. Every free v^^hite iiiale jjcrson of tlm age of twenty-one 
years and upvvni'ds, and who shall be. ut tlie time of offering to 
vote ;\ citizen oi' the Unite«l States; and who shall have resided^ 
and had his habitation, doinic-il, home and ])lace of permanent 
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abode in Flori^g. for one yeac next preceding the election at 
whicji he stialj offer to vot6^ and who^hall have at sncly time, 
and for six months immediately preceding said time, shall have 
had his habitation, domicil, home and place of permanent abode 
in the county in which he may offer to vote, shall be deemed a 
qualified" elector at all elections under the Constitntion, and nOne 
others ; except in elections by general ticket in the State or Dis- 
trict prescribed by law, in which cases the elector must have 
been a resident of the State one year next |3receding the elec- 
tion, and six months within the elective district in which .he of- 
fers to vote : Provided, That no officer, soldier seaman, or marine, 
in the regular army or navy of the United States, unless he be a 
qualified elector of the State previous to his appointment or en- 
listment as such officer, soldier, seaman or marine in the regular 
army or navy of the United States, or of the Revenue Service, 
shail|be considered a resident of the State in consequence of be- 
ing stationed with in the same. 

Which the committee ask may be received and placed in its 
regular order on the calendar of business of this Convention. 

W. W. J. KELLY, Chra'n. 

Wiiich was received and placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on the Executive Department reported the 
follomog article of the Conatitutiop : . 

The Committee on the Executive Department, appointe4 un- 
der th« resolation to draft, for the ooasideration of the Conven- 
tion, separate articles of a CoDstitution £o^ the State of Florida, 
beg leave to report as follows : * 

1. Tiife dnpr^ae £xectitiy/e power .shall ^be vested iu a chief 
mkgkttaVBymbo sball be styled the XJoyisr^or of >h^. State of 
Florida. "»•/>•" .f,.. : ,:.•>, 

-•'2. ThQ Gdten^or dhall b^ eleotedr&ri four y^an*» Jaiji tUe quiJji- 
fied electors, at the time and place where they shall vote for 
r^pf^eritBidvmy* amd shall reoaftkuiat <M£te imtii ii\.§^fiQ^»sov be ' 

> ^j'Nope«oa^«haUbei eHgibto tf^'ith^ ofl5fie,firf (ftoveri?q|*^ , un- 
less be ^^!^haire attained the a^ of thirty y^s^ shall h$ve been 
adtfizenof the United States jten yeaifSiOJid shall hftve been a 
5%6i4efiit4>f< Florida at least five years iwixt^. preceding bis.elec- 

4. ThercM shall be elected at the same ti^iet, foff tbe same tern^ 
Atid wiuh Mtte qualifioatiobs.as the Governior^.aj Liewteoant Gov- 
bmor, ^ilofahall be ex^offioio President of the Sei^i^e, bi|t shall 
teve n6 -roteexcej^in cases of a tie, and during the session of 
tbe Genial Assembly he shall receive su<ib cQinpfinsation as 
«hall be allowed td' a senator. ♦ ■ 

5. Theifetarrt& of 6v»vy election for Govefnor ft«d lieutenant 
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Governor shall be sealed up and tpangjjiitted to the seg-t of gov- 
ernment, directed to the speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, who shall, during the first week of the session next after 
their election, open and publish them in the presence of both 
Houses of the General Assembly, and the persons having the 
highest number of votes for the respective offices shall be Gov- 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor; but if two or more shall be 
equal and highest in votes for the office of Governor, one of 
them, shall be chosen Governor by the joint vote of the two 
Houses, and in like manner, if two or more shall be equal and 
highest in votes for the offiqe of Lieutenant Governor, one of 
them shall be chosen Lieutenant Governor by the joint vote of 
the two Houses. And contested elections for Governor and , 
Lieutenant Governor shall be determined by both Housei?' of the 
General Assembly in such manner as shnll be prescribed by law. 

6. The Governor shall at stated fimes receive a. compensation 
for his services, which shall not be increased or diminished du- 
ring the term for which he shall^ have been elected, but such 
compensation shall never be less than $3,000 per annum. 

7. He ehall be the commander-in-chief of the army and navy 
of this State, and of the militia thereof. 

8. He may^ require information iii writing from the officers of 
the Executive Departments, on any subject relating to the duties 
of their respective offices. 

9. He may, by proclamation, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene the General Assembly at the seat of Government, or at 
a different place, if that shall have become dangerouB fro6i an 
enemy^o* from disuse; and in case of disigreetnent between 
the two Hbuses, •with respect to tbe time oH ac^ouirntn^nt, be 
may adjourn them to such time as he may think proper, not bfei- 
yottd thed^ttf the nextf'4ti©etSng designated ioyt the' Constitu- 
tion. >.'»'.'■ ^ ; ^/ ■ . . . , y *o ^ 

10. He«balli frotia time to tkne^ give to tbe G^enara^'Asseto- 
bly information of the state of the Government,' 'to4*rteoonntieBid 
to their eonbiderftl^ion suc^ measor^s as he mof ^dm&Bi ^exp^i^t. 

U. He shall take care that the laws bei&ithfoHyiebtec^ted. 

12. In all criminal and pfenal cases, (except of treason randf im- 
peachment) after oonviction, be shall have* pawertio gmnt re- 
prieves and pardons, and remit fines and forfeitures, under sudi 
rules and regulations as shsdl be presdribed by law ; andiu cases 
of treason and impeacibment, he dhall have power, tt^f (tod with 
the advice ^«>d conjsei^ of tb^j'Senate, to grant reprieves smd 
pardons, and hemay, in the recess of the Senate, res^te the sei*- 
tence, until the end' of the next session of the GeneraliAssembly. 

13. The State seal last heretofore used, (until alt^bd by the 
General Assembly^) ' shfi^l eonrtinne ito b^the Gr6«b>Seal of the 
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State, and shall be kept by the GoTemor for the timeb^g, and 
«sed by him officially. ; ' 

14. All comoiissions shall be in the name and by the authority 
of the State of Florida, be sealed "with the State seal, and signed 
by the Grovernor, and attested by *he Secretaa'y of State. 

15. There shall be a Secretary of State appomted by the Gov- 
ernor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who 
sh^l continue in office during tKe term of four (4) years, and he 
shall keep a fair register of the official acts and proceedings of 
the Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same and aU pa- 
pers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto, before the General 
Assembly, and shall perform such other duties as may be re- 
quired of him by law. 

16. Vacancies that happen in offices, 1;he appointment to which 
is vested in the General Assembly, or given jto the Governor, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall be filled by the 
Governor during the recess of the General Assembly, by grant- 
ing commissions, which shall expire at the end of the next ses- 
sion. * 

17. Every bill which shall have passed both Houses of. the 
General Assembly, shall be presented to the Governor ; if he 
approve, he shall sign it ; but if not, he shall retujn it with his 
objections to the House in which it shall have originated, who 
shall enter the objections at large up6n the joums^s, j^nd proceed 
to reconsider it ; and if after such reconsideration two-thirds of 
the whole number voting shall ^gree to pans the billy it shfUlbe sent, 
with the objections, to the other Houses: by which it shidl likewise 
be reconsidered; and if aj[^<^ed bytWQttfedrds of. . the wkole 
number voting, it shall becoine a law ; but in such cases^ilheTotes 
of both' Houses shall b^ by yeas'aftd nays, and the lUDuefi of the 
members voting for or against ^e biU shs^ be «D^Gped on the 
journals of eacfii House respectively; and if any bill«limli not be 
returned by the Gorernor within/ fi^ ^ays^ {i^nd^^'txiy^ited) 
after it shall have been ^yresMitedf to hanf Jthe sasDe. shall be a 
law in like maimer as if h^ had signed it, unless the General 
Assembly, by their ad[jom"un)enti pireyeat^ its retijrn, in which 
case it shall not be ^ la:w, , f. i * . ^ 

18. Every order, resolution or. vote, to which the concurrence 
of both Houses may be^ necessary, (except on questions of ad- 
journment), shall be presented to' the Governor, ind. before it 
shall take effii^ct be approved by him, or being 4isapproved, be 
repassed by both Houses, accordipgto the rules aiid^^ limitations 
prescribed in case of a bill. * ' 

19. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, his removal 
from office, death, refusal to qualify, resignation or absepce from 
the State, the Lieutenant Governor shall exercise all the power 

> and authority appertaining to tl^e office of Governor until the 
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* Governor absent or impeaeb^ ehull return or be acquitted, or 
until the Governor next regularly elected shall be duly qualified, 
as the case may be ; and for the time the Lieutenant Governor 
shall occupy the office of Governor, he shall receive the same 
compensation us shall be allowed by law to the regularly elected 
Governor. But in cases of the temporary absence of the regu- 
larly elected Governor from the State, his compensation shall 
not on that account cease or be 'diminished. 

20. In case of the impeachment of both the Governor and the 
Lieutenant Governor, their removal from office, death, refusal to 
qualify, resignation or absence from the State, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall in like manner administer the 

'<;-oveniment, imless the General Assembly shall otherwise pro- 
vide ; and for the time hQ shall occupy the office of Governor he 
shall receive the same compensation as shall be allovved by law 
to the Governor. 

21. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to provide 
for the purchase or erection of a suitable building for the resi- 
dence of the Governor; and the Govenor shall reside at the seat 
of government ; but whenever, by reason of danger from an 
enemy, or from disease, the Governor may deem the capital un- 
safe, he may, by proclamation, fix the seat of government at 
some secure place within the State until such danger shall cease. 

22. No person shall hold the office of Governor, and saiy other 
office or conuuission, civil or military, either in this State or un- 
der any State or the United States, or any other power, at one 
and the same time, except the Tiieut. Governor or the Speaker 
oflihe HoH&e of Represei;[tativesv when he shall hold the office as 
aforesaid^ 

28^ A Slate Treaaureir ai)d.Ci)mpt^<)ller of Public Accounts 
sIieU be Bf^ointed hy. the Goyerooi!^ by. ai»d with the advice and 
consent jc^Hthe Senate, ibr. the term of four ye^rgf, and until their 
sueieessofs-shall iiave been duljsicommisaionedi^^ud qualified* 

AH of whidb is nc^pectfa}ly aubinitt^d^. : , 

. . .. ^ Q. Ki. WALKKR, Chairman. 

Which Was received aiid placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Militia made the following report : 

The Oommittee on the Militia, to which was referred the 
iClitary Department of the proposed , Constitutioih of the St^te 
of Florida, report the following provisions as the result of their 
deliberation^, for the action of the Convention : 

L All Militia Officers shall be elected or appointed under such 
rules and regulations as the General Assembly may, from time 
to time, direct and establish. 

2. AH offen.9es ag^iinst the l^Iilitia laws shall be tripd by Court 
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Martial, or before a Court and Jut-y, as the General Assembly 
may direct.. 

3. No commission shall be vacated except by sentence of 
Court Martial. 

• W. W. SOOTT, Chairman. 

Which was received and placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on the Judicial Department made the follow- 
ing report : ^ 

The Committee on the Judicial Department, to which was 
referred an Ordinance entitled "an Ordinance to annul the Or- 
dinance of Secession," respectfuUay ask leave to 

REp6rT: 

That tJiey have given due consideration to the matter referred 
to them, and recommend that all of the preamble to said Ordi- 
nance be stricken oiit except the words " whereas^ the people of 
the State of Florida are desirous in good faith to restore the 
State to her former peaceful relations with the TJnited States ; 
therefore." f 

Your Committee see no objections to the proposed Ordinance, 
^ but on the contrary, believe that; it should be passed. , 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

A. H. BUSH, Cliairman. 

Which wab read and the accompanying ordinance was placeil 
among the orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An Ordinance to annul the ordinance of Secession, together 
with the report of the Judiciaiy Committee thereoi!^ was taken 
up for consideration. 

The report of the committee was received, wad the amendments 
recommeiided were concurred in. ' 

Mr.. Williams moved to amend the ordinance by striking out 
the word " annulled," and inserting the words " declared null 
and void from the beginning ;" 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by 
Mfessrs. Duncan and Bell, and were as follows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Coulter, Duncan, Gre^n, 
Landrum, McLellan, Simmons and Williams — 9. 

N^ays — Messrs. Ealtzell, Bird, Bush. Callaway, Cooper, Da- 
vidson, Forman, Gettis, Hines, Hogue, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, 
Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Love, Stagbee, Maxwell, May, Mick- 
ler, Niblack, Overstreet, Pasteur, Richard, Richards, Scott, 
Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, WhiteburHt, Wiggins, Wil- 
son and Wright — 35i 
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So the amendment was not agi'^ed to. 

Mr. Walker moyed to amend the ordinance by striking out the 
word "annulled'^ and inserting "declared null and void." 

Mr. Coulter moved to amend the amendment by adding the 
word« " from the beginning." ' 

Upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Duncan and Bell and were as follows : ^ 

Yeas — Messrs. Bell, Coulter, Duncan, Green, McLellan and 
Richards — 6. 

N"ays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Davidson, Forman, Gettis, Hines, Hogue, Hope, John- ' 
ston, Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Long, Love, 
Magbee, Maxwell, May, Mi^er, Niblack, Overstreet, Pasteur, 
Richard, Seott, Simmons, Taylor, ' Walker, Whidden, White- 
hurst, Wiggins, Wilson and Wright — ^37. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question being taken upon the amendment pi;oposed by 
Mr. Walker, it was i^ot agreed to. 

The ordinance was then read a third time and put upon its 
passage, lipon which the tote was )^ ' ' ' 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, ^ Bird, Bxish, Cal- 
laway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, 
Green, Hines, Hogue, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Lassi- 
ter, Leslie, Jiiyingston^ Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, Mc- 
Lellan, Mickler, Niblack, Overstreet, Pasteur, Richard, Richards, 
Richardson, Sdott, Simmons, S'pencer,Taylor^ Walker, Whidden, 
Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams, Wilson and Wright — 45. 

Nays — None. 

So the ordinance was adopted. 

The article in reference to civil officers and impeg-chmehts and 
removals from office, • ; • ^ ■> ■ 

Was read the second time. . : < 

Mrv Bakzell mioved to amend the iSth clause of said article by 
striking out the words "and nopersonia-this State shall ever 
hold two offices of profit al the-B^fflae tirfte, ex;cept the ofiide of 
Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, Constable and Militia of- 
fices." ' ^ -; . . < , ..I - ; • , /; 

Which motion was not lagreed to. , r , 

Mr. Spencer moved to amend said 13th clause by adding " ex- 
cept by special act of .the Legisiatiune," ■ 

Which amendment was agreed to. . 

Mr. Walker moved further to amend, said 13th clause by ad- 
ding "but the Legislature shall never unite in the same person 
two offices, the duties of which are incompatible." . 

Which amendment was agreed to. ' ^ 

Mr. Walker moved to amend the 6th clause by striking out 
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all after the words ^' I do swear (or affirm) that F' and before 
the words " wUl to the best of my abilities ; ** 

Which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bidtzell, the Convention reconsidered the 
vote iigreeing to ttie motion of Mr. Walker. • 

The question being again taken upon the motion of Mr. Walk 
er, it was not agteea to. 

Mr. Maxwell moved to amend said article by striking out the 
2d clause ; 

Which motion wias not agreed to. 

Tdie article was then ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing on Monday. 

mr. Wiggins offered the following resolution : 

Which was adopted. 

Hesoldedy That the Chairman of eachJComnrittee be instruct- 
ed to call the attention of the Convention to any change pro- 
posed in^his report to the existing constitutional provisions, pre- 
vious to the taking of tiie vote on the adoption of such reports. . 

The article on Banks and other Corporations was read the 
second time. 

Mr. BaltzeU moved to amend the article by substituting the 
toUowinff in lien of the 10th clause : 

" NeiSier the State, nor any City, Town or County, shall eith- 
er directly or indirectly, make an obligation, guarantee or en- . 
dorsement in aid of any corporation or private enterprise what- 
ever." ! 

Mr. Bush moved to amend the article by adding the following 
clause: 

" Provided,^ however,'that these provisions shall not operate 
.to prevent the operation of Banks that may be created by the 
Federal Government under the laws of Congress for that pur- 
pose." 

On motion, the article and proposed amendments were post- 

Soned until Tuesday next and made the special order for that 

Mr. Magbee moved thai tW Convention adjourn until Mon- 
di^;^0 o*clock ; 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jekifltoil^ theOottfetttion took a recess un- 
til 3 o'clock, P. M. _ 
7 
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Th^ Couvention resijmed it^ se^io^~^a (jji^^^^^ ^^^ ^ 

The r6poTt'oF the 'C6iii2iii^ D^'parfpieht. 

was t2^en up aod read .and thi^ 'a(^t>inpanying^afti(5lQ^was rejj^' 
the ffist time aiid orflereft tci be read ^ seco;i:l tlpe oij. I^^^^ay 

The articfe on Ceiisus and App6rti6nnient of Representatioa 
was read the first time and ordpred to be read a second tiIn^ Qii' 
IVtonday next. ' ^ . . | J ^ ^i- • . . ^ 

The article oh the Right'of Siim-ag6'ahd'Qualification§fo^ Of- 
ficers was read the first time^ and ordered Jo. be read a, second 
time on Monday next. ' ''' ' ' j , ' ■ ' .^ . ' / 

The article on the Executive Department tv.as r^ad the first 
time and' ordered to be reiad a ^ecbnd Ane pii, Monday ne?:t. 

The article on Militia was read the first and Qr^ler^d^t^ tie ^*ead , 
a second tinfe on Monday next. ; '" /* ' ', , ^ . ,,? t • \' ■' ■'■ 
• The Ordinance in . reference to' BbundaHefc was read the sepond 
time, and, on motion, was deferred back "to the Committee on 
Boundaries.^ , , , ,, , l.. ,..ff. ,,j r y 

The article ujpon'tne Freamble, Declal'atlon and Bill of Rights 
was r^d the second time, and, on motion of ^r. Ilogue, the 
consideration thereof was postponed until the. otiber parts, of the 
Constitution had be^n repoi'ted upon. . » • 

The Ordinance to ratify marriages between Freedmen and 
Freed womei), and for other purj)oses, was read the ^r?}* ^^^ 
and ordered to be ifead a second time oii Monday next. . 

The Ordinan9e on PubUc Domain^ and Ji^ternat Jnjpr^yements 
was req-d, the second tim4^'^d,'',6n. iuytipru the ^^ns^deration 
thereof ^as^ postponed Jd^til' Monda^ i&^^^ ' .//,;j ;.. ' 

On nibtion, the CbnVention adjourned' until Monday mbraiflg, 
9 o'clock. t r I f . . / 

^ . " . r 

MONDAY, Oct. 30th, 1865. 

The Convedtion met pursuant to adjournment — ^a quorum 
present. 
The Rev. J. E. DuBose officiated as chaplain. 
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' Oif!mbtiop tfee reaSi^g of tjf^^ jpuroal of ^^ti^^^yrj^^^?.^ 




■ On TX^(ftiq^^ of w.' ^oi^r^^/ Witii^ ']^^^ Bfp^A^ ^el^gate 
from' Orange County, was sworn and" took his seat.'^ ^ ,; : 

Mr. Bush offered the following motion{^^, .,/ ^^.^ ^jV^^ i; 

Thfitthe-regulari< ^"^ "' •-V^i:-*-'-r,- •-. .< 

'beWclbck,'A.T«:; 

.disposed of t|;^|Cpnv. ,. . ^. ^ , 

until d o ploick, J^ M.,, ^9^that this i^i^ulation Ije ojb^^ryed 4uriDg 
tljebaiahce of tih^ses^iop; ,'''.. j//;7 .: i ;/<. j .v /. 
''Which was agreed toi" " ' ' * ^ i ^ 

Mr, Plogue moved that the Committee on J^grossment, &e.., 
be also a Committee on Enrolled Ordinances and authorized to 
report them as enrolled for the signature^ of. the President and 
Secretary of the Convention j^^^ v»dxii.o-^A Ii T.'tu.>''>dTV.)i,r7rvi , 

Which was agreed to. . ^, . ^ .^ *.!. . ,» . ^ r v : jr: : i lailnir :n "\ 1 w 

Mr. Johnson moved that Messrs. Kihlack and Walker be ad- 
ded to the Committee on Finance, Accounts and State Liabilities, 
of which Mr, Livingston is chairman. , > 

Upon which, the yeas and nayk if e^.e called ;.,f9f^^,];^y.il^ssr9^ 
Johnston and Scott, the vote was : m- itr • . /i ■n!Lt)/>oo ad ^U'j^ 

Yeas — Messrs. Gettis, Johnston and, Kelly^S^ ,. r - 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bush, Callaway, Coul- 
ter, Form an. Green, Hinea, Hogue, Lassiter,, Leslie, Long, Love, 
McLellan, Mickler, Niblack, Overstreet, Pasteur, Richard, Rich- 
ards, Simmons, Taylor, Whidden, Whitdburst, "^Vil^^^s, Wilson 
and Wright--27. ';, jj^' jIpI:' 'vij; r i 

So the motion was not agreed to. , . .^, . . ^^ - . - 

Mr. Long move that after the word "motions," " introduction 
of Ordinances," be inserted in the 18th Rule <if the Rules of the 
House adopted by this Convention ; \ 
^^ Which was agreed to. , . \: .^w ,r. »h' 
"*" VMr. Coulter introduced an ordinansce to , annul all liabilities of 
the State of Florida incurred between tlie 10th day, of January, 
1861, and the 2'7th day of October, im^;, .j, - . , , ,,.:*: 

.^. Which was placed amon^ the orders of the clay; ,j, :.:v'f inita 

The rule b^mg . waiy;eid,)a^iv :^usji^ fet;;Qdu^ced .tjt^f ^ .ft>l}owing 

ordinance: ■:;'\.,., ;l^^,;.;•■r^wVjr/,i^T;- ^,^'\ v.r.ni! tH..: 
An ordinance to annul certain ordinances and resolutions 
' <^f th^Jft^^Copv^ticftjof ^ jpei^l(af.^5l9j;idft ft^4'JT5ertai^ acts 
and rgs(^p^io;jB 9f .tfte^l^Jenqr^J'AssempIy.of the ;^^e,9f Florida, 
jpassed smge the tenth day January^ l86l, and to in^, valid the 
proceedings of %j^Br%^ mii^!^i^i^^^,]f^ 10* day 
of Jaijiuary, l86.J-,.3tj^,tQ jfqg^^ marvi^ges ^qjfjj^iiu^d sinoe Uiat 

4at^5fld,(fiij^;9tW iR^9^^?;V > ?iv V. > ^^.; V >^;^' iJ ^ • 
Which was pIaced.jjLj^oi^,|*e 9T]d9f?.<>Hheiiay?; ., . ^ .. 
Mr. Hogue introduced the folio wing resolution : 
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Besolvedy That the Committee on the Jadidary be instructed 
to take into consideration the existing law in relation to idleness 
and vagranciy, and to report by oipdinance 6r otherwise, what ac- 
tion, u any, should be t^en bjf this Conyentien up<)>n the 
subject; 

Whidi was adopted. r . 

Mr. Bushfirom the Oomtnittee oil tW Jodicial Departijient, 
made the fi)Uowing report : .'. \ j .^ 

Hie committee to which Was referred the Judicial Department 
of the proposed Constitution of the State of Florida report the 
following provisions as the result of their deliberations for^^ 
action of the Convention : ^ 

Sectiok 1. The judicial power of this Statei, both jis to mat» 
tCTSof law and equity, shall be. vested in a Supreme Court, 
Courts of Chancery, Circuit Oourts, and' Justices of the Peac% . 
provided the General Assembly may also vest such civil or crimi- 
nal jurisdiction as may be necessary in Corporation Courts, and 
«uch othcfr Courts as the General Assembly majr establish, , but 
such jurisdiction.shall not extend to capital ciaised. , / | 

SBp, 2. The Supreme Court, except meases otherwise directed 
in this Constitution, shall have appellate jurisdiction oiily, which 
shall be co-extensive with the State, un^r such restrictions and 
regulations, not repu^ant to tiiis Constitution, as may from tiine 
to time be prescribed by law, provided that the said Court shall 
always have power to issue writs of inlunctlpn, mandamus, (juo 
wari'ants, habeas corpus, and such ouier remedial and originsJ 
writs as may be necepary to give it a general superintendence 
and control of all other Courts. 

Sec; 3. The Supreme Court shaH be holden at such times jmd 
places as may be prescribed by law. ' , * 

Sec. 4. The State shall be divided into convenient Circuits, 
and for each circuit there shall be a Judge, who shall, after his 
election or appointment, reside in the circuit for which ,he has. 
been elected or appointed, and shall, as well as Justices of the 
Supreme Court, receive for his services a salary of not less than 
twenty-five hundred, dollars per annum, whick shall not be di- 
minished during his' continuance in oflBiccf, but the Judges shall 
receive no fees or perquisites of office, nor hold any other office 
of profit under the State, the United States, or any o^er 
power. ^' * , • 

Sec. 5. The Circuit Courts shall have original jurisdiction in 
all matters, civil and criminal, not otherwise excepted ih this 
Constitution. '. 

Sec. 6. A Chcuit Court shall be held iii. shcW copies an^ at 
such times and places therein as may be prescribed by, law, and 
the judges of the. several Circuit Courts may hold Courts for each 
other, and shall do so when directed by law. 
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. Sec. 7. The General AsBembly shall have power to establisk 
and organize a separate Court or Courts of origmal equity juris- 
diction, but until such Court or Courts shall be established and 
organized the Circuit Courts shall exercise such jurisdiction. 
. Sec. 8. The General Assembly shall provide by law for the 
appointment, in each county, of an officer to take probate of wills, 
to grant letters testamentaiy of administration and guardianship, 
to attend to the settlement of the estates of decedents and of 
minors, and to discharge the duties usually appertaining to Courts 
of Ordinary, subject to the diretion and supervision of the Cir- 
cuit Courts, as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 9. A competent number of Justices of the Peace shall be, 
from time to time, appointed or elected in and for each county, 
in such mode and for such term of office as the General Assembly 
may direct, and shall possess such jurisdiction as may be pre- ' 
scribed by law ; and, in cases tried before a Justice of the Peace, 
the right of appeal shall be secured undei* such rules and regular 
tions as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 19. That there shall be elected, at the time and places 

Srescribed by law, by the qualified electors of the State, a Chief 
ustice and two Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of this 
State, who shall reside in this State ; and at the same time thei^ 
shall be elected, by the qualified electors of each of the respective 
Judicial Circuits of this State, one Judge of the Circuit Court, 
who shall reside in the Circuit for which he may be elected ; and 
the said Chief Justice and Associate Justices, and Circxut Judges 

shall continue in office for the term of six j^ars from 

Unless sooner removed, under the provisions in this Constitution 
for the removal of Judges by address or impeachment : and foe 
wilful neglect of duty or other reasonable cause, which shall not 
be sufficient for impeachment shall remove any of them on the 
address of two-thirds of the General Assembly : Provided^ hoi^ 
ever^ That the cause or causes shall be stated at length in sudi 
address and entered on the journals of each House : Andpi^ov^ 
ded further^ That the cause or causes shall be notified to such 
Justice or Judge so intended to be removed, and he shall be ad- 
mitted to a hearing in his own defence before any vote or vote* 
for such removal shall pass, and in such cases the vote shall be 
taken by yeas and nays, and entered on the journals of each house 
respectively. , • .., .\ ^ ,., t, .. , , > 

Skc. IJ. The said election shall be conducted, and thq returns 
thereof mad^ in the manner prescribed by law for the election of 
members o^ Congress, , ' it f ' • 

Sec. l!2. Tfeat wjien^ver the 'GeneraV Assembly shall ^create 
a Chancery Court, under the provisions pftjiis Constitutibn, th« 
Judges thereof shall be elected in the manner provided in the 
last two sections of this article, and shall hold their offices and 
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be subject to all the provisions of said sections': Provided^ hoi':- 
• ever^ That thfe said Judgess shall be elected by general ticket or 
by districts, as the General Assembly m^y direct. 

Sec. 13. That should a vacancy occur either in the Supreme, 
Chancery, or Circuit Courts, by death, removal, resignation or 
ot^ierwise, it shall be the duty of the Governor to issue a writ of 
election to fill such vacancy, and he shall give at l^ast sixty days 
notice thereof by proclamation; and the Judge so elected to fill 
said vacancy shall continue in ofiice from the time he qualifies 
under his commission, until the expiration of the term of his pre- 
decessor : Provided^ however^ That should it become necessary 
to fill any such vacancy before an election can be held under the 
provisions of this Constitution, the Governor shall have power 
. to fill such vacancy by appointment, and the person so appointed 
shall hold his office from the date of his commission until his 
successor shall be duly elected and qualified. 

Sec. 14. The Clerks of the Supreme Court and the Clerks of 
the Court of Chancery and Circmt Courts shall be appointed by 
the Judges of their respective courts, x 

Sec. 15. The Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors and 
Judge's of the Circuit Courts shall, by virtue of their offices, be 
Conservators of the Peace throughout the State. 
■ Sec. 16. The style of all process shall be "The State of Flor- 
ida," and all criminal prosecutions shall be carried on in the 
name of the State, and all indictments shall conclude, . " against 
the peace and dignigf of the same." 

Sec. 17. There shall be an Attorney General for the State 
who shall reside at the seat of government, and he shall perform 
/ such duties as may be prescribed by law ; he shall be elected by 
the joint vote of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and 
shall hold his office for two years, but may be removed by th^ 
Governor, on the address of a majority of the two Houses of 
the General Assembly, and shall receive for his services a coin- 
pensation to be fixed by law. . .., j'.' ,' ,• * \ . '" 

Sec. 18. There shall be one Solicitor ft>r bacli Circiiit, who 
shall reside therein, to be elected by the qualified electors of the 
Circuit, who shall hold his office for the term of four years, and 
shall receive for his services a compensation to be fixed by law. 

Sec. 19: l^o Justice of the Supreme Court shall sit as Judge 
or take part in the Appellate Court on the trial or hearing of 
any case which shall have been decided by hini i^ the Court 
below. '^' ■ - * ' ^'^^_ , \-^;. ..*,','. 

Sec. Jj50^ T1^9 General AsseH^biyfh^l^^av^^ 
in eladi.' county, a Bpara of Cbmtnissiqiiers ]^r the rogulatiop of 
the cbt^^; btisiifess th^reb. ^ . . , , . ' ' , < ^ ' / . ' T - i 

Sec. '*^^i .' If o .d[u,ty;ncft jui^ciaf sh^ hk in[m(dsed;t]iy law^^poii 
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the Justices of the. Sugremcr Ca^ CiMoelb^ pr,.tj^^ Judges 
of the Circuit Cburts'br this Stat^.' . "','.. .' ' ! V ,..,.> * ; . '; 

.^^o^'an I^-^. -jiifjjtfcOilSAafflC'OF'-AililS^^ '-1.'.)' Vi' 

S^c44€«-^l'44iSi;he''^rbviso, add after the word "such'" the 
-words "other Courts as the General Assembly may establish." 

Tte'thiHd^06tlob-bf St. Joseph Constitution is omitted. 
• Sectiatt"-3?.'./3Wie w^rds^'^when organized" are omitted. Z''^-^''' 

Section 4. " The words as well as the Justices of the Supreme 
Court'^- Arfe-aiSdefl td 4^e clause providing for the salary of 
Judges, and the'^^ords " twenty-five hundred " substituted |or 
" two thousattd.*' • ' / - 

S^oti(Jti8i Attbd'ddS0%f^heseoribh the'woi^ "Circuit" is 
substitntedftr "Cotttirs^f Chancery.**' ■ ' . /' 

Section I'O- changes the mode of ap|)ointmerit to that ' of elec- * 
tion by the people, and the terms' "of office fbom eight to six 
years." -•' ' ■■-' ' '• • /'■ _ '■'.'' ': ■ . • ■ 

Seeti6n 11 is addfed and provides for the mode of conducting 
the election. ■ ' • , ' : 

Section 12^ is suided and provides; fOr'the election of Judges 
or ChancellorftJwhen a sep^i^atc Chane^y Cottrt shall be estab- 
lished. • • '■ • ^'- ■ '■■ '■ " ' -^ ^'^ ' • 

Section 18^ is lEKidfed and provide& foi*- filling Vacancies in the 
ofiices of Judges 0f said Courts. 

Scctkm 14 changes the modes of appointing the Clerks of said 
Cohrts^nd vests it iti the Judges of said Courts. 

Section 15 strikes out the words " and iTustices of the Peace 
in their respedfelve counties^* at the close of section 14 of former 
Constitttticcn. "' « • > •■'"■^'" '■■ • " J" .' - . ■ 

Section 17 strikes out that part of the 16th section, of former 
Constitution /whidi plHivideS tbat thfe Attokey General shall at- 
tend the! desfiioofts^ of the' General AssetnWjr, make fbm^s, &c.; 
and provide that he may be rwnoved cfnlii^ addregs of a "ma- 
jorily ^' • '!0f the^lve> Housed of 'thd GcaieWd Assembly, instead of 
two-tMtdisatifl;tb«'foi«i^rC!oi«tftulidfi.^^^ '^ ^ 

'••' J'V.: ..)■• ' o-nr -!j '' • r ''''Al'-iH. BUSH, Chairiiian. 

Which was received and read and the accompanying arfr 
cled^'tbo^fiaced'wnong^tise^^fde^^drtodi^y ' ■ ' "• ^ 

c^e Comiretfte^'%» E^^ the fdllawhig 

The C9pjjitte,e. p|j JElng^s^jigptjiep^rt^gfli <H)r , 

the ifpow)J^vx^?sl^cr'. ^^^^ '. 4 : \^. . if . : .; . ^' / . . 

from office. 

Whichc^is^a^ ?^^'' 
placed aihbng'the ofi 
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On motion of Mr. Lan4rtim,Mr. John Morrisoil, delegate from 
Walton County, was sworn and took his seat. 

The Committee on "General Provisio&s, indading all subjects 
Qonnected with the Coloured S^opilQ^tion of the State, nuido the 
following report: ; . , 

Your Committee on " Geijeral Provisions, including Idl subjects 
connected with the Colored Popniation of the State,'^ aak leave 
to make the firilp wing report, vi3: 

Fn&^T. Whereas, Afrioan slavery having been abolished in 
this State by the military power of the United' States, 

Se it therefore ordained, by the people of the Sta^ in, general 
Convention convened^ That ;neither African slavery, nor involun- 
tary servitude, shall in future exi^tin this State, except for crimes 
or misdemeanors, whereof the parties shall have been duly con- 
victed by the courts of the State. 

Second. The General Assembly shall have power to pass laws 
to prevent free negroes^ midattoes ^nd other persons of color, 
from immigrating to this State. 

Thikd. The General Assembly shsJl have power to pa^ laws 
defining to what extpntj, and in ^hat suits or causes of action, 
negro and mulatto evidence shall be admitted in this State. 

Fourth, Treason against the State shall consist only in levying 
war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving theni aid and 
eomfort. No person sh^U be convicted of treason unless on the 
testimony of two witnesses to the sam© overt a<5t, or Ms <»nfes- 
sion in open court. ^ , 

Fifth. Divorces ;(rom the bonds of matrimony shall not be al- 
lowed but by the judgment of a court, as shall be prescribed 
bylaw. ,1 

SixTjgu The G^new4 A^en^Wy shall declare bv law what parts 
rfthe commou^w,,a;^A what parts of the civil kw, not* inconsis- 
tent wi^ this coDstitutionj shall be 'm force in this State. 

S|iv]^n:H. The oat^s i(rf (#oers, directed to be tadsen xjcdAqt tiiis 
constitution, may be admipiflij^ted by .any Jndge or Jnstibe of 
the Pfi^ceof the St^t^ pf ST^rida, until otherwise prescribed by 

Eighth. The Courts oi th|a State ^haU never isntertaia jurisdic- 
tion of any grants, of land in^, ^Flo?idas, mad^ by the Kinff of 
Spain, or by his authority, subsequent to the jtwenty-fourth day 
of January, eighteen hundred and , eighteen^ nor shall tl^e saia 
Cfenrts rec^e as evidence, in any ((Se, certain grants said to 
liave been made by the said King of *&»alnih favor (ft the Duke 
rfAlagoii,'flie Count Kmon R(^6, ffld DoA Pedro de Y^gas, 
cr any title deriyed ;&om either of said joprants. 

Affofwhi6bisrispcctfu%8ubmitt^ __^ 

jAlflra 6ETWS, Chairman. 
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Which was received and read, awd tlio accompany in o- articles 
placed among the orders ot the- day. 

Mr.''Livinfit}on,fi'onithe ComniiUee on Finance, Accounts and 
State Liabilities made the followini^ report : 

Thfe */Ooitimittee on- Finance, AciiountJ? and State LiabiHties," 
submit tha followhig repm't : 

That en exaraiuing the report and statement furnished by tht- 
Treasurer, they have ascertained that the amount of outstandinix 
Treasury Notes issued by the; Statd, is one million, eight hun- 
dred and MyB-even thousand two hundred and sixty-nine 99-1 OO 
dollars-. An indebtedness of such magnitude, added to thu 
bonded debt, would be difficult if not impossible to be con- 
trolled and paid,' but nevertheless your committee do not feel it 
to be consistent with the honor and dignity of the State,, and 
justice to the, holders of these n6tes, to recommend their re- 
pudiation. Tiie idea is distasti^ful to them no matter what may' 
haye been the objects and purposes for which they were issued. 
A high sense of public virtue and honor dictates that they should 
be met^ but at the same time justice to the State' demands that 
she should not be required to do more than assume to pay the 
value of the notes, when compared to the jiist value of commodi- 
ties in the years 1863 a^id 18G14 in a sound currency. 

TKese periods are selected 'because most of flie notes were re- 
ceived -by their present holders during thqse years, and the early 
part of the year 1865, and although, in many instances, as in tlie 
case of salaried ollicers, the State paid them out at their nominal 
vahie, yet when parted with they passed' into the hands of otli- 
ers.at the' rate of 'depreciation obtaining ^vith respect to Con- 
fedemte note^ at the time. It is not perceived why the State 
should therefore do more than provide for the payment to the 
holders of the value of tliese notes in a sound cun'ency. If it be 
said that there are sOiiie persons who received" them ' directly 
from the State, in i>ayment of salaries, at a par value, and that 
thete are a few others who took them upon a sale to the State 
of articles at a much less jjrice than they wefi^ rated hi the mar- 
ket, it may be replied that if an atteiilpt is made tOkiiscriminate 
between these and all others^ Ut will aifbrd iust ground of com- 
plaint, and other jbarties m^y 'likewise dematid that an inquiry 
should be instituted to ai^ttttln th^ precise rate^of depreciation 
at different periods, -and thdt 'they shdttM T^e paid atl'ates cor- 
responding thereto, according hs they^an be able to show that 
they received them at 4iff(k'^nt? tiuaesf^' G^eat difficulty, embar- . 
rassment tod'-feohfiision wokltJ be' the result of such an effort. 

It should be remembered that very Many of our citizens who 
held large amounts of Confederate notes, and others who ni- 
vested their monev in Confederate bonds, have lost by the re- 
8 "^ 
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suit of the war the whole amount so held or invested. The war 
was an adventure in which all were embarked, and all should be 
willing to suffer the consequences without complaint ; still less 
should they complain who, by the action which your committee 
propose, will have'the benefit of a provision securing the pay- 
ment of the value of the note's at the time they were generally 
received. 

Taking the values in the years 1863 and 1864 as the standard, 
and the fabulous prices ruling these years for all cpnimodities 
pai:d for in Confederate or State Treasury N'otes, your committee 
have concluded that ten for one is a fair average of value, which 
would yield to the holders of the notes ten dollars in the hun- 
dred and which would reduce the debt arising therefrom to one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand seven hundred and twenty-six 
99-100 dollars, and they submit for the consideration of the Con- 
vention an ordinance providing for the issuing of coupon bonds 
to qover the amount. ^ 

With respect to the bonded debt, a statement of which ap- 
pears in the State Treasurer's last report, your committee beg 
leave to report that as the bonds were issued prior to 1861, or 
if issued after, were so issued inpayment of indebtedness created 
before that year, the observations made with respect to the State 
Treasury Notes now outstanding are inapplicable to them. They 
should be met according to their tenor and eftect. 

In the statement of the Treasurer, we find that " tVo hundred 
and ninety-seven thousand five hundred dollars of the bonds of 
1861 were deposited with the Confederate States Government 
at Richmond in lieu of that amount of their Treasury notes, and 
i*ecommend that said bonds shall not be paid in any other tham 
Confederate currency. 

Your committee submit with this report a statement furnished 
by the Treasurer showing the assets belonging to the State, 
and also the dates of issue of the Treasury notes. It will be seen 
that the assets applicable to the general debt, with a small ex- 
ception, are merely nominal and entirely inconvertible. They 
cannot therefore be relied on, and it becomes the duty of the 
General Assembly to provide for the* payment of the interest and 
principle of the bonds which may be issued. 

Your committee report " an ordinance to provide for the re- 
demption of all outstanding Treasury notes." 
r Respectfully submitted, 

D. G. LIVINGSTON, Chm,n. 
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STATE ASSETS. 

Certificates for 6 per cent. Confederate Bonds, $105,000 00 

7.30 " " 26,400 00 

" Treas. Notes, 31,475 89 

State Treasury Notes, ^258,401 86 

Va. and N. Carolina State Bonds, (of the State Bond 

1866, Sinking Fund,) 29,500 00 

Va., N. Car. an4 Tenn. State Bonds, and city Charles- 
Bonds and Bank Checks in Compt'r office, 29,182 38 
Balance due the State by Revenue Officers, 144,881 49 

TREASURY NOTES. ♦ 

Issued 1861-'2, (see Tresurer's Report,) 500,00^00 

" 1861 ch. 1279, No. 22, War Tax, 233,000 Oo 

'' 1862, ch. 1337, No, 21, 637,915 00 

" 1862, ch. 1372, No. 56, 164,635 .20 

" 1863, (see Treas. Report Nov. 12, 1864,) 351,090 15 

" 1864, (see Treas. Report Oct. 20, 1865,) 350,000 OQ 

$2,236,640 35 
DEDUCT. 

Rec. from sales of land and de- 
stroyed by Committees of 
General Assembly, e$l 75,586 75 

Rec. from same source and on hand 
to be destroyed, marked "re- 
deemed," . 5,381 75 

Am't on hand, 258,401 86— 379,370 36 



Outstanding, $1,857,269 99 

. The " Registry " (required by the law) of the Treasury Notes 
is at the Executive office. 

The Ordinance 49 of 1862, embraced the Notes "now issued 
and to be issued." 



AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOB THE REDEMPTION OF ALL OUT- 
STANDING TREASURY NOTES. 

1 . Be it ordained by the people of the State of Florida in Con- 
ventioii assembled^ That all Treasury Notes now outstanding 
shall be redeemed at the rate of ten cents in the dollar, and no 
more ; and the Governor first elected under the Constitution 
adopted by this Convention, is hereby authorized and directed 
to issue Cottpen Bonds of the State of Florida, payable thirty 
years after date, the interest to be paid annually at the r^-te of 
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six per cent, per annum; and that said bonds be issued by him 
in the redemption of the State Treasuly Notes now outstanding, 
at the rate of ten cents on the dollar, and nb move; and when 
said ndtes ai'e' redeemed', the Governor shall, from time to time, • 
caiise th^ same to bfe^'canK^elled atiA 'destroyed. 

2. That the Bond's so to beissilied^hairbe signed br the Gov- 
ernor, eomitersigned by the Comptroller,' and; registered, in the 
Treasurer's oiii(3e, dntl shall bfe m^d^'in siich foi^m as/ihe Gov- 
ernor shall devise, * . • ' : ^ * • . 

3. It shall be the ditty of the Ge^d'al Assembly to make pro- 
vision for the payment of the p:^^ere6tj ftom time to time, as it 
shall accrue, and for the ultimate. payment of the principal of 
said Bonds. , ' ' . ' 

Which was received and read, an'd the. ordinance accompany- 
ing the same placed among the orders of the day; ' 

ORDERS OF THE DAY^' ; 

Ordinance on the right of suifrage and qualification of officers, 
came up on its second reading. 

The following amendment was offered by Mr. Long : 

Irisert after the words, " No officer, seaman, soldier or marine, 
in tlie service of the U. S.," iji the proviso of sec. 1, these words, 
••' or any other person in the'employ or pay of the United States." 

Mr. Landrum^ offered the following addition to the amendment 
of Mr. Long ; 

''Or any other persons who are not citizens of the State of 
Florida;" ■ ' , 

Which was lost. 

The amendtaent offered by Mr. Long Avas then adopted. 

Mr. Ilogue offered the following amendment : 

After the words "offer to vote" msert " and who shall at the 
time he offers to vote have paid all taxes due from him to the 
State and County ;'' . - 

Which was lost. * • 

Mr. Walker offered the following amendment as an addition 
to the amendment, of Mr. Long just adopted: "Or in the em- 
ployment of any person or persons' whatsoever;" 

Which was lost. • - . ■. • / - 

Said ordinance was tlien .ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. ; 

Ordinance on Ceiisus and Appovtio^unent of Representation, 

Came up o,n its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Bush 
was recommitted to the C'ompiiUe.e on Ceusijs.and the Appor- 
tionment of Represent?itio,ii- , -^ . , , " - ) 

Ordinance, on Militia came upi on itf^' second reading , and Avas 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
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Ordinance on the Executive, pej^artinent eaiiie up on its sec- 
ond reading, and on' motion oflVIr.' tifogue, till e Convention went 
into Committee of the Whole, Mrllittng. in tbei Chair. 

The Committee after ^me tiHie spent in session for its con- 
sideration- rose and reported back the ordinance ta the Cdnven- 
tion as amended. ' - ' j\\'. \ . ' - 

On motion of Mr. H<>gue, the Co^tven^ion concurred ia the 
amendments made by th^e Committe^tpf the Whole. 

The hour-ot 1- P, M/iiaving arriv^e^, in r< pursuance of the mo- 
tion adopte<l thU morning; regulating [l^e .hours of business, the 
(yonvention took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3 O'CI^OCK. F. M. 

The Convention resumed its session — a quorum present. 

An ordinance qn the Executive Department being still before 
the Convention oh its second reading, Mr. WiUiams offered the 
following amendments : . • ' 

Strike otjitan section 1^ as amended, the words "elected by 
joint ballot of the Senate ao>d House of Representatives,'' aAd in- 
sert in lieu thereof the words " elected by the qualified elecitofs^ 
of the State at the same time, and who shall continue in office for 
the same term of year?^ as the Governor of the State f^ 
■ Strike out in section -23 as amended,- the words "elected by 
joint ballot of the Senate ' ahd Hoti^ of ' Repres^htatJyes," and 
insert in lieu thereof the woitIs "elected by the qualified electors 
of the State at the same time, and who sliill coJntiriue in office 
for the same term of years as the (Governor of th6 State ;" 

Which was agreed to. * , 

Mr. Bush offered the following amendment : 

Strike out the word ** impeachment" after the words "<>^ti4a- 
son and^'inthd 12th feeotidti. ^ . . • ' 

Mr. Hogue moved as a substitute fdr th6 atnendmetitof Mt 
Bush, to strike out all of the l^th sectioh after ' the woi'ds ** pre- 
scribed- by- law;" ' ' • *' ' ' • J. ' 

Which wa!s agreed to. ' • * '> ( , .... 

Mr. .Maxwell offered the , following amendment to the 19tlt 
section: " .' \ ', 

■ Strike out the words hi the latter part bf said seetibu, " But in 
cases of tetnf)onn*y absetee of the . regularly 'etectiffd Governor 
from the State; his compensation shall not ' on that account cease 
or be diminished ;" . ' ' 

Which was dj^reed to, and the ordfnatice as amended ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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The following communication from Major General Foster was. 
re^d and ordered to be spread upon the journal : 

Headquarters Depaetment of Florida, ) 
Tallahassee, October 28th, 1865. ) . 
A. J. Peeler, Esq., 

Secretary of the Convention : 
SiR^I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th, communicating a copy of the resolution of 
thanks of the Convention for facilities afforded in the assembling 
of that body, and also an invitation to a seat on the floor of the 
Convention. 

Please to accept my assurances of the great gratification with 
which I receive the above expressions of the feeungs of the mem- 
bers^ of the Convention, and my thanks for the courtesy that they 
have extended to me. 

Very respectfully, 

, Your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General Commanding. 
Ordinance on the Legislative Department, which came up on 
its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Long, the Convention 
went ifito Committee of the Whole for its consideration — Mr. 
Wright in the Chair. 

After some time spent in session, the Committee rose, and 
through their chairman reported the ordinance back to the Cour 
vention as amended, and requested the concurrence of the Con^ 
vention in the amendments made thereto. 

T^e ordinance as amended was then ordered to be engrossed 
fo^ third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Long moved that the Convention take a recess until 8 
o'clock, P. M; 
Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Davidson moved that the Convention do now adjourn to 
meet at the regular hour for meeting to-morrow morning ; 

Upon which the yeas and nays b^ing called for by Messrs. 
Long and Williams, the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baitzell, Bell," Bird, Bush, Cal- 
laway, Davidson, Duncan, Porman, Green, Hogue, Kelly, Lap- 
drum, Lassiter, Leslie, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLeJlan, Morri- 
,son, Overstreet, Owens, Spencer, Taylor,' Walker, Whidden,. 
Whitehurst and Wright— 28. 

Nays — ^Messrs. Coulter, Gettis, Livingston, Long, Love, Mick- 
ler, Niblack, Richard, Richards, Scott, Simmons, Wiggins, Wil- 
liams and Wilson — 14. 

So the Convention stood adjourned until to-mprrow morning, 
9 o'clock. 
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SIXTH DAY. 



TUESDAY, Oct. 81, 1865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjouniment— a quorum 
present. 

Prayer by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Rutledge. / 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday was dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. Coulter offered the following motion : 

That the regular meeting of this Convention shall be nine 
•o'clock, A. M., and that the Coiivention shall remain in session 
ujitil one o'clock, P. M., and shall, unless the business be then 
•disposed of, take a recess until three o'clock, P. M., remain in 
session until five o'clock, P. M. ; take a recess untU half past 
seven o'clock, P. M., and remain in session until half-past nine 
o'clock, P. M., and that this regulation be observed during the 
balance of the session ; 

Upon which the yeas, and nays being called for by Messrs. 
Coulter and Willianls, the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Coulter,. Duncan, Gl-een, Hines, Holden, Laii- 
drum, Lassiter, Livingston, Long, Love, Morrison, Overstreet, 
Owens, Richard, Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Whidden, Wil- 
liams and Wilson — 20. 

Nays — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Callaway, Cooper, 
Davidson, Fortoan, Gettis, Hendry, Hogue, Kelly, Leslie, Mag- 
bee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Richai'ds, Taylor, Walker, White- 
hurst and Wright — 22. 

So the motion was lost. ' 

Mr. Williams offered the following motion : 

That the rules of this Convention shall be so amei^ded as to 
prevent any delegate upon this floor from addressing the Con- 
vention for more than fifteen minutes at a time ; 

Which was agreed to. . 

Mr. Long offered the following motion : 

That the Committee on Finance, Accounts, and State Liabili^ 
^ ties, be instructed to call upon Governor Maryin, and with his 
assistance, raise the necessary funds to defray the expenses.of this 
Convention; 

Which was agreed ta 

On motion of i4r, Magbee, Mr. Baltzell was added to the 
Committee on JBoundaries. 

Mr. Maxwell, from the Committee on Schedule and Ordinan- 
ces made the following report ; 
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The Committee on Schedule and » Ordinance, have had the 
same under consideratipn afid -rppoi't tl)e following provisions 
as the result of their deiroeratioiif^'^fOi- the action of the Con- 
vention : 

Schedule and Ordinance. 

In order that no inftonVenJenccmtiy 'arise fi'om the re-organi- 
zation and re-establishment of the State Governmuent^ it is de- 
clared and ordain ecTf ' ' ' »■•'''''■ I • 

1. That all laws and parts of law^. now in force, passed by tlie 
Legislatures of the Territory o^ State Of Florida, tmd all Acts of 
the General Ass6mbly"6f4hb State of Florida, .prissed since the 
tenth session thereof, commencing on.Monday, November 26, 
A. D., 1660, and n6t>'6ptignatit t,6. the pi-diisions of thi^ Consti- 
tution or the Contoidtion.of ihe'lQ'nited I^tates, shall contlntie of 

' fiill force and ' virtiie^ unt^' by , Operation of tTi^ir provisions or 
limitations, the same shall cea^^ to be iir force, or 'until the feen- 
erkl Assembly of this Statq shall alter or .repeal the same ; and 
all writs, actions, prosecutions, ' Judgments, deicrees, Executions, 
and contracts, shall be, arid continue unimpaired, and ^U process 
which has heretofore issiifed fr^6m any* of the Courts of this State, 
and not made unlawful by the provisions ' of this Cohstitution, 
or the Constitution of the tJnitea States, shall con^nue good and 
valid ; and all sales made liji'^^r^'i^hd.by \irtue of executions and 
deci-ees issufedfrom; p:i*d mrtde ;bj^ aiiyof the ^qurtsof this.State, 
where they were rriade in cOnforoiitj^ tq^ .th^ law, feii^^ting and 
recbgnized at the' time to 'be valid and' of forcf, a^id all acts, 
orders and proceedings, madp, done, and pcrformec^, by Judges 
of Probate conformable to: 'the* then existing laws, ^nd 'all acts 
j)erforjtted. fey exe6ptors-,"admini3tratorg aiid gliarSiiVIs, by 'virtue 
of any order or decree, gi^ahted'dnd madd by any ;«r}idgo of Pro- 
bate, Circuit, or other Court in this State/ arid all.smeS' by them 
made under the like authority, shall coritjinie ^o'od and valid, and 
nothing in this Con^itritipri shall impaif th6 obligations' of law- 
ful contracts, or vioMt6 Vested', rights constitutionally "ac'quired, 
either of individuals or of 'aSsBbiations claiming to exercise cor- 
porate privileg-es' iii tliis ^ate. ' " ' ^ ' ' ' ' ; ' , ^' ,'. • ' / . \ \ ' ' 

2, All fines, penalties,, forfeitures., obllgajiieii^" find 'escheats, 
heretoibre acci-uing to'fte 'gt^te ot'Ffirida, atid not made unlaw- 
ful by the (ToilstitutijoA^'oV'.laws' cifthe'tTm Mtes^ -Shall con- 
tinuje to' accrue td th6 us'e^bf the^State. ^' ' ' / '7^ ^ " 

3/ AU'recogiihzaniiy^^yi^tofore tkfeeri'shail remdn ^[valid, and 
all bonds executed to the ''^ 
before or since the first d^ _ . ^rf 

other officer oftbe State m hik ofiScial'd&p^ ,^ _ . 
force and virtue for the uses therein respecti^el]^ .dxpres^ed, and 
may be sued for and recovered accordingly, knd ^Hcrimirial prbse- 
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cations and penal actions which have arisen, may he prosecuted 
to judmnent and execution in the ndftne of the State. 

4. The Provisional Qoremor of this State is hereby authorized 
to appoint to their respective offices, the dvil officers of this State, 
who were discharging the duties of their offices immediately prior 
to or during the month of May, A. D. 1865, and to make such 
other appointments to office as may be necessary or proper to 
reorganize or re-estabUsh the civil government of this State; and 
all actions at law, or suits in Chancery, or any proceeding pend- 
ing in any of the Courts of this State, prior to or during the. said 
month. of May, A. D. 1865, and either before or subsequent to 
the tenth day of January, A. D. 1861, shall continue in all re- 
spects valid, and may be prosecuted tp judgment and decree ; 
and all judgments and decrees rendered in civil causes in any of 
the^ courts in this State, during the period of time last above 
specified, and not repugnant to the Constitution of the United 
States^ are hereby declared of full force, validity and effect. 

5. The President of the Convention sh^ be authorized and 

empowered, on the — : — day of to issue writs of election 

to the .proper officers in the different counties in this State, and 
make prodamation for an election for Governor, Lieutenan^Oov- 
ernor, Secretai!y of State, Treasurer and Comptroller of Public 
Accounts of the State, Representative in Congress and members 
of the General Assembly, in each dounty and district in this 

State.' The said election shall be held on the day of 

A. D. 1865. The said dection shall be conducted according to 
the existing election laws of the State of Florida, and shall take 
place on the same day throughout the State, the returns to be 
made according to law. The members of the General Assembly, 

80 dected, shafl assemble on the-^^ — '• of -A. D. 1865. 

ISie Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Secretaiy of State, Treasu- 
rer, Comptroller of Public Accounts, and members of the General 
Assembly, shall entei^ upon the du^s of tiieir respective offices 
immediately after their dection, and shall continue in office in 
the same manner and during the same period tiiey would have 
done had they been elected on the first Monday in October, A. 
D. 1865. The Representative in Congress shall continiie in 
office in the same manner and during the same period he would 
have done had be been elected on the first Monday in October, 
A.D. 18«4. 

All of which is respectfiilly submitted. ' 

G. TROUP MAXWELL, Chairtiian. 
' Which wias received waA read and the accompanying articles 
plaoed among the orders' of the day. 

Mr. Bird, nrom the Committee on Etigrossment, &c., made the 
following rq)ort : 
9 
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The Committee oi?iEagKopsmenit,'&.a., report, as correctly, en- 
grossed, the foUpjwiog iOr^iuaif^ce, viz : ;,. 

An Qir^i^wac. ow tjie, ifight of .suffrage apd qualific^tiopB of 
officers; al^p an Ordinanqe pp Militia. . ' , 

,, , ; ^sp^ctfully, submitted, 
^ WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was r^oeiv^dandi read, and the accompanying ordi- 
nances placed among t^e qrders of the day. 

Mr. Niblack, from the Committee on. Census, apd apportion- 
ment of Representation, n^de the following repoi-t : 

The Committee to whom was re-qommitted the report on Cen- 
sus and Appprtionment.of Representation, ask to return the 
samei, with the following amendments : 

In section 5, strike out the words "twenty-seven," and insert 
"twenty-eight." 

Strike out in sapae section the words " the Counties of Co- 
' lumbia and Suwannee shall compose the fifteenth district," and 
insert " the County of Columbia sh^ compose the fifteenth dis- 
trict, and the County of Suwannee shall compose the sixteenth 
distinct," and that the numbering of the seyer^ districts following, 
shall be changed so as to conform with the above alterations. 

S. L. . NIBIiACK, . Chairman. 

Which was received and read and the, amendments reported 
by th^ Cpmmittee concurred in. ; . 

; ORi)EtlS OF THE DAY. 

An ordinance on Banian and other Cprpoi*ations, 

Caqie up on its secoaid readifig as the dpecial prcjar of the 
day, and on motion of Mix. Lo^, the Convention went into 
Conw»iW;ee of jthe Wholo. for its-rpp^sideration — ]fv, Davidson 
in the chair, ^ ;^ , , ,, , 

After spijae t;ime spont th^rjeip, !4;he Committee rose and 
throii^, their chairman repprted,thj9 prdinane^ h^k to the Qon* 
vention,.as ^.mepdedi .and.aske4.the;Coi^oni:ren€ie of the Conten- 
tions thpr^i?i.o,: .,j;. V ' . 1 1 ' . ! ' 

On mption, the ..amendm^^nts madi^ by; thQ Cofpmittee of the 
Whole were conQurrjBd in. . .; ,. 

l^e ordii^ance still beii^g on it^ sieqpnd r^ading^ Mr. Baltzell 
moved to amend by striking out the 10th section, and ipsertiog^ 
in lien thereof the following ; ,..,/.; ^ 

" ^^tbcor thjB Stat;e nor ^mr county^ city inor town shall either 
directly or indir^tjy, n^ake ?ui c^ligatio% guarantee or .endorse^ 
ment in aid of anv corporation oj*,priv{^t^, 'ent^rnrise wjpiate^fi]?;'' 

Upon: ,^.hich the j^aa {mj|DayB bj^ing; ca^ed ^ f)y Messrs. 
Baltzell and Bird, the vote was : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Baltzelli' Bell, feirdjHDoulter, Green, H^ies, 
Livingston, Maxwell, Spencer and Taylor-^16. '. ^ 

Nays— Mr. president, Messrs. Bush, Callaway, Coopex^, David- 
son, Forman, 6ettis,Hogue,Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Landrran, 
Lassiter, LesUe, Long, Love, Magbee, May, McLellan, Mickler, 
Niblack, Overstreet, Oweils, t*asteur, Richard, Richards, Rich- 
ardson, Scott, "Simmons, Whidden, Wiggins, Williams and Wil- 
son— 33. . V 

So the amendment was lost. ' 

Ordinance to ratify maniages between Preedmeri ^d Freed- 
women dad for other purposes, . ' 

Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Long, 
the Convention went into Committee of the Whole for its con- 
sideration — ^Mr. Kelly in the chair. ., ' ' / 

After some time spent therein, the Comniittee ro^e and 
through their chairman reported the ordinance back to tie'Con- 
ventipu without amendment. , " 

Oh motion of Mr. Livingston^ the oi:dinance was then referred 
to tt6 Judiciary Committee. . ' ', 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Ehgi-ossment, made the 
following report : , 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., charged with fhe duty 
of reporting upon Enrolled Ordinances, report the following 
ordinance correctly enrolled and ready for the signatiiteg.of the 
President and Secretary of the Convention : 

An Ordinance to annul the Ordinanfce of Secession. \ ' 

WM. PAPERS BIRD, Chnv'n. 

Which Vas received and read. 

Ah ordinance on Public Domaiur and Internal Improvements, 

Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mi\Balt- 
zell, the Convention went into Committee of the Whole for its 
consideration — Mr. ])iaxwell in l^he chair. ' 

After some time speiit thf jrein, ' the Committee rose and 
through their chairman reported progress and asked le^ye to sit 
again. / 

The hour of 1 t\ M. having arrived, the Conventini^ took a 
recess until 3. P. M.* ' . 



3 O'CLOCjJK, P, M. 



// 



The Convention resuijied its $ession— a quorum present." 
An (5Hiilance oh' Public Doii^^in and Internal linproviiiiients 
still being before the Cdhvention on its second reading' ^s re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole, who asked leave to sit 
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again, the Committer on the Whole resumed its session-r-Mr. 
Maxwell in the c]^air. 

After some time spent therein^ the . Committee rose and 
through tieir chairman reported the ordinance Jjack to the Con- 
vention as amended, w / ■ 

On motion, the Convention concurred in the amendments 
nia^e thereto bv the Committee of tlje Whole, and the ordinance 
as amended ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

An ording,nce to annul all liabilities of the State pf Florida in- 
curred between the 10th day of January, 1861, and the 27th 
day of Octobers lj865, 

Came up on its fir^t reading and was read an^ ordered for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

An ordinance to annul certain ordinances a^c^ resolutions of 
thp l^st Convention of the people pf Florida, and certain acts 
and resolutions of the (General Assembly of the State of ITorida, 
passed since the 10th dw of January, 1861, and to make vsdid 
the proceedings of the Courts of said State, held since tl;ie 10th 
day of January, 1861, and to legalize marriage^ solemnized since 
that date, and for other purposes ; / 

Which wag read the first time, and on motion, referred to the 
Committee on Schedule ^nd Ordnances. 

,An engrossed ordinanqe on Civil Officers and Impeachmen\;s 
and i^emoval from office ] , 

Which was read, a third time and put upon its passage, upon 
which the vote was : , 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bu^h, CaUaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Dividson, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, Green, 
Hendry, Hines, Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Las- 
siter, Leslie, Livingston, Long, Love, Magbee, MaxweU, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Moi^rison, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Pas- 
teur, Richard, RichardsL Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, 
Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams, 
Wilson and Wright— 48. 
, Nays— None. . . , , 

So the ordinance passed. 
' An ordinance on the Judicial Department, 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on 
to-morrowk — 

An ordinance to provide for the Redemption of all Outstand- 
ipg Treasury Notes, o , . , , , 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on 
to-mprrow. ,^ v .^ 

An ordinance on the General Provisions of the Constitutipn, 
including all subjects coi^nected wit^^ the Colored Populatioa of 
the State, . . ., ^ . - • 



Digitized by 



Google 



69 

Was redd the first time and ordered lor a second reading on 
to-morrow. ^ 

An engrossed ordinance on Militia, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passagCj upon which 
the vote was : . 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell» Bush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, Green, 
Hendry, Bines^ Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Las- 
siter, Ledie; livingston. Long, Xove, Magoee, Maxwell, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Pas- 
teur, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Spott, Simmons, Spencer, 
Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams, Wil- 
son and Wright— 48. * 

Nays — ^None. 

So the ordinance passed. 

An engrossed ordinance on the Right of Suffrage and the 
Qualification of Officers, 

'Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : . , ' 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bush, 'Callaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncaii, Forman, Gettis, Green, 
Hendnr, Hines, Hogue, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Las- 
siter, Leslie, Livingston, Long, Love, Magb^e, Maxwell, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblaci, Overstreet, Owens, Pas- 
teur, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, 'Simmons, Spencer, 
TWlor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams, 
Wuson and Wright— 48'; ' . .'; 

Nays — None. 

So the. ordinance passed. 

An ordinance on Census and the Apportionment of Represen- 
tation, • . 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on 
to-morrow. > 

The rule being waived, Mr. Baltzell, Chairman of a Special 
Committee, appointed to draft resolutions respecting the pardon 
and release of Jefferson Davis of Mississippi, and D. L. Yulee, 
S. R. Mallary and A. K. Allison of Florida, made the following 
report: 

The Committee, to whom was referred the resolution offered 
by the Hon. Mr. Dav'idson, beg leave to report the following to 
the Convention : 

Whbseas, The Convention of theStat^ of Florida feel a deep 

solicitude for the President of late Southern Confederacy, Jef- 

. ferson Davis, and being mindful that he waA but an instrument of 

the peopWof States, and guilty only to the extent of others 

who have already been pardoned for the same offence, and 
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respectfully snggesting that in his release the Oavemment 
would illustrate its wisdom^ magnanimity and clemency, not 
only to the people of' the United States, but the world at 
large: ' - • 

Besolved^ therefore,. That His Excellency Andi^ew Johnson, 
President of theUilited States, whose administration has been 
signsffiaiaS in k mO»t extraordinary degree by the great virtues of 
deniendyKtifi mercy, be rfequestedto extend a "pardon to the , 
said ' Jeli^tdife Davis, or a parole, as to him may deem most ex- 
pedient. ''> , ^.- ' 

Whereas^' ttie Convention^in common with the people of Flori- 
da, take a deep, interest in their eminent fellow-oitizens, th^ Hon. 
D. L. Yulee, S. R. Mallory, and Gov. A. K. Allison, now for along 
time detained in confinement by the General Government, and 
feeling assured that they are not only well disposed and loyal to 
the Government, but by their talents, euergy and fair standing, 
would exert a favprable influence in restonpg order and pros- 
perity to the State in iter present disturbed 'cpndition, whilst , 
their own private aflBairs and the condition of their lamUies re- 
quire also their presence at home, 

JBe it tfieref ore resolved b'^ this Convention^ Ths^t a deputation 

consisting of « persons be selected ty the Convention 

to wait upon the President of the United States , at an early pe- 
riod, and respeqtfiiUy to' present the cogent claims of these m- 
dividuals to his demency, and to expreiss to him the, great grat- 
ification it woula afford the Convention and people of Florida to 
have their speedy release. 

THOS. BALTZELJi, Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the accompajuying resolu- 
tions ordered to come up for adoption on to-morrow. 

The rule being waived^ Mr. Busk, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made the following report ; 

The Committee on the Judicial Department, to which was 
referred the subject of vagrancy, heg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they recommend the adoption of the following Ordi- 
• nance : 

Section 1 . JBe it ordained b^ the peopk of the State ofJHorida 
in Convention Assembled^ That upon complaint made on oath 
before a Justice of the Peace, Mayor, Alderman, or Intetidant of 
Police, or a Judge of the Circpit Court, that any person able to 
work, . or otherwise to support himself in a reputable way, 
is wandering or strolling about, or leading an idle, profligate 
or immoral course of life, to issue his warrant to the Sheriff or 
any Constable, commanding him to^n^est the party accused and 
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bring Jiira beft^re &w^h Justice pf the Peace qv otib^r officer, and 
if the said officer Bhould be satisfied by the testiiaony of the 
guilt of the accused, the said officer shall require him to enter in- 
to bond, payable to the Governor of Florida and hie successors 
in office, in such sum as the said officer may prescribe, ttQt t^ ex- 
ceed five hundred dollars, with suflScient security to :be approved 
by said officer, for his good behavior and future industry for one 
year, and upon his failing or refusing to give such security, he 
shall be committed and indiqted as a vagrant, and on conviction 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
and imprisoned for a term not exceeding twelve months, or by 
being sold for a term not exceeding twelve months, at the dis- 
cretion of the Court, and that this ordinance shall be in force on- 
ly until the General Assembly shall make provision on this 
subject. , 

Sec. 2. Be it farther ordained^ That it shall be the duty of 
the General Assembly to pass such laws as it may deem best cal- 
culated to prevent vagrancy in this State. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

A. H. BUSH, Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the ordinance reported was, 
on motion, read the first time and ordered for a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Bush, from the Committee on the 
Judicial Department, made the following report-: «, 

The Committee on the Judicial Department, to whom was re- 
ferred An Ordinance to ratify marriages between Frei^dmen and 
Freedwomen and for other purposes, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That the committee highly approves the object sought to be 
attained by the ordinance under consideration, and recommend 
the passage of the ordinance with the following amendments : 

Strike out the words " freedmen and freedwomen," wherever 
they occur, and substitute the words " colored persons." This 
the committee proposes in no spirit of criticism, but becaiisc they 
think the words substituted are more appropriate to convey the 
meaning intended to be expressed. 

Strike out the proviso in the first section as follows : " provi- 
ded the parties are now living together as man and wife." 

The committee believe that if the colored persons were mar- 
Tied in either of the modes pointed out in the preceding part of 
the section, they ought not to be permitted to dissolve the mar- 
riage relation at their mere pleasure. 

The committee recommend the alteration of the third section 
so as to read as follows : " Children born of colored parents, 
who have not lived together and. held themselves out as man and 
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wife, shall be deemed bastards, and it is herd)^ made the duty 
of the General Asilembly to pass such laws as wiU amply provide 
for the maintenance of such cnildren, if indigent, untU they attain 
the age of twenty-one years, by apprenticeship or otherwise, as 
the General Assembly may think best. 

Your committee reconmiend the passage of the ordinance, if 
amended as above indicated. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

A, H. BUSH, Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying ordinance 
placed among the orders of the day. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Forman oflfered the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved^ That the Secretary furnish to the printer of this 
Covention, a copy of the census of the several counties of Flor- 
ida, according to the United States census of i860, that he mar 
publish the same in the records of this House for the information 
of the members an,d the country ; 

Which was adopted. % 

The rule being waived, Mr. Kelly moved that the President 
appoint a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Wright, Walk- 
er, Baltzell and Bush, to prepare resolutions expressive of th6 
feelings of this Convention on the death of Hon. Wm. A. For- 
ward; \ r r 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing, 9 o'clock. 
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United States 0ensuB of HoWaa in 1860. 



COUNTIBS. 



WdlTEf. f ( ; • '»j 



Male, j Female. Total, 



Slaves. 



Aggr^ate 
Population. 



Alachua 

Brevard 

Calhoun..; 

Clay 

Columbia 

Bade 

Duval 

Escambia 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Hamilton 

Hernando, (estimated). . 

Hillsborough 

Holmes. . . 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

Leon, 

Levy 

Liberty 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Monroe 

Nassau 

N^w River 

Orange , 

Putnam 

Santa Rosa 

St. Johns 

■ Suwannee 

Sumter 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington 



a,034 
136 
442 
716 

1,867 
S4 

i,561 

2,a^ 

730 : 
2,085 
1,505 

600 
1,291 

619 
3,767 
1,764 

761 
1,687 

096 

490 
1, 

1,796 

1,276 

1,108 

1.622 

452 

914 

2,117 

975 

796 

534 

673 

467 

868 

1,314 

841 



1,733 3,767 



453 

672! 

1,215; 

26i 

l,364r 

1,020 

Km 

1,896 1 
1,2291 

500 1 
1,124 

652 
2,606 
1,7M 

729 
, 1,507 

635 

446 
1,698; 

278 
1,498 
1,026 1 

870| 



895 

1,388 

80 
2,925| 

3,664 
l,378l 

3,9811 1 
2.734 

i;ooo, I 

2,415. t 
1,271 : 
5,2631 
3,498' 
1,490 
3,194 
1,331 
985 
3,621 
'601 
3,2941 

%;m.\ 

l,978i 



Total ! 41,128 

Add Free Blacks in State, 



1,453 


3,075 i 


371 


823; 


720 


1,684| 


1,931 


4,048, 


978 


1,953; 


671 


1,467 1 


466 


1,000> 


586 


1,2691 


394 


861 


804 


1,672 


1,270 


2,584 


839 


1,670 


. 86,619 


77,747 



4,457 

21 

55i4 

519 

2,063 

2 

1,987 

1,961 

520 

5,409 

1,397 

200 

564 

112; 

4,903i 

6,374 

577 

9.087 

450 

621 

4,349 

253 

5,314 

451 

1,612 

744, 

163 

1,047 

1,371 

1,003 

&35 

549i 

125: 

297 i 

1,167 1 

4411 



.[I J 

,745! I 



61,745 



345 

1,410 
1,907 
4,615 
82 
4,912 
5,615 
1,898 
9,390 
4,1-31 
1,200 
2,979 
1,383 

1046*> 
9,872 
2,067 

12,268 
l,'i8l 

i.47e 

7,77<^. 

854 

8,600 

2,75;3 

■ 3,59<j 

3,82t» 

987 
2,681 
5,419 
2,956 
2,302 
1,549 
1,384 
1,158 



2,144 



139,492 
982 



TOTAL Population,. 



140,424 



10 
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SEVENTH DAY, 



WEDNESDAY, November 1st, 1865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjouniment — a quorum pre- 
sent. 

TheJRev. Andrew J. Woldridge officiated as chaplain. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday was dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. Long moved that a cbmmittee of five be appointed to ar- 
range and digefet the ordinatides of this Convention ; / 

which was agreed to, and Messrs. Long, Hogue, Wright, 
Bush -and Gettis, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Walker moved the appointment of a select committee in 
accordance with the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the following propositions, contained in the 
Provisional Governor's message, be referred to a special com- 
mittee to consider and report upon the propriety of their being 
adopted by this Convention, either in the form of an ordinance 
or inserted in the Cpnstitution, and in what part of the Consti- 
tution they ought to be inserted, if adopted at all : 

1. Slavery having been destroyed in this State, neither slavery 
onr involuntary servitude, exxsept as a punishment for crime^' 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall hereafter 
exist in this State, and all the inhabitants of this State, without * 
distinction of oolor, are free. ' 

2. N'o law discriminating between the inhabitants of this 
State, on account of color, iq any matter affecting their freedom 
or their rights of person or property, shall be valid or be passed 
by the Legislature. 

3. No person shall be incompetent to testify as a witness on 
account of color, in any criminal proceedings founded upon any 
injury to a colored person, nor in any proceeding affecting the 
rights or remedies of any colored person.. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Magbee and Duncan and were as follows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bush, Callaway, Cooper, 
Davidson, Forman, Hines, Hogue, Holden, Kelly, Landrum^ 
Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mickler, 
Morrison, Mblack, Overstreet, Richards, Richardson, Scott, 
Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams and 
Wright— 32. 

Nays— Messrs. Bell, Coulter, Duncan, Gettis, Green, Hope, 
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Johnston, Long, Love, Magbee, Owens, Pasteur, Richard, Sim- 
mons and Wliidden — 15. 

So the motion was agreed to, and Messrs. Wright, Landrum, 
Hogue, May, Hines, Overstreet, Whitehurst, Williams, Kelly, 
Mickler and Walker appointed said committee. 

On motion of >{r. Coulter, Mr. Duncan was excused from 
further attendance on the Convention during the day. 

Mr. Williams moved to strike out the 24th rule of the Stand- 
ing Rules adopted by the Convention ; 

Which was not agreed to. • 

Mr. Niblack moved' that the Committee on Militia be request- 
ed to report an ordinance authorizing the Provisional Govenior 
to organize the nlilitia ot the State, for the purpose of k^ping 
up proper police regulations, until the civil government of the 
State be fully restored ; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Wright, chairman of a select committee to express the 
feelings of this Convention on /the death of the Hon. Wm. A. 
Forward, made the following report : 

Resolved^ That the members of this body have heard, with 
j)rofound regret, of the recent death of the Honorable William 
a; Forward, late Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, who 
had been long and intimately connected with the councils and 
business of the State, and whose decease cannot fail to be a sub- 
ject of de'ep and lasting soitow to all who knew him. 

Which was adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An ordinance to annul all liabilities of the State of Florida in- 
curred between the 10th day January, i86l, and the ,27th day 
of October, 1365, 

Came up on its second reading, and,, on motion, was passed 
^ver informally. 

An ordinance on the Judicial Department, 

Came up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Living- 
ston, the Convention went into Committee of the Whole for its 
consideration — jVL.'. Wiggins in the chair. 

After some time spent in session, the committee rose, and, 
through tl^ir chairman, reported the ordinance back to the Con- 
vention, as ^mended, and asked the concurrence of the Conven- 
tion thereto. 

The hour of 1 o'clock, P. M. having arrived, the Convention 
took a recess until 3, P. M. , 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Convention resumed its session — a quorum present. 

An ordinance on the Judiciai Department still being before 
the Convention on its second reading, as amended and reported 
by the Committee of the Whole, Mr. Baltzell offered the follow- 
ing amendment : . . 

Add to the last line of the 3d section th^se words, " and two 
Judges of the Circuit Court may be added to the Supreme 
Court wb^n in session, at the discretion of the Legisl£(ture, and 
Vhe Court so composed shall constitute the Supreme Court of the 
State when the Legislature shall so direct ;" 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hogue offered, as a substitute for the 10th section, the 
following, to constitute said 10th section : 

lO. Judges of the Supreme Court, Chancellors, and Judges of 
the Circuit Court shall be appointed by the Governor, by 'and 
' with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the Senate when in 
8ession, and hold office for the term of six years from the date 
of their appointment, unless sooner removed under the provis- 
ions made in this Constitution for the removal of Judges by ad- 
dress or impeachment ; and for wiliul neglect of duty or other 
reasonable catise, which shall not be sufficient ground for impeach- 
ment, the Governor shall remove any of them on the address of 
two-thirds of the General Assembly : Provided^ however^ That 
the cause or causes shall be stated at length in such address, and 
entered on the journals of each house: A^id provided further^ 
That the cause or causes shall be notified to the Judge so inten- 
ded to be removied, who shall be admitted to a hearing in his 
own defence before any vote for such removal shall pass, and in 
such cases the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays, and entered 
on the journals of oach House respectively ; 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Ilogue and Bush, and Avere as follows : 

■ Yeas — jV^-. * President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird ^ Callaway, Coop- 
er, Davidson, Forman, Hogue, Kelly, Livingston, Magbee, Max- 
well, May, Pasteur, Tayl6r, Walker and Whitehurst — 17. 

Nays— Messrs. Bell, Bush, Coultei", Duncan, Gettis, Green, 
Hines, Holdeu, Hope, Johnston, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, 
Long, Love, McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblack, Overstreet, 
Owens, llichard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Spen- 
cer, Whidden, Williams, Wilson' and Wright^-Sl.* 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Davidson moved to amend the 21st section by adding the 
words " except in cases otherwise provided for in this Constitu- 
tion;" 
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Which wa$ agreed to, 

Mr. Wright moved to amend tjie lOtfi section by striking out 
so much of said fiection as gives thp. dection of t)ie Chief Justice 

• and two Associate Justices of the St^r.eoiQ Cour|; to the qi^^lified 
electors of. t;he3taie; , / ... 

Upon which the yeas. a»d pays were galled for by Messrs. 
Long and Williams, ; and were as follows : 

• Yeas-^Mr. President, Messr^ BaltzeH,. Bird, Bush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Coult^j Davidson, !Porman, Gettis, Hogue, Kelly, Les- 
lie, Maxwell, May, Niblack, Pasteur, Taylor, T^alker, Wiggins 
and Wright-^21. 

Nays — Messrs. Bell, Duncan, Green, Hines, HoMen, Hope, 
Landrum, Lassiter, Long, Magbee, McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, 
Overstreet, OwenS^ Richard, Richards, Simmons, Spencer, Whid- 
den, Williams and Wilson — 22. 

So the motiou was lost. . 

The ordinance as amended was then ordered to be engrossed 
, ^for a third reading on to-morrow. 

An Qrdituiiice to annul ^11 liabilities of the State of Florida in- 
curred between the 10th day of January, 1861, and the 27th day 
of October, 1865, came up on its second reading, and the foUow- 
^ ing substitute was offered by Mr.. Magbee : 

Be it ordained hy the people of Florida in Convention assem- 
bled^ That at the first election for Governor of the State of Flor- 
ida, the State's liability to pay the State Treasury notes issued 
from the commencement of the rebelHon up to the time of the 
surrender of Gens. Lee and Johnston's armies, shall be submitted, 
to the people of Florida as follows : At the time of voting at 
said .election each elector stiall endorse on his ballot the. word 
" Pay " or " Repudiate," and the result of said election shall be 
returned in the same manner that is prescribed by law for the 
returns of election for Governor and counted in the same man- 
ner. 

He it further ordained^ That if the word " Pay" shall receive 
the majority of votes, it shall not prevent the members of the 
General Assembly from receiving f nd beinff governed by in- 
structions from their constHuents to VBte for 3ie payment of the 
Ml amount issued, or any part of the amount issued, as to the ' 
Legislature or their constituents may seem right to direct. 
. JBe it further ordained^ That at the first meeting of the Le- 
gislature of Florida after the passage of this: ordinance, this ques- 
tion shall be finally settled. 

JSe it further ordaimd^' That i^Q inspectors of election shall 
be furnished with instructions to carry into effect this ordinance 
at the same time they receive instructions for t^e election of the 
first Governor of this State after the passage of this ordinance. 
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Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
M^oee and Coulter and were as follows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Bush, Callaway, David- 
son, 6ettis, Hines, Hope, Kelly, Landrdm, Lassitei', Leslie, Liv- 
ingston, Long, Magbee, May, McLellan, Morrison, Owens, Pas- 
teur, Richard, Richards, Scott, Whidden and Wilson — 25. 

Nays — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Cooper, Coulter, Duncan, For- 
man, fereen, Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Love, Mickler, Over- 
streeti Richardson, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Wiggins, 
Williams and Wrighlh— 21. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

On motion, the substitute ^dopted for, said ordinance was then 
placed an;iorig the orders of the day to. coipe up with a similar 
ordinance reported by the Committee on Finance and Public 
Accounts. 

An ordinance on General Provisions, including all subjects 
connected with the Colored Population of the State, 

Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Living- 
ston, the Convention went into Committee of the Whole for its 
considerjation — Mr. Long in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
through their chairman reported progress, and on motion of Mr. 
Niblack, the ordinance was then recommitted to the Committee 
on General Pro^dsions, including all subjects connected with 
the Colored Population of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Davidson, Mr. F. M. Bryant, delegate from 
Franklin county, came forward and took the oath prescribed by 
the Convention preparatory to taking his seat. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned until to-nwrrow 
morning, 9 o'clock. 



' EIGHTH t)AY. 



THURSDAY, November 2d, I'865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum 
present. 

On motion, the reading of the journal ©f yesterday was dis- 
pensed with. 

On motion, Mr. Whitehurst was relieved from further duty 
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upon tlje Select Comtnittee raised yesterday iu pursuance of Mr. 
Walker'a motion. - 

The following conuntmioation wae received from thfi office of 
His EapoeUency the JProvisJonal Goveruor : . , 

Officii of the PBovreioNAL Govbrhor, ) 
* TallahassAe, Nov. 1st, 1865. J 

A. J. Peeler, l£sq., 

Secretm^ of the Convention : 

Sir : I send you some copies of- tbe President's proclamation, 
and also some advertisements put forth by the Post Office De- 
partment in relation to conveying the mails. PleaiSe place them 
in the hands of the members of the Convention for distribution 
among the people. The advertisements concerning the mails 
are franked by tl^e Post Office DepartmcDt, and may be addressed 
by the members to such of their constituents as may feel an in- 
terest in the matter, or wish to become contractors for convey- 
ing the mails. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Tout obedient servant, 
SAM'L J. DOUGLAS, 

Private Secretary. 

Which was read. 

A communication from ex-Governor Tbos. Brown, of Florida, 
to the President and members of the Convention, wa« received 
and read. 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossment, &c^ made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., report as correctly en- . 
grossed, the following ordinances, viz : 

An ordinance on the Legislative Depaitoient ; 

An ordinance on the Executive Department ; also. 

An ordinance on Public Domain and Internal Improvements. 
Respectfully submitted, 
' : . . W . CAPERS 'BIRD, Chm'n. 

Which was received and read and the accompanying ordi- 
nances placed among the orders of the day. . 

Mr. Magbee, from the Committee on Boundaries, made the 
following report : 

The Committee ori Boundaries has instructed me to report the 
following ordinance, to- wit : 

AiiTiCLE xn. 

JSe it or<^ined by the people of Florida in Coftvention asBem- 
bledy Th^t the boundry of the State of Florida shall be as fol- 
lows ; Commenmg at the mouth of th^ River Perdido, from 
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thence up the said livea* t6 *w1iere the thirty-'flrst dtegree of Korth 
latitude intersects the said line, thence due East to the Chatta- 
hoochee River, thence down the said rive^ to its confl«ienoe with 
the Flint River, from then«^ strait to the head of the^ St. Mary's 
River, thex^e down, th^ iniddle of sud riv«r itp the Atlantic 
Ocean, thence South war4iy. If ortjiwardly and Westwardly, in- 
cluding all Islands within five leagues of the shore, to the l;>egin- 
ning. Respectfully submitted, "'■ ' 

JAS. T. MAG«EE, Chm'n. 

Which was received 'ftk^d i^ead, and the report, Hoadeiby the 
Conilniittee conenrr^ in and the article reported pla<>ed among 
the otders of ib(» dly. -> 

Mf. FoBBUan^ Irom the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, 
nidde the following report : 

The standing Committee on Taxation and Revenue ask leave 
to report the following article : 

1. The General Assembly shall devise and adopt a system of 
revenue, having regard to an equal and uniform mode of taxa- 
tion, to be general throughout th6 State. * 

2. No other or greater amount of tax or revenue shall at any 
time be levied, than may be required for the necessary expenses 
of government. ' ' 

3. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in conse- 
quence of an appropriation b^ law, and a regular statement of 
the receipts and the expenditures of all public monies shill be 
published and promulgated annually with. the laws of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

4. The General Assembly shall have power to authorize the 
several counties and incorporated town& in this State to impose 
taxes for county and corporation purposes, respectively, arid all 
property shall be taxed upon the principles estabKshed in regard 
to State taxation. 

5. The General Assembly shall have power to authorize the 
laying of a capitation tax. 

A. J. FORMAN, Chairman. 

Which was received and reai, and the report made, by the 
Committee concurred in and the article referred to placed Among 
the orders of the day. 

The rule being waived, Mi\ Niblack introduced the following 
ordinance : 

The people of the State cf Florid^in ^General Convention as- 
sembled, do ordain and declare, that while we recognize the free- 
dom of the colored Vaee, and are desirous of ^xtlending to them 
lull protection in the rights of person and property, and in our 
legislation to Selcare th^ elevation and improt^ia^nt in idl that 
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IB calculated to promote human kappinefis, we d^lare it the un- 
alterable sentiment of this Convention, that the la\v8 of th*^ Stat^ 
shall be made and executed by the white rabe. ' ' 

S..L. NIBLACK, Chairman. 
Which wa8 placed among the orders? of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

f. . ,, , . .. 

An ordin^ice to provide for the Kedempitipt) •of all Outstand? 
mg Treasury Notes,. ; ., 

Came up on its second reading, and the following substitute 
was offered by Mr, Ij43gue: 

Au ordinance to' be «?ntitled " an oi'diwaiice U) provide for the 
equalization and ultimate absorption of the liabilities of the 
State, contracted, by the issue of Treasury notes, during the 
progress of the late war." 

Be it ordained by the People of Florida in general Conven- 
tion assembled^ That, with a view to the equalization of the 
burden of the State debt, contracted by the issue of Treasury 
notes, in the prosecution of the recent contest with the United 
States, and to provide for its ultimate absorption, there shall be 
annually levied and assessed a special tax, corresponding and in 
equal amount to the annual State tax, which may be levied for 
the support of the State Government, but which tax shall be 
payable in any of the liabilities so contracted as aforesaid ; and 
m order to provide against speculation in the same, and to guard 
against combinations on the part of the holders of the same to 
advance the price of the said liabilities above their real value, it 
is hereby provided, that the tax-payer shall be at liberty to com- , 

mute his said tax by a payment in currency, at the rate of 

cents on the dollar. It is further provided, that the amount of 
currency, so paid into the treasury as commutation, shall consti- 
tute a special fund, and be appropriated by the Treasurer, under 
the control of the Governor, in purchasing, at their market value, 
any of the said liabilities, which, when so purchased, shall be im- 
mediately registered and destroyed, and report be made thereof 
to the General Assembly. ^ ' 

Mr. Coulter offered the following, ae -a substitute tor the sub- 
titute offered by Mr. Hogne : ' ; 

An ordinance to repudiate all t'he indebtedness of the St)ate of 
Florida incurred between the lOth day ot^ January, A. D. 
1861, and the 27th day of Octobei-, A. D. 1865, and for other 
purposes. 

£e it ordained by the People of the J^tate of Florida in Con- 
11 
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vention assembled^ That all debts cotitracted by the State of 
Florida^ or in its behalf, whiob^M^ere directly or indirectly u^ed in 
aid of tixe late war, are hereby declared void, ^pd the Jegislature 
shall have no power to provide for the payment of the Bame, or 
any part thereof, ^or shall it . have power to assume or promise 
to pay any portion of the debts contracted or incuri;ed by the 
Confederate States, or by its agents or authority. . 

Mr. Magbee moved that the ordinance* with the substitutes 
be, with a^substitnte offered by him on yesterday to the ordi- 
nance of Mr. Coulter on the same subject; laid on the table to 
come up together and be considered as a whole, among the or- 
ders of the day; 

Upon which the yeas and nays Were called for by Messrs. 
Dunca.a and Coultw and were as follows : 

Yeas — ^Jdv. President, Messrs. Bird, Bush, Callaway, David- 
son, Forman, Hogue, Kelly, Land rum, Lassiter, Livingston, 
Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Overstreet, Owens, Taylor, 
Walker and Wiggips — 20. 

Nays — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bryan, Cooper, Coulter, Dun- 
can, Gettis, Green, Hendry, Hope, Johnston, Leslie, Long, Love, 
Mickler, Morrison, Niblack, Pasteur, Richard, Richards, Rich- 
ardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Wright — 29. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

On motion, the substitute of Mr. Ma<ybee adopted on yester- 
day, for the ordinance of j\Ir. Coulter, was taken up as a part of 
the subject matter under consideration, to be acted upon at the 
same time with the ordinance and the substitute offered before . 
the Convention. 

The question being taken upon the substitute of Mr. HogUe, 
it was not agreed to.. 

The question being taken upon the substitute of Mr. Coulter, 
the yeas and nays being /called for by Messrs Coulter ^nd Bell, 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Coulter,. Duncan, Green, Hendry, 
Love, Mickler, Overstreet, Richardson, Simmons, Whidden and 
Williams-fl3. 

Nays — Mr. President, J^essrs. Bird, Bryan, 6ush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Davidson, Forman, Gettis, Hines, Hogue, Hope, John- 
ston, Kelly, Landrum, LesHe, Livingston, . Magbee, Maxwell, 
May, McLellan, Morrison, Niblack, Owensi, Pasteur, Richard, 
Richards, Scott, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins, 
Wilson and Wright— 35. 

So the subsUtute was not adopted. 

The question being taken npon the substitute of Mr. Magbee, 
the yeas and nays bdng called for by Messrs. Magbee and Spenr 
cer, the vote was : 
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Yeas— Mn*. President, Messrs, Bell, Bird, Btish, Callaw*iy, 
Davidson, Duncan* Forman, Hendry, Hines, Hogue, Hope, 
Johnston, LandrunL» Lassiter, Leslie, Magbee, Maxwell, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Pas- 
teur, Riokard, Richards, Riohardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, 
Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams and Wilson— 37. 

Jf ays-r-Messrs. Baltzell, Bryan, Cooper, Coulter,^ Green, Kelly, 
Livingston, Tavlor, Wfalker and Wright^-^lO. 

So the substitute was adopted as a substitute for the original 
ordinance before the Convention. 

Mr. Bird moved that the substitute be referred to a select 
committee of five, of which Mr. Baltzell shall be chairman ; 

Upon which, the yeas and nays being called lor by Messrs. 
Magbee and Landrum, the vote was : 

Yeas — Messi^. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Cooper, Coulter, Duncan, 
Green, liendry, Hines, Hogue^ Johnston, Maxwell, May, Niblack, 
Richardson, Simmons, Taylor, Whitehurst and Williams — ^^17. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Callaway, Davidson, Forman, 
Hope, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Long, Love, Magbee, McLel- 
lan, Mickler, Morrison, Overstreet, Owens', JPasteur^ Richard, 
Richards, Scott, Spencer, Walker, Whidden, Wiggins, Wilson 
i^nd Wright— 26. 

So the motion was lost. 

The ordinance was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading or. to-morrow. 

An engrossed ordinance on Public Domain and Internal Im- 
provements, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bell, Ifird, Bush, Callawf^y, Cooper, Coulter, 
Davidson; Forman, Green, Hendry, Hines, Hope, Lassiter, Les- 
lie, Long, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Morrison, Niblack, 
Overstreet, Owens, Pasteur, Richard, Richards, Richardson, 
Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Whidden, Whitehurst. Wiggins, Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Wright — 36. 

Nays — None. 

So the ordinance was passed and ordered to be enrolled. 

An engrossed ordinance on the Executive Department, 

Was read a third time and put npon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird,' Bush, Cal- 
laway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duiican, Forman, Gettis, 
Green, Hendry, Hines, Hope, Johnston, Landrum, Lassiter, Les- 
lie, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Morrison, 
Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Pasteur, Richard, Richards, Rich- 
ardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, 
Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams, ,Wilson and Wright — 46. 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 

Nays — ^None. 

So ihe ordinance was piassed and ordered to be enrolled. 

Ao engroeged ocdinance 6q the Legislative Department, 

Was read a third timfe and put upon its passage, npon which 
the Toite was : ; '. . . .• ' ■■■ ■ 

Yeas — Mr. jPrewdent, Meissrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Cal- 
laway, . Cooper,' Ooulter, Davidson, Duncan, .Forman, Gettis, 
Greeh, Hendry, lliries, HogUe, Johnstoin, Kelly, Landrura, Las- 
siter, Leslie, Livingston^ Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblack^ Overstriaet, Owens, Pas- 
teur, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, Sitnmons,* Spencer, 
Tavlory Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst,, Wiggins, Williaras, 
Wilsop and Wright- 4H. 

Nays— 'None. " > '■ . ' . 

So the ordinance was passed and ordered to be enrolled. 

.Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossment, <fcc., made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossment, <fcc., charged with the duty 
of reporting upon enrolled ordinances, report the following ordi- 
nances correctly enrolled and ready for the signatures of the 
president and Secretary, vi» : 

Ab ordinance oh Militia ; and, 

An ordinance on the Right of Suffrage and Qualifications of 
Officers. 

WM, CAPERS BIRD, Chm'n. 

Which was received and read. 

Also the following : ' 

The Coinmitteo on Engrossment, &c., charged with the duty 
of reporting upon enrolled ordinances, report the following ordi- 
nance correctly- enrolled and ready for the signatures of the 
Fresi(^?nt and Secretary, viz: 

An ordinance on Civil Officers and Impeachments and Re- 
movals from office. 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chm'n. 

Which was received and read. 

An ordinance on Census and Apportionment of Representa- 
tion, 

Came up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Kelly, 
the (Convention went into Conjraittee of the Whole for its con- 
sideration — Mr. Magbee in the chjiir. 

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
• through their chairman reported' progress, and asked leave to 
sit again* .. v ' 

The Convention, cofncur red in the report of the Committee. 
• The Hour of 1 P. M. having arrived, the Convention took a 
recess until 3 o'clock. 
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3^ O'CLOCK, P, M. - . 

The ConventioH resumed its session— a quovuiu preiteat. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Spencer offered the following reso- 
lution: ,, , - ,. , 

Resolved^ That this Convention shall and will adjourn on 
Tuesday next, at or Ibefore ^ o'clock, P. ]\I ; ; 

Which, on motion, was ordered to lie upon the tabl^ to be 
called up lor a<?tion on to-morrow. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Davidson moved that the. Com- 
mittee on the Freamble, Declaration and Bill of Rights, be re- 
quested to consider that portion of the St. Josieph's Constitution 
in reference to the "distribution of the. Powers of Government," 
and report tliercon ; also. 

That the Committee an the Executive Department be requested 
to consider that portion in reference to the seat of government, 
and report thereon ; and that the Committee on Public Domain 
and Internal Improvements be requested to consider that portion 
in reference to the 'subject of education, and report thereon ; 

Which was agreed to. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Maxwell, from the Committee on 
Schedule and Ordinances made the following report : 

The Committee on Schedule and Ordinances, to which was 
referred "an ordinance to annul certain ordinances and resolu- 
tions of the last Convention of the People of Florida, and cer- 
tain acts and resolutions of the General Assembly of the State 
of Florida, passed since the lOth day of January, 1861, and to 
make valid the proceedings of the Courts of said State, held 
since the 10th day of January, 1861, and to legalize marriages 
solemnized since that date, and for other purposes," feave had the 
same under consideration and beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That most of the objects proposed to be effected by said ordi- 
nance have been already embodied in the schedule and ordinance 
reported by your committee. Your committee beg leave to re- 
port the enclosed substitute for said ordinaiice. 

G. TROUP MAXWELL, Chairman. 

An ordinance to repeal certain ordinances and acts therein men- 
tioned. 

1. Beit ordained by the People of the State of Florida in 
{jonvention assembled^ That all ordinances and resolutions here- 
tofore passed by any Convention of the people of this State, and 
all acts and resolutions of the General Asisembly of this State, 
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conflicting or inconsistent with the Constitution of the United 
State, and of the State of t'lorida, and in derogation of the ex- 
istence or position of this State as one of the united States of 
America, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

2. Be it farther ordained^ That all lawful and regular acts of 
the several Executive, Judicial and Ministerial officers of this 
State, since the lOth day of January, A. D. 1861, be and the 
same are hereby declared to be in all respects regular, valid and 
justifiable. 

3. Be it^further ordained^ That it shall be the duty of the 
General Assembly to make provision whereby persons who held 
offices under the United States in this State on or before the 
tenth day of January, A. D. 1861, may be reimbursed or held 
without damage for monies or other property in their possession 
belonging to the Government of the United States, and which 
were by them turned over or paid to the Treasury or Govern- 
ment of this State. • 

4. Be it further ordained^ That all marriages, to which there 
was no legal impediment, solemnized in this State since the tenth 
day of January, A. D. 1861, by an ordained minister of the Gos- 
pel, Justice of the Peace, Judicial officer of this State, Notary 
Public, or commissioned officer in the army or navy of the United 
States, shall be and the same are hereby declared to be legal and 
binding to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

Which was received and read, and the ordinance reported as 
a substitute placed among the orders of the day. 

An ordinance on Census and Apportionment of Representation, 
still being before the Convention on its second reading as repor- 
ted by the Committee of the Whole, who reported progress and 
asked leave to sit again, on motion, the Committee resumed its 
session, Mr. Magbee in the chair. 

Afber some time spent in session, the Committee arose and 
through their chairman, reported the ordinance back to the Con- 
vention as amended, and requested the concurrence of the Con- 
vention in the amendments made thereto. 

On motion, the Convention concurred in the amendments 
made. 

Mr. Davidson offisred the following amendment : strike out in 
the first section, the words, " and to the whole number of white • 
inhabitants shall be added three-fifths of the number of colored 
people;" , 

Upon which, the yeas and nays being called, the vote was: ^ 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Davidson, For- 
man, Hines, Hogue, Kelly, Landrum, Livingston, Maxwell, May, 
Morrison, Overstreet, Owens, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Wig- 
gins and Wright — ?0. 

Nays — Messrs, Bell, Bryan, Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, 
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Gettis, Green, Hendry, Hope, Johnston^ Leslie, Lang, Love, Mo 
Lellan, Mickler, Niblack, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, 
Simmons, Spencer, Whitehurst, Williams and Wilson — 26. 

So the amendment was lost., ^ ' 

Mr. Davidson moved to amend by striking out the words 
'*and Liberty," in 1 8th line, and insert in l9th line, between 
words " district" and " the," the words, " the county, of Liberty 
shall compose the 9th district," and change the following num- 
bers of the districts so as they may conform to this amendment? ;" 

Also in 11th line strike out " twenty-eight" and insert "twenty- 
nine ;" 

Which was agreed to. , 

The rule being waived, Mr. Spencer moved to reconsider the 
vote taken this morning, by which the substitute offered by Mr. 
Magbee to the ordinance to provide for the redemption of all 
outstahding Treasury Notes was adopted in lieu of said ordinance ; 

Upon which the yeas and nays being called for by Messrs. 
Long and Magbee, were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, feryan. Cooper, Coulter, 
Gettis, Green, Hines, Johnston, Maxwell, May, Niblack, Rich- 
ardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Whitehurst, Wiggins, 
Williams and Wright— 22. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Bush, Callaway, Davidson, 
Forman, Hendry, Hope, Kelly* L^mdrum, Leslie, Long, Love, 
Magbee, McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Overstreet, Owens, 
Richard, Richards, Walker, Whidden and Wilson — 23. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossment, &c., made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., report as correctly en- 
grossed the following ordinance, viz:. 

An ordinance on Banks and other Corporations. 
Respectfully submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was received and read and the accompanying ordinance 
placed among the orders of the day. 

An ordinance to ratify Marriages between Colored Persons 
and for other purposes, 

Was read a second time, and on ^ motion^ was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading o|X to-i«iorrow. ; 

An engrossed or(linance.x)n Banks and other Corporations, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passag^e, upon which 
the vote was : * 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell,. Bird, Bryan, 
Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Cpujter, Davidson, Forman, Gettis, 
Green, Hendry, Hines, Hogue, Hop^ Kelly, Landr^m, Lassiter, 
Leslie, Livingston, Love, Magbee, vMaxyvell, May, McLellan, 
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Micklcr^ Overstreet, Owcne, Richard, Richards, Richardson, 
Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wig- 
gins, Wilson and Wright — 41. 

Nays — Messrs. Long,. Morrison, Walker and Williams — 4. 

So the ordinance passed. 

On motion of Mr. Wiggins, Mr. Pasteur on account of ill 
health was excused from further attendance on this Convention. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing, 9 o'clock. 



NINTH DAY. 



FRIDAY, Nov. 3d, 1865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum 
present. ^ 

Prayer by the Rev. Samuel Woodbury. 

On motion, the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceed- 
ings was dispensed with. 

Mr. Hogne moved that the vote by which the ordinance in 
relation to State Liabilities was ordered to be engrossed, be re- 
considered with the view of placing it • back upon its second 
reading ; 

Upon which the yeas and nays being called for by Messrs. 
Magbee and Callaway, the vote was : \ 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bryan, 
Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Duncan, Forman, Green, Hendry, 
Hines, Hogne, Holden, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Lassiter, Long, 
Love, Maxwell, May, Mickler, Niblack, Overstfeet, Owens, i 

Richardson, Soott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, •] 

Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams and Wright— 38, 

Nays — Messrs. Coulter, Davidson, Leslie, Livingston, Mag- 
bee, McLellan, Morrison, Richard, Richards annj Wilson — 10. I 

So the motion was agi'eed to ftnd the ordinance placed among 
the orders of tVe day. , 

Mr. Bird from the Committee on Engrossment, ifcc, made the 
following report : • 

The Committee on Engrossment,* <fcc., report as correctly en- ' 
grossed, the following ordinanoes, viz : 

An ordinance to submit the State's Liabib'ty, to pay the State 
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Treasury Notes, to the direct vote of the electors of the gtate of 
Florida ; 

Alfiio an ordinace on Judicial Departments. 
Respectfully submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying ordi- 
nances placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Kelly introduced the following ordinance : 

An ordinance to continue in force certain acts therein men- 
tioned. 

1. Be it ordained by the People of the State of Florida in 
Convention assembltd^ That all acts and amendments heretofore 
passed in relation to the Munici})al Government of the City of 
JPensacola, .be, and the same are hereby declared to be in full 
force. 

2. Beit ordained by the People of the State of Florida in 
Convention assembled^ That all acts and amendments thereto^ 
relating to the Alabama and Florida Rail Road, be, and the 
same are hereby confirmed and declared to be in full force. 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Forman introduced the followinc: resolution : 

Resolved^ That his Excellency the 'Provisional Governor be 
requested to appoint a commission of throe qualified gentlemen 
to examine and report to the next session of the General Assem- 
bly for their action thereupon, t lie changes and amendments to 
be made to the existing statutes, and the additions required 
thereto, so as to cause the same to conforfn to the requsitions of 
the amended constitution, and with reference especially to the 
altered condition of the colored race under the operation of the 
President's proclamation of Emancipation, and the action ot this 
Convention. 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

The resolution oiFered by Mr. S])en(;er on yesterday fixing the 
adjournment of this Convention on Tuesday next, at or before 
5 o'clock, P. M., was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Wiggins introduced a resolution making it the duty of the 
Secretary of the Convention to have published and to distribute 
the ordinances and constitution adopted by the Convention and 
for other purposes ; 

Which was adopted. i 

Mr. Scott, from the Committee t>n Militia, made the following 
report : 

The Committee on Militia, acting under the resolution of the 

Convention passed on yesterday, to-wit : "that the Comnirttee 

on Militia be requested to repgrt an ordinance authorizing the 

Provisional Governor to organize the militia of the State for the 

• 12 
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purpose of keeping up proper police regulations-, ifcc," have hadi 
the matter under consideration and respectfully submit ta tlie- 
Convention, for its action, the following resolution : 

Be it resolved by the people of the State of Florida in Conven- 
tion aeaembled^ That his Excellency, the Provisional Governor^ 
be respectfully requested to exert himself to have removed frorai 
Iho interior of the State, at as early a day as possible, the mili-- 
tary forces of the United States, and to the end, that good order * 
and peace may be preserved, the Provisional Governor is hereby- 
authorized to organize the militia forces of this State for such-* 
purposes, when, in his opinion, it may be necessarv. 

W. W. SCOTT; Chairman. 

Which was received and read and the accompanying resoluif^- 
tion placed among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An engrossed ordinance on the Judicial Department, 

Came up on its third reading, and, on motion, was placed bacFv 
on its second reading, and the following amendment offered by ' 
Mr. Bush: 

, Sec. 22. The election fer Chief Justice and Associate Justices- 
01 the Supreme Court, Judges of the Circuit Court, and Judges>^ 
or Chancellors of the Chancery Court, when established, shall be ^ 
held in every sixth year after their first election, at the same time ' 
and places as the election for members of the General Assembly ^' 

Which was agreed to. . 

On motion, the ordinance, as amended, was then read a thirdi^ 
tiine and put upon its passage, ujpon which the vote was : 

Teas — Mr. President,'Messrs, Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bryan, Bush^ . 
Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Forman, Green, Hendry^, 
Hines, Hogue, Holden, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Lassi^- 
ter, Leslie, Livingston, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, Me*- 
Lellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Richards^, 
Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Whidden, WhitehurstT. 
Wiggins, Wilson and Wright — 44. 

Nays — Messrs. Taylor and Willia^ns — 2. 

So the ordinance passed and waty ordered to be enrolled. 

An ordinance on schedule and ordinances, 

Came up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Max- 
well, the Convention went int^ Committee of the Whole for h» 
consideration — Mr. Landrum in the chair. 

After some time spent in session, the conimittee rose, an^ 
through their chairman, reported the ordinance back to the Con- 
vention, as amended. 

On motion, the amendments made by the Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. 
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Mr. Coulter offered the following amendment to be added to 
JtSie first section : 

Providedy however^ That nothing in this section shall be so 

• construed as to make valid any settlement made by administra- 
rtors or guardians in Confederate money, or in the Treasury notes 
^of the State of Florida, of money received by them prior to the 

10th day of January, A. D. 1861, but that they shall be required 

fto make an equjtable settlement of their several trusts, as may 
be adjudged or decreed by the appropriate courts of the State, 

: according to the principles and practice governing courts of law 

.and equity^ 

Mr. Baltzell offered as a substitute for the amendment offered 

:^by Mr. Coulter and as a substitute for the said first section the 

^following : 

All laws of the State passed during and since the tenth session 

.of the Legislature thereof in i860, not repugnant to the Consti- 
tution of this State or of the United States, shall be valid ; all 

-writs,' actions, prosecutions, judgments and decrees of the courts 

♦ of the State, and all executions and sales made thereunder, and 
^11 acts, orders and proceedings of the Judges of Probate, and 
^of executors, administrators, guardians and trustees, provided 

they were in conformity to the laws then in force and not fraudu- 
lent, shall be as valid as if made under the usual and ordinary 
legislation of the country, provided that the same be not repug- 
nant to the Constitution of the State or of the United States. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
iCoulter and Baltzell, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bryan, Bush, 
CJallaway, Cooper, Davidson, For man, Hendry, Hogue, Hope, 
JLassiter, Leslie, Love, Maxwell, May, Mickler, Morrison, Spen- 
'cer, Taylor, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams, Wilson 
..and Wright-.27. 

Nays — Messrs. Coulter, Duncan, Green, Magbee, McLellan, 
*Overstreet, Owens, Richards, Richardson, Simmons and Whid- 
♦den — 11. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Maxwell moved to amend the first blank in said ordinance 
Tiiy inserting the words "29th day of November," and in the 
■second blank the words " 3d Monday in December ;" 

Which was agreed to. 

The ordinance as amended was then ordered to be engrossed 
tfor a third reading on to-morrow. 

An ordinance in reference to vagrancy, 

Came up on its second reading, was read a second time, and 
••n motion was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
^44-m6rrow. 
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Came up on its second reading and was read a second, time 

^-d on motion, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 

Mr, Baltzeu ^^*T^„ ^^? Committee on Preamble and Bill of 
K"*'«?hts, made the io:"^^mg report : 

The ComraitTtee on i',C'imble and Bill of Rights report the 
folio wino- i7.nide as a suitable provision of the Constitution : 

1. The powers of the Government of tbb State of Florida shall 
be divided into three dit>tinct departments, and each- of them 
confided to a separate body of niao'istracy, to-wit : Those which 
are Lec^islative to one, those which are Executive to another, and 
those which are Judicial to anotlier. 

2. >T ) person or ('o'hH*ri.)n of persons being one of these de- 
partTiv^'its, shall exercise txwy p > wer properly belonging to eiiher 
of t'u^ others, exce})t in the insr.iiiees expressly provided in this 
Constitution. 

TflOS. BALTZELL, Chairman. 

^'^hleh WIS received and rexl, and the accompanying article 
pl'V"'! rirnonir tlie o'Tlors of the day. 

A 1 ordinance on Boim<laries, 

Ca !ie up on its second reading, was read a second time, and 
on motion was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Bird from the Committee on Engrossment, &c., made the 
followinof report : 

The Committee on Enf^rossment, &c., report as correctly en- 
grossed the following ordinances, viz : 

An orrlinance to ratify marriages between colored persons and 
for other purposes ; 

Also an ordinance on Census and Apportionment of Repre- 
sentation. ^ Respectfully submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying ordinan- 
ces placed among the orders of the day. 

An engrossed ordinance to ratify marriages between colored 
persons, and for other purposes, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bush, Callaway, Duncan, Landrum, Lasaiter, 
McLellan, Morrison and Richards — 8. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Bryan, CJoop^, Coulter, 
Davidson, Forman, Green, Hendry, Hogue, Holden, Leslie, Love, 
Maxwell, May, Miokler, Niblack, Overstreet, Richard, Scott, 
Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, . Walker, Whidden, Whitiehursti 
Wiggins, Williams, Wilson and Wright — ^30. 
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So the orduumce was lost. 

An engrossed ordinance on Census and Apportionment of 
Representation, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage upon which 
the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bryan,* Bush, 
Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Green, 
Hendry, Holden, Landrum, Leslie, Love, May, McLellan, Mor- 
rison, Niblack, Kichards, Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, 
Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Wilson and Wright 
—33. 

Nays — Messrs. Ilogue, Lassiter, Mickler, Taylor and Wil- 
liams — 5. 

So the ordinance passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bird, Mr. Rhodes, the Sergeant-at-Amis, 
was excused from further attendance on the Convention during 
the afternoon. 

An ordinance on Taxation and Revenue, 

Came up on its second reading, was read a second time, and 
ou motion was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until 9 o'clock to-mor- 
row i;norning. 



TENTH DAY. 



SATURDAY, Nov. 4th, 1865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum 
|)resent. 

Prayer by the Rev. E. L. T. Blake. 

On motion the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceed- 
ings was dispensed with. . 

Mr. Coulter moved that a special committee of five be appoint- 
ed to take into consideration all the indebtedness of the State of 
Florida, incurred between the 10th day of January, A. D. l86l, 
and the 27th day of October, A. D. 1865 ; 
. Which was agreed to, mxd Messrs. Baltzell, Spencer, Bird, 
itaxwdl and Whitehiirst appointed said committee. 
. Mr. j[S[iblack moved to reconsider the vote taken yesterday oa 
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Mi*. Spencer's resolution fixing a day of adjournment for the 
Convention; 

Which was agreed to, and the resolution ordered to be placed 
among the orders of the day. - 

Mr. Livingston, from the ^Committee on Finance and Public 
Accounts, made the following report : 

In pursuance of instructions from this Convention, the Com- 
mittee on Finance and Public Accounts have had a conference 
with the Provisional Governor in relation to devising a method 
by which the necessary funds to defray the expenses of this Con- 
vention may be raised, and, as the result of said conference, re- 
port the following ordinance and recommend its adoption. 

D. G. LIVINGSTON, Chm'n. 

Which was receiv^ed and read, and the accompanying ordi- 
nance placed among the orders of the day. 

OkDERS OF THE DAY. 

An ordinance to submit the State's liabilities to pay tl^e State 
Treasury notes to the direct vote of the electors of the State of 
Florida, 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Coulter offered the following substitute : 

An ordinance to annul all, the Treasury Notes of the State of 
^ Florida issued between the 10th day of January, A. D. 1861, 

and the £7th day of October, A. D. 1865. ^ 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of Fldrida in Con- 
vention assemhledy That all the Treasury notes issued by the 
State of Florida between the lOth day of January, A. D. 1861, 
and the 27th day of October, A. D. 1865, which were used either 
directly or indirectly for war purposes, are hereby declared void, 
3ttid the Legislature shall have no power to provide for the pay- 
mint of the same or any part thereof, nor shall it have power to 
assume or promise to pay any portion of the debts contracted or 
incurred by the Confederate States, or by its agents or authority. 

Mr. Baltzell offered as a substitute for the substitute of Mr. 
Coulter, the following: 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of Florida in Con- 
verition assembled^ That all debts created by the State of Flori- 
da in aid of the late war, directly or indirectly, are hereby de- 
elaied void, and that the General Assembly of the State shall 
have no authority and are hereby forbidden to ratify the same, 
or any part thereof, and the General Assembly of the State shall 
have no authority and are forbidden to assume or make, any 
provision for the payment 6f any portion of thfe debts contracted 
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or iHcurred^ directly or indirectly, by the Confederate States, it« 
agents or its authority. ^ 

Mr. Johnston offered the following substitute for the last sub- 
stitute offered : 

£e it ordained by the people of the State of Florida in Conr 
vention assembled^ That all the State Treasury Notes issued by 
this State, after the 10th day of January, 1861, be paid by a tax- 
ation of one dollar on each dollar of such currency i^ued, and 
that the Legislature shall have no power to pass any law by 
which this ordinance shall be changed. 

Mr. Mblack moved that the original ordinance and the substi- 
tutes offered be laid on the table ; 

Which was not agreed to. 

' The question then being taken upon the substitute offered by 
Mr. Baltzell, the yeas and nays wel'e c^led for by Messrs. Mag- 
bee and Landrum, upon which the vote was. : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, Cooper, 
Green, Hendry, Holden, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Love, M^^x- 
well. May, Mickler, Owens Spencer, Taylor, Williams and 
Wright—20. 

Nays — Messrs. Bell, Bryan, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, For- 
man, Gettis, Hines, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Mag- 
bee, McLellan, M^orrison, Niblack, Overgtreet, Richard, Rich- 
ards, Scott, Simmons, Whidden, Wiggins and Wilson — 24. 

So the substitute was lost. 

The question then being taken upon the substitute offered by 
Mr. Coulter, and the yeas and nays being called for by Messrs. 
Coulter and Magbee, the vote was : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Bird, Coulter, Duncan,, 
Green, Hendry, Hines, Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Love, May, 
Overstreet, Owens, Richardson, Simmons, Whidden, Williams 
and Wright— 20. 

Nays — Messrs. Baltzell, Bryan, Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Da- 
vidson, Fornjian, Gettis, Hope, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Living- 
ston, Magbee, Maxwell, McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblack, 
Richard, Richards, Scott, Spencel^ Taylor, Wiggins and Wil- 
son — 25. 
, So the substitute was lost. 

The question then being taken upon the substitute offered by 
Mr. Johnston, upon which the yeas and nays being called for 
by Messrs. Johnston an<J Magbee, the vote was : 

Yeas — None. 

Nays-^Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, * Bryan, 
Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Forman, Gettis, 
Green, Hendry, Hines, Hogue, Johnston, Lassiter, Leslie, Liv- 
ingston, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mickler, Mor- 
rison, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richard- 
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•on, Scott, Simmons, Sp encer, Taylor, Whidden, Wiggins, 
Williams, Wilson and Wright— 42. 

So the substitute was lost. 

Mr. Niblack moved to refer said ordinance to the Select Com- 
mittee raised this morning, of which Thos. Baltzell was chair- 
man; 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion, the rules were waived, and the ordinance read a 
third time by its title and put upon its passage, upon which the 
vote was: 

Yeas-^Messrs. Bird, Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, 
Gettis, Hendry, Hines, Holden, Hope, Johnston, Landrum, Les- 
lie, Magbee, McLellan, Morrison, Niblack, Overfetreet, Owens, 
Richard, Richards, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Whitehurst,, Wig- 
gins, Wilson and Wright — 28. ' 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bijan, Bush, 
Duncan, Forman, Green, Hogue, Kelly, Lassiter, Livingston, 
Long, Love, Maxwell, May, Mckler, Richardson, Taylor, Walk- 
er and Williams — 21. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossment, &c., made 
the following report : ' 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., report as correctly en- 
grossed the following ordinances, viz : 

An ordinance on Vagrancy ; 

An ordinance on Schedule and Ordinances ; 

An ordinance on Boundaries ; 

An ordinance on Taxation and Revenue ; 

Also, an ordinance to repeal certain (l||dinance8 and acts there- 
in mentioned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chm'n. 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying ordi- 
nances placed among the orders of the day. 

A resolution in reference to Jefferson Davis, of MissiMsippi, 

Was read a second time, and on motion, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading on Monday. 

An engrossed ordinance to repeal certain ordinances and acts 
therein mentioned and for other purposes, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeasr-Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bryan, 
Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Forman, Green, 
Hendry, Holden, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Lassiter, Leslie, Liv- 
ingston, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mi9k- 
ler, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, 
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Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wig-^ 
gms, Williams, Wilson and Wrtght — 43, 

Nays — None. 

So the oMinance passed and i^'as ordered 't^ be eni'oMed. 

An engrossed ordinance on Schedule and Ordinances, ' 

Was read a third time and pHt' (ipeniit^ passage, upon h;vhicb 
the vo^ was : 

Yeas — 51r. President, Messrs.- Baltieell; Bell,' BiM, Bryaiv 
Bush, Callaway, Cooper, Couhir, Davidson, Formon, Green^ 
Hendrjr, Hogue, Hplden, Hope, Johpston, Kelly, Lahdrum, Les- 
lie, Livingston, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, Miokler, Morri- 
son, Overstreet, Richard, Richards^ Richardson, Spencer^ Tay- , 
lor. Walker, Whidden, Wiggins,. Williams, WMson and Wriglilt 
-8Q. 

Nay — ^Mr. Duncan — 1. 

So tJje ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. ' 

An engrossed ordinance on Taxation and Revenue, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon whicln 
the yote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bryab, Bash, Callaway, Cooper^ 
Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Green, Hendry, Hogue-^ 
Holden Hope, Kelly, Landrum^' Lassiter,, Leslie, Livingstoiv 
Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan. Mickler^ Morrisoiv 
Overstreet, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Spencer, Taylor^ 
Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams and Wils6R» 
—39. 

Nays — Messrs. Gettis and Long***-S. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

An engrossed ordinance on Vagrancjr, 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which* 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bryan, Bush, Callaway, Coopei^^, 
Coulter, Davidson, Dancan, Forman, Green, Hendty, Hines^ 
Hogue, Holden, Hope, Kelly, Landifim, Lassiter, Leslie, Liv- 
ingston, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLeilan, Miokiery, 
Morrison, .Overstreet, Mchard, Richards, Sintmons, Spencbr^ 
Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williaros an^ 
Wilson--41. ■ ; .' » 

Nays — None. • ' ' ' 

So the ordinance p^issed and wasoi-dered to be enrolled* 

An engrossed ordmance on Boundary, 

Was read a third time, and on motion of Mr. Baltaell, was-* 
placed back on its second reading dnd sundry amendments made 
thereto. i , 

On motion, the ordiliancd' wns^th^:^. put upon its third read- 
13 
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ing, read by its title and put upon its passage, upon; which the 
vote was : 

Yeaa*-nMr# PreiSident^ Mesar^. Baftt^sell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Cal- 
laway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson^ DuBcan, Forman, (ireen, 
Hines, Hogue, Holden^ Kelly, Laadram, Lassiter, Leslie, Liying- 
ston. Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, Msyy, McLellan^ Mickler, 
Morrison, Overstreet, Richard, Riobards, Riohardson, Simmons, 
Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whiddeti, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Wil- 
liams, and .Wilson — 41. •' . 

Nays — ^None. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

A resolution in rererence to the Hon. S. R, Mallory. aud others 
of Florida, . 

Was read a secend time, apd, on motion, the rule was-waived, 
and read a third time and put upon its passage, upou which the 
vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, 
Callaway, Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, FocmaB, 
Hendry, Hines, Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Ijassiter, Les- 
lie, Livingston, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, Mickler, 
Morrison, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richardson, 
Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wil- 
fiams and Wilson---40. 

Nays — ^None. 

So the resolution was adopted and ordered to be enrolled. 

An ordinance to continue in force certain acts therein men- 
tioaed, . ^' 

Was read a second time- aad ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday, 

An ordinance requesting his Excellency, the Provisional Gov- 
ernor, to appoint a commission of three qualified gentlemen for 
certain purposes therein mentioned, 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third relying on Monday. 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossment, &c., made the 
fidlowing r^ort : 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., charged with the duty 
of reporting upon EnroUed Ordinances, report the following 
ordinances correctly enrolled and ready for tjiie signatures of the 
President and Secretary : . 

An ordinance on Public Domain and Internal Improvements ; 

An ordinance on Executive Department ; 

An ordinance on Banks and other Corporations ; and, 

An ordinance on Legislative Department. 

* WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chm'n. 

Which was received and read. 

Also the following : 
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The Committee on Engrossment, Ac, report as correctly en- 
grossed, the following resolntion, viz : 

A resolution in reference to Jefferson Davis of Mississippi. 
Respectfbfly submitted, 
* .♦ W. CAPERS BmD,'Chm*n. 

Which was received and read ami the accompanying resolu- 
tion placed among the order* of the day> 

An engrossed resolution iYl^ reference to Jefferson Davis of 
Mississippi, .... 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon Which 
the vote was : ' ' 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs, Baltzell, Bird, Callaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Hendry, Hines, 
Hogue, Johnston, Kelly, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Long, 
Magbee, Maxwell, May*, Mickler, Overstreet, Ow^ns; Richard, 
Richards, Richards6n, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Whid- 
den, Whitehurst, Wiggins and Wilson — Sy: 

IST^ys — ^None. ' , * 

So the resolution was adopted and ordered to be enrolled. 

An ordinance on the Militia, ' » 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday. 

An ordinance on Preamble and Bill of Rights, 

Was read the ' second time, and, on motion, the rule was 
waived, and read a third time by its title and put upon its pas- 
sage, upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Duncan, Forman, Green, Hendry, Hines, Hogue, 
Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Love, 
Magbee, Maxwell,. May, McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Over- 
street, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, Simmons, 
Spencer, Walker, Whidden, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Williams 
^and Wilson — 41. 

Nay& — None. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled 

An ordinance to provide for the pay and mileage of the mem- 
bers and other expenses of this Convention, 

Came up on its second r.eading, and, on motion of Mr. Liv- 
ingston, the Convention went into Committee of the Whole for 
its consideration — :Mr. Kelly in the chair. 

^fber some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and, 
through their chairman, reported the ordinance back to the Con- 
veation as amended. 

On motion, the Convention concurred in the amendments 
made. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and the ordinance read Jthe 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 

*liird time by it« title, and put upon its passage, upon which the 
vot0 was : 

Yeas — Mr. Pre^id^t, Messrs. Bajtzell, Bell, Bush, Calla- 
iray. Cooper,' Davidson, Forman, Green, Hendry, Hines, 
Hogue, Johnston, ^eUy, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, lavingston, 
Xove, Magbee, Maxw^l, May, McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, 
Overstreet, Owens, Richards, Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Spen- 
«eer, Taylor, Whidden, Williams and Wilson — 36. 

Nays — 'Messrs. Duncan, Long, Richard and Whitehurst — 4. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Livingston Mr* Williams, on account of sick- 
mess in his family, ^as excused* from further attendance on the 
CJonvention after to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Spencer, Mr. Whidden, on account of sick- 
:«ie8s in his fqtmily, was excused from further attendance on the 
CJonvention after to-day. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Davidson introduced the follow- 
ing ordinance : 

An co'dinanee in reference to Contracts made during the late 
iwar; , « 

Whiph was read, and on motion read the second time by its 
tfeitle, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Maxwell introduced the following 
^ordinance : 

An ordinance for the relief and protection of certain persons 
itherein named; 

Which on motion was i^ead the first time, the rvile being 
^waived, rc^d a second timeiy its title and referred to the Com- 
.>jmittee on the Judiciary, 

TJie rules being waived, Mr. Spencer offered the * following 
jFEesolution ^ ' > 

Resolved^ That this Convontion will adjourn ahie die^ on Tues- 
<Say, the 7th inst., at the hour of 5 o'clock, P. M., unless re-as- 
sembled by the call of th^ President, or by a committee of three 
jaaaembers ot this Convention to be designated by him, which 
^'Committee shall act in the event of the inability of the President 
tto do so, from sickness or other cause. 

On motion said resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned until Monday 
aaorning, 9 o'clock. 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 



MONEfAY, iTovemWr 6th, 1865. 

The ConTentu)!! inet pursuant to adjoiomment — a.quonun 
present. 

Prayer by tl^^a Rev. W. B. Cooper. 

On piotiop, the reading of the journal of Sat1^'day wf^s dis- 
pensed with. ' 

Mr. Bird moved that the vote by which an ordinance in re- 
lation to State Liabilities was passed on Saturday last, be recon- 
sidered and said ordinance placed back on its second reading ; 

Upon whicih the yeas and nays \v^ere called for by Messrs. 
Magbee and Johnston, and were as foHows : ' \ 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, l^ush, Coop- 
er, Duncan, Forraan, Grettis, Green, Hendry, Hines, Hogoe, 
Holden, Kelly, Lassiter, Livingston, Long, Love, Maxwell, May, 
Mickler, Niblack, Overstreeti, Owens, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, 
Taylor, Walker; Whitehurst and, Wright— 32. * 

Nays — Messrs. Coulter, .Dayidson, Hope, Johnston, Magbee, 
Richard, Richards, Wiggins and Wilson — 9. 

So the vote on the passage of the ordinance was reconsidered, 
and the ordinance was placed among the orders of the day to 
come up on its second readipg. ^ . 

The motion to engross having been reconsidered, Mr. Long 
introduced the following ordinance : 

Ordinance on Education. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of Florida in Con- 
vention assembled^ 1. The proceeds of all lands for the use of 
schools and a seminary or seminaries of learning, shall be and re- 
main a perpetual fund, the interest of which, together with all 
monies derived from any other source applicable to the same ob- 
ject, shall be inviolably appropriated to the use of schools and 
seminaries of learning respectively, and to no other purpose. 

2. The General Assembly shall take such measures as may be 
necessary to preserve from waste or damage all lands so granted 
and appropriated for the purposes of education. 

Which was read the first time, and on motiipn, the rule was 
waived, and read a second time by its title and placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The Committee on the Executive Department made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on the Executive Department, to whom was 
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referred that portion of the St. Joseph's Constitution in reference 
to the seat of Government, respectfully ^ 

REPORT: 

That it has had the matter under consideration, and submits 
for the action of the Convention the ace6mpanying ordinance. 

G. K. WALKER, Chm'n. 
' Which was received and read, and the accompanying ordi- 
nance placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Wright, from the Select Committee on the Propositions 
contained in the Provisional Governor's Message, and Mr. Get- 
tis, from the Committee on General Provisions, mcluditig all sub- 
jects connected Avith the Colored Population of the State, made 
the following joint report : " 

The Committee on General Provisions, including all subjects 
connected with the Colored Population of the State, and the 
Special Committee on'Pr<5>positions contained in the Governors 
Mess^e, in conference, have agreed upon the following report 
and recommend that the several ordinances be incorporated in 
the Constitution of thi^ State : ^ 

Whereas, slavery has been destroyed in this State, 

First. Therefore be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Florida in Convention assemhlefl^ That neither slavery, nor in- 
voluntary servitude shafl in future exist in this State, except as a 
punishment for crime, whereof the partv shall have been convic- 
ted by the courts of the State ; and all the inhabitants of the 
State, without distinction of color, Are free, and shall enjoy the 
rights of person and property without distinction of color. 

Second. In all criminal proceedings founded upon injury to- 
a colored person, and in all cases affecting the rights or remedies 
of colored persons, no person shall be incompetent to testify as 
a witness on account of color. In all other cases, the testimony 
of colored persons shall be excluded, unless made competent by 
future legislation! The jury shall judge of the credibility of the 
testimony. . . . 

Third. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying 
war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on ' 
the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or his 
confession in open court. , 

Fourth. Divorces from the bonds of. matrimony shall not be 
allowed but by the juiigment of a court, as shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Fifth. The General Assembly shall declare by law what parts 
of the common law and what parts of the civil law, not incon- 
sistent with this Constitution, shall be in force in this State. 
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Sixth. The oaths of officers directed to be taken, ^i^der this 
Constitution, may be administered by any Judge, or Justiqe of 
the Peace, in the State of Florida, until pthei'wise provided by 
law. 

JAMES GETHS, 
Chairman Stai^dine Committee. 
B. D. WRIGHT, 
. phaii*man Select Committee. 

Which was received and read, and on motion, the rule was 
wi^ived and the /ordinance repeated read a first and second time 
by its title, and on motion, the Convention then went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for its consideration — Mr. Wiggins in the 
chair. , , 

After some time spent tHerein^ the Committee rose and 
through their chairman Reported th^ ordinance back to the Con- 
vention as aouended. 

On motion, the Convention concurred in the amendments ' 
made. 

Mr. Long moved to insert as an. addition to the preamble of 
said ordinance the words,, "by the Government of the United 
States f 

TTpon which the yeas and nays were c^led for by Messrs. Long 
and Hogue, and were as follows : 

Teas — Messrs. Davidson, Format, Gettis, Hines, Hoffue, Las- 
siter, Livingston, Long, Love, Ma^bee, MaxweH, Mickler, Ni- 
black, Overstreet, Richard, Scott, Simmons, Taylor, Whitehurst 
and Wiggins — 20. 

Nays — ^Mr. Presidei^t, Messrs. Baltzell, Callaway, Cooper, 
Green, Hendry, Kelly, Leslie, May, McLellan, Richards, Spen- 
cer, Wilson and Wright — 14. 

So the motion was agreed to; 

Mr. Maxwell moved to amend by inserting after the amend- 
ment just adopted, the words " and its re-establishment forbid- 
den by the President o^ the same ;" 

Upon which the yeas atid nays vr^re called for by Messrs^ 
Maxwell and Long and were as follows : 

f eas — ^Messrs, Gettis, Long, !^agbee^ MaxweH, Richard, Scott 
andWHght— 7. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. BaltzcU, Bird, Callaway, 
Cooper, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Green, Hendry, Hines, 
Hogue, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Liv- 
ingston, Love, May, McLellan, Mickler, Niblaok, Owens, Rich- 
ards., Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Wiggia^ aivi Wiilspn — ^30, 

So the amendment was lost, 

Mr. Davidson moved to amend by adding the following sec- 
tion, which shall be numbered section 3 : 
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The Jurors of this State shall be white men, possessed of such 
qualifications as ma^' h^ pte8crlb6d''l)y liaw ; ' 

Which was agreed to. ' . 

Mr. Magbee moved' to strike out the' 2d section ofsaid or- 
dinance; 

Upon which thei yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Magbee and Bell, and-^rfe as follefws : 

Yeas — Messrs. Bell, Bush, C^laway, Duncan, Lassiter, Long, 
Magbee, Richard, * Richards, Ridiardson, Scott, Spencer and 
Wilson— 12. ' ' 

Nays— Mr. President, M^srs, Baltzell, Bird, Cooper, David- 
son, Forman, Gettii?^ Green, Hendry, Hines, Hqgue, Holden, 
Hope, Johnston^ Kelly, Landrum, Leslie,' Livingston, Love, Max- 
well, May, McLellan, Mickler, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Tay- 
lor, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins and Wi^^ht— 32. ' 

So the Convention refusefl to strike out. 

The ordinance as amended, was then ordered to bfe engrossed 
for a third reading. ' ^ ' 

The rule being waived, Mr. Bush from jbhe Judiciary Commit- 
tee, made the fbllowing report : • h 

The committee oil the Judicial Department to ^hom was re- 
ferred an " Ordinance for the relief of certain persops therein 
named," beg leave to * *' 

REPORT:.. 

That tl^e Conamittee recommend the jj^s^c of the proposed 
ordinance with the addition of the following proviso: * 

Provided^ That the p^rt^y ^kingfor such rehjearing, new trial 
or r^pealy shall make it appear to the satisfaction pf the court 
that the case on his part has not been fully heard npon the mer- 
its, before such motion shall be gr^utei - . 

.AH ^hickis respffctjfuljy submiMed. 

\. A. IJ.^irSH, Chairman, 

Which was received and rea4rftnd tlite. .apcompanyipg ordi- 
nanc^ placed ai»ong the.ordj^s of tf^e <Jay.* 

Also the lollowing : . ;,,; 

The Comn^ifteef o^ the J wiicial. Department,, to wjiom w» 
referred an ordinance in reference to coptracts made during the. 
war, respectfully Ipegih^ve -to • rv ^' 

, REPORT: " \ 

That the Ccfehmlt^iee recpmmerid the passage 6f the proposed 
ordinamce, with ttfe IMIow!n^ atnenam^ntft ♦ '' 

Strike put the words " or cpnsiderbctibn;'^ and the woi'ds "or 
upon,'^ih the eighth line,'*Sfnd'insei^ aftet the ivord considera- 
tion, the words " as contehiplatJed by the parties,*' and the words 
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'*^ or at the specie baais before the war," at th^ dose of the. 6x9% 
?«ection. 

With these amendmeats theCc^nmittee recommend the adop*- 
:^OQ of the proposed ordinance. 

All wHich is respectfully submitted, 

A. H. StTSH, Chairman. 
Which was received andread and the accompanfing ordinanea 
^^ped among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

An ordinanee on Declaration 4nd Bill of Rights, 

Was read a second time and the following amendment offered 
Sby Mr. Forman : strike out in the first and second lines, the 
awcPrds, " equal and have ;" 

Which was agreed to. 
* Mr. Walker moved to amend by adding to the sixth section, 
tifce words " in all matters involving life ;" 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Walker moved to strike out in section sixteen, and in- 
>4»rt as a substitute for said sixteenth section the following : 

That no person shall be put to answer any criminal charge af- 
^^ecting life or limb, but by presentment, indictment or impeach- 
:«ient. 

]^r. Hogue offered as a substitute for the amendment and for 
I original section the following : 

That no person shall be put to answer any criminal charge but 
%y presentment, indictment or impestbhment, except in such ca- 
-^es as the legislature may prescribe ; 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
M^oee and Overstreet, and were as follows : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Bush, Callaway, Forman, Hen- 
*4[ry, Hines, Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Leslfe, 
^Livingston, May, Mickler, Taylor, Walker, Wiggins and 
^Trighjt— 19. 

Nays — Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Cooper, Davidson, Duncan, Gettip, 
^Sbpe, Lassiter, Long, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, McLellan, Nib- 
liack, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Soott, 
:Slmmons, Spencer, Whitehurst and Wilson — 24. 

So the amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossment,. <lrO., made 
bs following report : ' , 

The Committee on Engrossment, Ac, report as correctly en*^ 
onilled, the following ordinances and resolntions, viz : 

-An ordinance on Judicial Department*; 
14 
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An ordinance on Census and Apportionment of RepresefltW- 
tion ; . . J • _ , , . ' 

An ordinance on Preamble and Bift bf ^ghts ; . 

An ordinance pn 3cbedule and Ordihances ; ^ i ' 

An ordinance to re^al certain ordinances rfn^ acts therein 
mentioned, and lor otner purposes ; 

Resolution making it the duty of the Secretary of the Conten- 
tion to have published and to distribute the ordinances and Con- 
stitution adopted by the Convention, and for other purposes ; 
also, ^ -' ' ' ' 

A resolution in reference to Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi. . 
Respectfully submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was received and read. 

Also the following : 

OThe Committee pn Engrossments, ,&c., report as correctly en- 
grossed the following ordinance, viz ; 

An ordinance on General Provisions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying ordi- 
nance placed among the orders of the day. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on Engrossments, &c., report as correctly en- 
grossed the following ordinance and resolutions, viz : 

An ordinance to continue in force certain acts therein men- 
tioned; 

A resolution requesting his Excellency, the Provisional Gov- 
ernor, to appoint a oommission of three qualified gentlemen to 
examine and report to the next session of the General Assembly, 
for their action thereupon, certain matters therein mentioned ; 
also, 

A resolution requesting his Excellency, the Provisional Gov- 
ernor, to exert himself to have removed from the interior of the 
State, at as early a vlay as possible, the colored troops of* the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which was received and read and the accompanying ordinance 
and resolutions placed among the orders of the day. 

The hour of 1 i'. M. having arrived, the Convention took a 
recess until 3. P. M. , ' ' , 
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? 6^.(Slocb; p. m. 

^ The Conv^bn resnm^ ks sesaon-r-a ^rui» p^e$ent. 

An ordinance on Preamble and Declaration and Bill of Rights, 
beii^g still on its secon^ reading, the followiug motion was n^de 
by Mr. Wright : " Strike out the 16th section ;" ' 

Which was withdrawn and the foUowii^g amendment offered 
by Mr. Wiggins as an addition to the said sixteenth section : 

And no colored person shall be put upon his trial for any 
crime involving his life, except upon presentment or indict- 
mentN" 

JMr. Hogue then offered the following amendment, which was 
accepted by Mr. Wiggins : 

** Add to the said 16th section these words : " Except in such* 
cases as the Jiegislature shall otherwise provide, but th^ legisla- 
ture shall pass no law whereby any person shall be required to 
answer any criminal charge involving the life of the accused, ex- 
ce pt u pon indictment or presentment by a grand jury ;" 

Which was agreed to. 

The ordinance as amended was then ordered to l?e engrossed 
4oT a third reading on to-morrow. 

An ordinance on General Provisions was read a third time 
and put upon its passage, upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Cooper, Coulter, For- 
man, Gettia, Hines, Hogue, Hold en, Johnston, Kelly, Leslie, Liv- 
ingston, Love, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mickler, Niblack, Over- 
street, Owens, Taylor, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins and 
Wright— 26. 

Nays — Messrs. Callaway, Duncan, Lassjter, Magbee, Richard, 
Richards, Scott, Spencer apd Wilson — 9. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

The following communication was received from His Excel- 
lency the Provisional Governor : 

Opfiois of the Peovisional Governor, ) 
Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 6th, 1865. f 
Mr, President and 

Gentlemen of the Contention : 

I have the honor to transmit her/ewith sundry documents con- 
nected with this office, which I recommend shall be printed in 
an appendix to the journal of the Convention. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. MARVIJsr, 
Pro. Gov. of the State of Florida. 
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Which was read, ^nd the doduaeptaaccompan^ring said coxne- 
moBioation were, on motion, referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

AtL ordinance on Preamble and Declaration and Ml of Ri^ts^^ 
which wias ordere^ to be engrossed, was, on motion of Mr. Bait— 
zell, a^ain placed among the orders of the daiy, and taken up^. 
the mle waived and read a third time by its title and put upmL« 
its passage, upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, Callaway^^ 
Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Forman, Gettls, Gr^en, Hendry,., 
Hiness, Hogue, Holdeo, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Leslie,^.. 
Livingston, Love, Maxwell, May, McLellan, JVIickler, Niblack^:. 
Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Scott, Sj)ender, Taylor;.. 
Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Wilson and Wright — 39. 

Nays — None. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

An ordinance to submit the State's fiabilities to pay the Statoi * 
Treasury Notes to the direct vote of the elecitors or the State ©£1' 
Florida, 

Was read a second time, and the following substitute offered?^ 
by Mr. Niblack : 

JSe it ordained by the people of the State of Florida in Coiwen-^ - 
Hon assembled^ That all State Treasury Notes issued, and aH.I 
other liabilities contracted by the State of Florida, on or afterr 
the 10th day of January, A. 1). 1861, to the 25th day of October^^ 
A. D. 1865, except such liabilities as may be due to the Semina- - 
ry and School Fund, and such other liabilities as are provided^ 
for by this Constitution, be and are declared void, and the Gene- 
ral Assembly shall have no power to provide for the payment ofT 
the same, or any part thereof. 

Upon the question of its adoption the yeas and nays were.- 
called for by Messrs. Magbee and Callaway, and were as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Coop*- 
er. Coulter, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, Green, Hendry, Hines*,^ 
Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Kelly, Leslie,'Love, Maxwell, May^, 
Midler, Niblack, Overstreet,. Owens, Richards, Ric^ardsoDy, 
Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor and Wright — 32. 

Nays — Messrs. Callaway, Davidson, Landrum, Lassiter, Liv- 
ingston, Long, Magbee, Richard, Walker, Whitehurst, Wigs- 
gins and Wilson — 12. 

So the substitute was adopted in lieu of said ordinance. 

On motion the rule was waived and said substitute read a sec^ 
ond and third times by its title and put upon its passage, upouf 
which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. BaltzeU, Bell, Bird, Bush, Coop- 
er, Coulter, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, Green> Hendry, Hines,^,. 
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Hofftie, Hola«ri, Jonnston, Kelly, Leslie, Love, Maxwell, May, 
MicKler, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Richards, Richardson, 
Scott, Simmons^ Spacer, Taylor, WhitehurSt and WriAt — 33. 
' Nays^ — Messrs. OaIlaway,JJavldson, Ho pe , Landnim, Lassiter, 
Magbee, Richard, Walker, Wiggins and Wilson — 0. 

So the ordinance passed, and was ordered to be enrolled. 

An engrossed ordinance to continue in force certain acts therein 
mentioned, ' : 

^ Was read a third time and put upom its passage, upon which 
the vote was: ' 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Cal- 
lawayi Cooper, Davidson, Dtmcan, Forman, ^Gi^tis, Green, Hen- 
dry, Hogue, Holden, Hope, Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Love, 
Magbee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mickler, Kiblack, Owens, 
Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Tayloi% 
Walker, Whitehurst and Wilso^•T-37. 

Nays — ^None. 

So the ordipance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

An engrossed resolution requesting his Excdlency, the Pro- 
visional &ovemor, tjo appoint a committee of three qualified gen- 
tlemen to examine and report to the next session of the General 
Assembly for their action thereupon, certain matters therein 
liientioned, 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage, upon whick 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Ct^ 
laway. Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Green, 
Hendn^, Hines, Holden, Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Landrum, Las- 
siter, Leslie, Livingston, Love, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mb- 
lac^, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, Richardson, Scott^ 
Simmons, Spencer, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Wilson and 
Wright— 40. 

Nays — MiBssrs. Gettis, Hogue, Long and Taylor — 4. 

So the resolution was adopted and was ordered to be en- 
rolled. 

An engrossed resolution requesting his Excellency^ the Pro- 
visional Governor, to exert himself to have removed from the 
interior of the State, at as early a day as possible, the colored 
troops of the United States, and for other purposes. 

Was read the third time and pitt upon its passage, upon which 
the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Bird, Bush, Callaway, Cooper, 
Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, Green, Hendry, 
^ines, Hogue, Hope, Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Living- 
ston, Long, Love, Magbee, May, McLellan, Mickler, Overstreet, 
Owens, !lftichard, Richards^ Richardson, Scott, Simmons, Sp'en- 
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jCer, Taylor, ^y'^er^j^jtehn^tf^ yTig^^ Tyiiwn. and Weight 

._^' Nays — None/ ';"'"': / - ■ 

;^^ So the resolution was adopt©3*and pfSered to he enrp^ed. 
The rule being waived, Mr. yj^g^s, from tW Committor on 
Amendments and Revision of the Constttution, reported the fol- 
lowing as suitable provisions to be ^opted in the Constitution : 

AMENDMENTS AND BEVISIONS 0» THE CONSTITUTIOir. 

1. No part of this Constitution shall be altered except by a 
Convention duly elected. 

2. No CKji^vention of the people shall be called unless by the 
concurrence of two-thirds of all the members of each -House of 
the General Assembly, made known by the passing of a bill 
which shall be read three times on three several days in each 
House. 

3. Whenever a Convention shall be called, proclamation of an 
election for delegates shall be made by the Governor at least 
.thirty days before the day of election. Every County and Sen- 
atoria,! Enstrict shall be entitled to as many, delegates as it haa 
representatives in the Assembly. The .same qualifications shall 
be required in delegates and in electors that are required in niem- 
bers of Assembly and voters for the same respectively, and the 
elections for delegates to a Convention, and the returns of such 
elections, fehall be held and made in the manner prescribed by 
law for regulating elections for members of Assembly, but the 
Convention shall judge of the qualifications of its members. . 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying articles 
placed among the orders of the day. , .. , 

An ordinance in reference to the seat pf Government, 

Was read a second time, and on motion, the rule waived, I'ead 
a third time bv its title and piit upon its passage, upop which the 
vote was : . 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bush, Cal- 
laway, Cooper, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Green,, Hendry, 
Hines, Hogue, Hope, Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, ,Living- 
ston, Ma^bee, Maxwell, May, McLellan, Mickler, Owens, Rich- 
ards, Richardson, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walkej', White- 
hurst, Wiggins and Wright^35. , ' 

Nays — Messrs. Johnston, Long, Love, Ni,Vlack, Overstreet, 
Richard, Scott and Wilson — 8. ' ' ^ , ^ . 

So the ordinance passed and was orde^red ta be enrolled*.' 

Mr. Bird, from the Cpmmittee on Engrossment, &c., niad^ the 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c.,. report as correctly en- 
: rolled the following ordinances and resolution, viz : 

An ordinance on Vagrancy ; 
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A9,9r4inaBQe.wBQtmdm^^ ., :Zn^\n,-/ ^ . . ; : ' 

An ordinance to provide for the .pay and mileage of tjh^ menp^- 
bers and other expenses of this Convention ; 

An ordinance 6n Taxation and Revenue ; also, 

A resolution in reference to S. R.^ Midlory and others of Flori- 
da. RespectfaTly submitted, 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chm'n. 

Which was received and r^d. --.- - r 

Mr. Wiggins moved that thB rule be waived, io that a recon- 
sideration of the vote on the tenth section of an ordinance on 
the Judicial Department, or so much: thereof as gives the elec- 
tion of the Chief Justice and Jjistices of the Supreme Court to 
the qualified electors of the State ; . 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion, the Convention took a recess until 7^ o'clock, P. 
M. 



1} O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Convention resumed its session — a quorum present. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Long moved to reconsider the 
vote taken this afternoon on the motion of Mr. Wiggins to re- 
consider the vote upon the passage of an ordinance, on the Ju- 
dicial Department ; * ^ * 

Which was agreed to. 
' The rule being waived, Mr. Richard introduced a resolution 
in relation to the office of Register of Public Lands ; 

Which waff read, and, on motion, rule was waived, and read a 
second time by its title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading on to-morrow. 

An ordinance on Education, 

Was read a second time, i;ule waived, read ^ third time by its 
title, and put upon ijts passage, upon which the vote was :, 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, CgJlaway, 
Cooper, Coulter, Davidson, Duncan, J^orman, Gettis, Green, 
Hendry, Hines, ^ogue, Hplden,' Hope, Johnston, Kelly, Lan- 
drum, Lassil?er, Leslie, Livii^gstop, lK)Qg, jLpve, Magbee, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Morrison, Niblact, Overstreet, Pwens, Pas- 
teur, Richard, Richards; jJ^^cj^rdsQn, ^Spott, Siimnpns, Spencer, 
Taylor,' Waljcer, Whitebui;?!^, Wiggins, Wi^iam^, , Wilson and 

wngi't-47.;;; ,..„,/;,:■•.■ : , . ,,:, . 

jSTays— -T^one. .j, ,,'.,... 

So tlie ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. . , 
Mr. Magbee moved to waive the rule to flW^^Uji: J^^Wb^ intix)*/ 
duce an ordinance; ' - ' 



/ Digitized by 



Google 



112, , 

Which was not agreed to. ;. 

On motion,.lJie Convention then .adjotirned until io-morrow 
morning, $ o'oloct. ' \ . 



TWELFTH PAY. 



TUESDAY, NoV.Tth, 1865. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment — a quorum 
present. 

Prayer by the Rev. Samuel Woodberry. 

On motion the reading of the journal of yesterday's proceed- 
ings was dispensed with. 

Mr. Hogue moved that the Constitution when enrolled shall 
be signed by the President and Secretary, and by such members 
of the Convention as choose to sign it, that it be printed and 
published as a part of the^appendit to the journal,' and that five 
hundred separate and entire copies thereof be printed and fur- 
nished to the Secretary df State for the use of the State ; 

Which was- agreed to» 

Mr. Green introduced an ordinance to annul the sale of State 
Lands. 

On motion the rule was waived and the ordinance read a sec- 
ond titoe and placed among the orders of the day^ ^ 

Mr. HTogue intraduced an ordinance in , relation to State Li- 
abilities. 

On motion the rule was waived and the ordinance read a sec- 
«id time and placed among tie orders of the day. 

Mr. Walker introduced the following resolutions : 

Be it resolved by the people o/Masrida in Convention asseni' 
tied, That the poUcy of Andrew Johnson, President of the XJni- 
ted States, has been marked by a degree of liberality and mag- 
Banimity towards Florida, that entitles him to the confidence and 
gratitude of this StatQ. 

2. Mesolied fmih^y That in the fldministratiaQ of William 
Marvin, Provisional Governor 6f Florida, we recognize only ^ 
earnest desire to advance the best interest of the State, and for his 
able and patriotic services we tender him our sincerest aeknowl- 
cdgmeiit9^ 

Which were adopted^ 
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Mr. Johnston. introduced the following resolution : 
Jiesoivedf That^no member.^f this Convention shall be deprived 
of a seat in the General Assembly 'hy being a member of this 
Convention; /^ ' ' 

Mr. Magbee introduced ^ resolution to submit the Constitu- . 
tion adopt^d-by this, Convention ^ to tlie people, for ;^*Afification 

or rei^Qtionj ; , \t -'.r.-l. ./m;'i -'li '-.■.• V*. •';'"*" 
. Mi:- Magbep':moy^.-thfjb th.i^ .ru^e be .waived, aiid tjiat said res- 
olaliop^ be I'eai^ a §©p9pa Jim'^ by it^* U^^^ "! '^ ' ' 

WWob V/is not.agr^jed^tOv '. j 7 .'* ' 



ORPJERS OF THE DAY. 



■'TiI ' 



An ordinance for,the reli^ pi* certain jpersons tbereiri' nanied, 
. Came up -on ita>i^6coodi^ing apcl the amendment offered by 
the; Ju4ioi*^;y C^nirTOttee were cpncurrM in. 

An ordinance in reference to the Colored ?eople of this 

Wisi-r^ft the ?epQn4 time, an<J. on. motion, was withdrawn. 
. ' M^;JSihifrsWSthe,Comnuttee o^-l^ngrossm'.ent, &c., made the 

. .Ji^'Comm^tpee on Ejn^'ossment, &c.j, report as QOTrectly en- 
grossed the folio wing -ot^iBi^c^ and resjcjlution, vii: ' ' ' „ 

An ovdinance on. Amendments and ' Revisions of the Con- 
8tituti()n}' :rj » • ' . . ' 

Also a respilpti^n .in j-^lation to the office oflElegif?ter 6f Public 

Respectfully .submitted/ 
n ...:?. ^V5>.' -.. . . . WM, CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 
Which was received arid read, and* the accQmpanyitig ordi- 
nance; a^>Ar^3plutioA placed among the orders of the day. '^^ 
An engros8^.^-egoJ[jiilQ;i' in relation to ,ihe office of Registei* of 

P^blicr■If^fl!8ls^T■. • * !.;:-'.,, .-/..!. " ,' , ! .,' 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage, upon which. 

•Yisa^-TrM^iiPxeei^eijt, Messrs/fiendry^ Hines, 'Hope. Love, 
Ma^li^e, ;^yL^NiblacX- Overstr'e'e^^^^^ Sbott, Spencer, 

Wiggins and Wilsop— 15, . '- " ^^ 

NayfirinJitwWr ^toO, .Busb, CallawAv/ Coo'p^i^j'Fbr^nan, 
QetXkji4kf^^r^^^ Maxwell, McLellan, Owens, 

Bi^riJ3^.'JaylQr,.^al^^r^,W^ "Wright— 17. * 

So th^ft^spjutio^ ,va^ ;n,ot.a4opt?^f V, - 

An engrossed ordinance on AT^pnd,ments ^n$ Revision of the 
CoHftlitJitiWijp ^ : ; Vv) \ ' " * 
Was read a third time. 
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Mr. Walker moved that said ordinance be placed bacJk on its 
\ second reading ; 

Which was not agreed to. - 

The ordinauce was then put upon its passage upon which the 
-^ vote was : j ' . - 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bush, Callawayy 
Davidson, Forman, Green, Hendry, Hines, Hogue, Hope, Kelly, 
Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Love, Mftgbefe, Maxwell, May, 
McLellan, Mickler, Overstreet, Richard, Richards, Scott, Sim- 
mons, Spencer, Taylor, Whitehurst, Wigghis, Wilson and 
Wright— 33. 
Nays — Messrs. Livingston, Niblack and Walker — 3. 
So the ordinance was passed and ordered to be enrolled. 
An ordinance in relation to State Liabilities, • 

Was read a second time, and. Oh motion, the rule*Nflw waived, 
and read a third time by its title, and put upon itspiisdftge, upon 
which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messi^. Baltzell, Bell, Bush, Callaway, 
Davidson, Forman, Hendry, Hines, Hosjue, Holden, H^pfe, Kellv, 
Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Lov^, J^agbee, ^BSaxwell, 
May, McLellan, Mickler, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Riebard, 
Richards, Richardson, Scott, Simnious, Spencer, Tayldr, Walker, 
Whitehurst, Wiggins,' Wilson and Wright — tS, * 

Nays — None. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 
An ordinance to annul the sale of the State Laind, 
Was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Niblaok, was 
indefinitely postponed. , 

Mr. Bird, from the Comniittee on Engrossment, Ac, made 
the following report : ' / ' 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., report as 6brteoiiy en- 
rolled the following ordinance and resolutions, viz : 

An ordinance to continue in force certain acta therein men- 
tioned ; ' ' ' ' ' • ■ 
. .A resolution requesting bis Excellency, the Proviiional Q<yv- 
ernor, to exer;t himself to ha^e removed ^omthe irit;erior of the 
State, at as early a day aS possible, the colored ti*oop« of- the 
UnitedrStates,jand for other purposes; and, • ' *' 

A resolution requesting his fixcellency, ihe PtoVkfensd Gover- 
nor, to appoint A commission of three qualified g^tftletofen to- ex- 
amine and report to the next ses^pnctftKe Senerkl Asftoiblyfor 
their actipn thereon, certain matters thereiii mehtwned. 
Respectfully submitted, ' . ' 

WM. CAPER^S BIRD; <3hra'h. 
Which was received and read. \ • > t , i. I 

An ordinance for the relief and protection of certain parties 
therein named. 
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Was again called up on its second reading, and, on motion, 
the rule was waived, and read a third time and put upon its 
passage, upon which the^ vote was : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bash, Callaway, 
Davidson, Firman, Green, Hfendry, Hogne, Kelly, Landrum, 
Lassiter, Leslie, LivingstOD, Love, Magbee, Maxwell, May, Mc- 
Lepan, Miokler, Niblack, Overstreet, Owens, Richard, Richards, 
Richardson; Scott, Simmons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker, White- 
hurst, Wiggins, Wilson and Wright — 36. % 

Nays — None. 

So the ordinafice was passed and ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Bush, from the Comrtiittee on Printing, made the follow- 
ing report: 

The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred sundry 
documents from the office of the Provisional Governor, have 
examined the same and recommend that they be printed as an 
appendix to the journal of this Convention. 

A. H. BTJS&, Chairman. 

Which was r^eived and read, and, on motion, the report of 
the committee concurred in. 

Th^ tale being waiyed, Mr. Bush introduced the fUlo wing 
ordinimce : 

An ordinance to provide for the appointment of a Chief Jus- 
tice and two Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of this 
State ; 

WUeh was read the first time, rule waived, read the second 
and third times, and put upon its passage, upon which the vote 
was: 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bell, Bird, Bosh, Cal- 
laway, Cooper, Davidson, Forman, Gettis, Hines, Hogne, John- 
flton, Kelly, Landrum, Lassiter, Leslie, Livingston, Love, Max- 
well, May, McLellan, Mickler, Niblack, Owens, Richards, Sim- 
mons, Spenoer, Taylor, Walker, Whitehurst, Wiggins, Wilson 
and Wright— 34. 

Nays— Messrs. Green, Overstreet and Richard— 3. 

So the ordinance passed and was ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Bird, from the Committee on Engrossmrat, Ac, made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossment, &c., charged with the duty 
of reporting cmon enroll^ ordinances, report the foUowing ordi- 
nances oorrecuv enrolled and ready for tAe s^gnatores of the 
President and Secretary, viz : 

An otrdineoice on Education ; 

An ordinal^ oa Pream^ble, Declaration and Bill of Rij^ts ; 

An ordinance in reference to the Seat of Government; 

An ordmance in relation to the State Treasury Notes ; and, 
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An ordinance on Geiieral Pro visions: " "^ • • -^ ^^ t . 
J . / j; ^ ■;'^; CAPERS BJRD, Ofem'n. 

Whict wis 'irSceaBcd- land; rfeadi .. .,...::, ,., ■ ,. 

' The folldwhra? i<5ommtipioation,ii1^8 repeiv^d from tiif ^Q^xj^iarj 
oftheOonventixM; . //';. . ^-f,/'^, , j-: • . i' ' ,' 

^Hon. E."i). T>rACY;- ''\ •'" ^' .:;, • — •^••- ■-; ;"'.-^'' .'..-I-.:.;... 
» President of the Vonvhiiioii : ' *' ■ "'' 

SiR'^In'pursimnce 'of a Sresolution 4ii?^oU^g,.nie to appoint 
" such a number of assistants as might b^,l^ejQe*<?ar)'^p,caiTy on 
the'business of the Convention," adopted on the first 4ay pi ijts 
sitting', I d^em it my duty to rpportt to the ,Qp|iv«^ti9n,, before 
its a^otii*nmefitj the number of assistants apppinted %,me, the 
dttty^ performed by 'them,, and the length pf tM^^^J^plfty^^., / 

Mr. Hugh A. Coifley,vas Assisttofc at the.^^cji'otaryjftj^^kf— 
thi-eedtty^; <Hr, i.» M / 

Mr. D. CWifeoUy as. Reading Clerk (and A^ist^pt .ititlie'Sec- 
retary's desk — fourteen days ; ;> .•...•,.; Irtnioi 

' Mt.-R: li. Bruce,' as Rebording Clevk^ cbar^^dnWyi,j-e9fti[ding 
the journal of proceedings — thirteen days ; , .,., ,.,fj:j . ^ 

•Mr. /.H. Dyke^ aS'Enrodlinfe Clerk-rriame./iji^iiin.r;, ^j/ 

Mr. J.' B.' (ii;rO'J^(*il, ak Engroseing. CtekrT^ii!in(^4^yf ;,i. .^ ^ 

Mr. Ed. M. West, as Assistant EnroIHng Clerk — five d^s;; 

Mr.*J^ities^H. Bnll/ztoena-pliitbe Gdns^Uufiiijfci Pglje^^ig -^p pay 
him 'eherefoFth0<|jttm of fi%'\d61taKfn u ;j Iv,,- ^>>*.uij i - w r.u\ 

I have only employed these assistants as their services becaine 
nece^eftry, few^feavovmgfthfiEiby'tgk'^^iVJttWiiei^^oi^iy .^ a^ 

poisibte,' tMnm«tfeht .wMi 1^. (^spatcl> joii'jiviiC3^s,^*.,KM, .i . , r. . ; 

• ' '^^ .-»■'.'''•,:• 1- ;. '/, ..Seoi;fe1,ary.Ci6 t}i,fe^>GaY^qition^ 
November 7th, 1865. ' .;..;^-, ^ ;/> 

Which Trag^rea3,iahd4 on -me1*oii,^ tbQ'/itii)ovAiW^^i^iiy/ih^ ^^c- 
rctai*ff'rtpprot^d. L i •-(<' <; -. : r [. ...i ./., , j:i/.i/* , ^.i: '-'^ 

MrV'^ilsh'jif'fi^om:, the Committee. on t«|J JiH^ici^rSifin^e the 
followino: report : ; nty^'r; ^i.i^v'ioi ^>.i 

-^Thb?'06mmilJt^'tbn,-th^ Judioiai-y,.t(| .w5hQq%iMM>i^%')ed an 
^drdittaf*^l4Ti^>p^4v^i|ee ;tonoonte»cti m^fe*dfti^iift^j,j^te ^^r, 
reportf tlVft^ftnefeseditubstitdbe-fDluaidj otfl^ftftjic^ijw^i^^^^jqpQ t^^Ie, 
and recommend its adoption. :su / -/ijoivy-r; L/:;. Simiibx^vi 
,,. „.,. , . ; t^^ilA^fr'ja JPJJ^i,JSjS#iB9\an. 

qdqpteg^.. 




Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baltzell, Bird, Bush, Callaway, 
Cooper, Davidson, Duncan, Forman, Gettis, Green, Hendry, 
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Hines, Hogue, Holden, Johnston, Kelly^ Landrum, Lassiter, Les- 
lie, Livingston, Long,.L<>te, Magl^ee,. ]tfaxwefl?,May^^ 
OvBrstreet, Oweas, Richard, Rioha^rds, JRioh^'dBpp, Scot t. Sim- 
mons, Spencer, Taylor, Walker/ Whitehurst, Wigginp^ Wilson 
and Wrightf-i^i : ' J./ -i 'J 



i«. ' 



So the ordinance passed andj^as ordei'p^ to.t^e er^roH^d^ / 
On motion, the Convention took, a rece^? /Uptil li^i' o-V^ck, 



• Jf : 



-:!l jn 



r 11.. 



.124 O'CLOCK, P. M., 






€()i'»v,fa!rtioii.i:efiii^^.j^s session, j^ud^ giiorura notbein^ j5riesent, 
im-inoti^n^rth^iO^ov^tioh took ^recess |ii^^^ ' \ 



,: :r /^ ^ .3 6'G^,0CK:, p. M. ' ' \ " ; ^ 

'. The CojiWeati^B i*esume& its session — a quorum present. 

' Mrv Eormgn n^oye'if that the Constitution as arranjged and di- 
jested by the Conimjtt^e appoip^ed |qr^ that pufpo^ be now 
signed by t^e members of this Coiiveri^^n, in^piirsuiauCe ,of the 

inotibn mad t3 by Mr. Hague tills morning ;/' "' 

Whicii was agreed to, and the follo^viug gentlemen came for- 

•wardt^ theSe/q^-etaryV ilesk and signed said. Coos tf^uti da: 
' Thomas BAlt;xell, A. H. Buslu F.^B. .Cal|aw;ay,' W. B. Cooper, 

, Wy R.iCoultei', R; H. iVt;, Davidson, 'Arthur J. Forman, Aleixan- 
der Bell, James Gettis, W. J. J. Duncan, Jas! D. Oreen, Franfeis 
AvHendiy, W. Jas. Hiues, D. P. Hogue^ J. W. H. 'Holden, Jas. 
F. P. Johnston, Win. W., J.. Kelly, J. M. Landrum, Jesse B. Las- 
ieitev^JFQ]ix'i»esIiej D;,ui/].'G. "Livingston, ,Tlios.'T. Loiig, James 
Love, James T.,M^^|j;it#,. G, Tr pup Max well /Asa IVL^^^^^ elohn 
McLellan, James A. Mickler, Jr.", S. L. Niblack, Silas T, Over- 

,j&treet^.J^meS:Gr..OweBs, Joh;bj C. Ric}iarcl, Jacksph ]^. Richards, 
Abraham Richardson, W. Wash. Scott, Moses Simmons, S'. Spen- 
• . ^er, J. L. .'Taylqi', Q. %K* jWalker, P- W. Whitehm*st,^I:D., 
' ' James A-.WigginB,,,JS;,]Q,j?^right^^^^ 

. . Mr. Bird, fro 1^ thc..Cfmmitte(? Qi^.,E;iigrossni''eiii, jfeaviUMe 

.'. the 'tollow^mg report i " . . , . ,, . , 

M-'.; The Committee oij, Engrossment, &c., cjiarged %yifli' the .duty 

--. ot reporting, upoiji Enrollc^d OrdjnuJ^iees, repor.t the following' or- 
dinances correctly enrolled and feady for tbe signatures of the 
Precident and Secretary : 
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An prdiijance for the relief and protection of certain persons 
thereiij nam^d ;j • . ' • 

Aa ordinance in relation to State Liabilities ; 

Alpo an ordinance in reference to Contract made during the 
late Var, 

Respectfully submitted^ 
WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chm^n. 

Which vas received and read. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on Engrossment, Ac, chai'ged with the duty 
of reporting upon Enrolled Ordinances, report the following or- 
dinances correctly enrolled and ready for the signatures of the 
President and Secretary : 

An .ordinance on Amendments and Revisions of the Constitu- 
tion ; " 

An ordinance to provide for the appointment of a Chief Justice 
and two Associate Justices of the Supreme Court 6f this State. 

WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Which w^ received and read. ^ 

Mr. Baltzell offered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the Provisional Governor of this State be, and 
is hereby authorized to cause the Public Lands belonging to the 
State to be made subject to private fentry, and he is requested to 
restore Hugh A. Corley, Register of State Lands, to the proper 
and le^timate discharge of the duties of his office ; 

Which was agreed to. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Davidson offered the following 
resolutions: ' ^ 

lieaolvedy That the thinks of this Convention are hereby teh- 
dered to the Hon. E. D. Tracy,, for the dignifi^ ftnpartia3 and 
patient manner in which he has presided over the debberations 
of this body. 

Resolved further^ That the Chief Secretary arid the other offi- 
cers of this Convention are herebv offered the thanks of the Con- 
vention for the energetic and faithful manner in which they have 
discharged the duties of their respective offices. 

Which were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Bird from the Committee on Engrossments, Ac., made 
the foIlo;(ving report : 

The Committee on Engrossment, charged with the duty of 
superintending the recording of the jotimal, beg Wve to make 
the following report : That in addition to* the l^or imnpsed up- 
on them of examining engrossed ordinances, Was made their duty 
also, to examine and report upon enrolled ordinances ; that these, 
with their other duties as members of the Convention, Iwtve pre- 
vented them from examining the recorded jontrial df proeeedings. 
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They therefore ask that tjie enclose^ resolution making it ihe du- 
ty of tiie Secretary of thi$ Convention to do this^ be adopted. 
, WM. CAPERS BIRD, Chairman. 

Besolvedy That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of this 
Convention to carefully examine the recorded journal of proceed- 
ings of this Conveiitiqn^for the purpose of correcting any er- 
rors that may be therein, in , addition to the duties^ reqii^red of 
him by a resplution of this Conventioi^ making i^ hi? duty to 
have published and to distribute the Journals, Ordinances, Con- 
stitution, Ac, of ^his Convention. 

The rules being "waived, Mr. B^ltzell introduced the following 
resolution : . 

Resolvedy That be the deputation directed to be raised 

on the part of the Cpnvention to carry into effect its action in ^ 
reference to the Hons. P. L. Yulee, S. R. Mallory, and Gov. A. " 
K. Allison. . 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. BaltzeU moved to fill the blank in said resolution by nomi- 
nation ^d election, and that the deputation consist of three; 

Which was agreed to. 

Messrs. Wright, BaltzeU, Long, Hogue and Maxwell were 
nominated. - 

Messrs. Long and Wright declined the nomination. 

On motion, Messrs. BaltzeU, MaxweU and Hogue were declared 
selected to fill said blank, and the blank be so fiUed, the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

On motion, the resolution of Mr. Spencer in rejgard to adjoum- 
ment was taken from the table, and the foUowing amendment 
offered by ])(fr. Wiggms: 

JResolvedy That uiis Convention wUl adjourn sine die on Tues- 
day, the lih inst., at the hour of 5 o'clock, P. M., unless reas^ 
sembled by the caU of the President, or by a committee of three 
members of this Convention, to be designated by him, which 
committee shall act in the event of the inabUity of the President 
to do so from sickness or other cause ; but that this call must be 
made in six months after the adjorlrnment of the Convention. 

Said resolution was then adopted, as amended. 

Mr. Davidson moved that a committee of three be appointed 
to notiftr his ExceUency, Gov. Marvin, that the Convention had 
adopted a resolution to adjourn this afternoon, at 5 o'clock, P. 
M.,.and to ask of him if he has any communication to lay before 
the* Convention; 

Which was agreed to, and Messrs. Davidson, Whitehurst and 
Spencer appointed said committee. 

After a brief absence the committee returned and reported 
that they had discharged their duty, and that his ExceUency, the 
Provisional Governor, had no communication to make. 
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On motion of Mr. Maxwelly a committjee, consisting of Messrs. 
MaxweJI, Long,dtid Kelly, wsls appointed t6 wait upon th^ Gtov- 
ernof and juvite iiim to ^^Pj 9^*^^ expression, before the Gdhvenr 
tioD, of InV apprcSWl pf ^disafpprovid 6tthe action of the Conven- 
tion' np6n .thJB tobies coritained in'his 'bomrnrrtiicatioA tdthis body 
on its^^sB^mftBiig.' \ :'"''']' ';' ; ■^-- •;•■■• •• ; . 

Att^^ a 'liirief absience sald'cgwitriittfee tettirrfed, Accompanied 




npon 

which affected the readmission o^ the^ 'State idto fhe Union, was 
in the highe^i degree saiisfactorjr to'hirii' ai Pfdviiicmfel Gover- 
emer, aiS he doubted not would prove most acceptable to the 

frestdehtcf. the TJTnited States. . ' ' ; * "" 

' ;Atthe'c6tielusion dj'his'remalfc.'tK^^ 5 oVlodk, P.'M. 

having arrived, -in pui^Buknce of the rei^ltitioit adopted;'thePrei^ 
dent announced the Convention adjourned in apcordatice there- 
with, * ' ■' '■ 
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PEOCLAMATIOir OF THE PbESIDBNT, APPOINTlKa Wm. MaRVIN9 

Provisional Governor op the State 0!f Florida. 

J5y the JPresident of the United Stabee of Amenca, 

A PROCLAJIATIOJ^. 

Whereas the 4th section of the 4th Article of the Constitution 
of the United States shall guarantee to every State in the Union 
a republican form of government, and shall protect each of them 
against invasion and domestic violence ; and whereas the Presi- 
dent of the United States is, by the Constitution, made Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, as well as Chief Civil 
Executive Officer of the United States, and is bound by solemn 
oath faithfully to execute the office of Presi^^it of the United 
States, and to take care that the laws be faithfully executed ; and 
whereas the rebellion, which has been wage^ by a pprtion of the . 
people of the United States against the property constituted aur 
thorities of the government thereof, in the most violent and re- 
volting form, but whose organized and armed forces have now 
be6n sdmost entirely overcome, has in its revolutiopjiry progress, 
deprived the people of the State of Florida of all civil govern- 
meqt ; and whereas it becomes, necessary and proper to carry 
out and enforce the obligations of the United States ,to the peo- 
ple of Florida, in securing them in the enjoyment of, a republican 
form of government: 

Now, therefore, in obedience to the high and splemn duties 
imposed upon me by the Constitution of the United States, and 
for the purpose of enabling the loyal people of said State to or- 
gj^nize a State government, whereby justice may be established, 
domestic tranquility insured, and loyal citizens protected in all 
16 ' . s ' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



122 

tbeir rights of life, liberty, aiid property, I, Andrew Joimsoi^ 
President of the UnitedrStiate^ itu^ . CpQunander-in-Chief of tbe^ 
Army and Nayjr of tk# iJiiited • Btates, ao hereby appoint Wk^ 
Mabyin, Provisioiial Governor of the State of Florida, whose? 
duty it diall be, at the eadieat practicable period, to 'prescribes 
such ndes and- regulations as may be necessary and proper foitr 
convenin|^ a ConventioQ* composed of dele^tes to be diosen by;- 
that portion of the people of siii<fSta|e wk$ axel<ijral to the Uni- 
ted States, and no others, for the purpose of altering or amendr- 
ingtiie Oonstitutioii thereof; and vith authority to ezercis^v 
within tide limit of said State, sll the poweirtB necessary and^ proper^ 
to enable such lojral people of the State of Florida to restore said, 
State to its constitutional relatiions ta . the Federal government^ 
and to present such a republican form of State government as 
will entitle the State to the guarantee of the United States there- 
for, anduts people to protection by the United States against in- 
vasion, insurrection, and domestic violence : JProvided^ That, in* 
any election that*may be hereafter held for choosing delegates to*** 
any State Convention as afor^aid, no person shall be qualified^, 
as an elector, or shall be eligible as a member of such Conven- 
tion, unless he shall have previously taken and subscribed thet 
oath of amnesty, as set forth in the President's Proclamation ofe" 
May 29, A. D. 1865, and is a voter qualified as prescribed by the* 
Constitution and laws of the State of Florida in force immediately : 
before the 10th daj of January, A. D. 1&61, the date of the so-- 
called ordinance of secession ; and the said Convention, when\ 
convened, or the Legislature that may be thereafter assembled,^ 
will prescribe the qualification of electoi's and the eligibility o^' 
persons to hold office under the Constitution and laws of the- 
^ State, a power the people of the. several States composing the-- 
Federal tjnion have rightfully exercised from the origin of the.^ 
government to the present time. 

And I do hereby direct — 

First That the Military Commander of the Department, and 
all officers and persons in the Military and Naval service, aid an^ 
assist the said Provisional Governor in carrying into effect this* 
Proclamation, and they are enjoined to abstain from, in any way, 
hindering, impeding, or discouraging the loyal people from th^ 
organization of a. State government as herein authorized. 

Second. That the Secretary of State proceed to put in force- 
all laws of the United States, the administration whereof belongs* 
to the State Department, applicable to the geographical limits^ 
aforesaid. 

Third,^ That the Secretary of the Treasury proceed to nomi- 
nate, for appointment, ^ssessor^ of taxes and collectors of cus- 
toms and internal revenue, and such other officers of the Treasu- 
ry Department as are authorized by law, and put in execution.* 
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utile revenue laws of the Uiiiled SUtes within the geographical 
ffimits afboeaaid. Iln making if^intmentB, the i>reference shall 
39>e grren to qualified loyal {^er^oins realding witiuu the districts 
^idiere their respective duttea iire to be ^rfonned. But if suita- 
•Me residents of the districts shidl Hot be founds then persons re- 
:^£ng in other States or dtstneto shidl be appointed. 

Murih. That the Postmaster General proceed to establish post 
^^ffices and post routes^ and put into exeoutioa the poatiskl laws of 
tthe United States within the said State, giving to loyal residents 
tthe preference of appointment, bat if suitable residents are not 
^und, then to appoint agents^ &c., from other States. 

Mfth, That the 'Mstrict Judge for the Judicial District in 
^«rhich Florida is included proceeS to hold Courts within said 
•State, in accordance with the proviaons of the Act of Congress. 
The Attorney General will instruct the proper officers to libel, 
?and bring to judgment, confiseation, and sale, property subject 
«£o Gonfisc^ion, and enforce the administration of justice within 
^said State, in all matters within the cognizance and jurisdiction 
'Of the federal courts. 

8txth. That the Secretary of the Navy take possession of all 
public property belonging to the Navy Department, within said 
igeographical lipaits, and put in operation aU Acts of Congress in 
wrelation to naval affairs having application to the said State. 

Seventh. That the Secretary of the Interior put in force the 
Mawis relating to the Interior Department applicable to the geo- 
rgraphical limits aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused 
^e seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Wafi*iingt<m, this 13th day of July, in 
r 1 the yeai; of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
'-^* 'J and sixty-five, and of the Independence of the Uni- 
ted States the 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

By the President : 

Secretary of State, 



BjEtter OF Sbobbtaey Sewabd to Wm. Maevtn, notifying 
HIM OF ms APPobmiBNT AS Pbovisional Governor, of 

FYOBIDA, 

Depaetment of State, ) 
Washington, July 14th, 1865. f 

William Marvin, Esq., Washington: 

Sir — ^I am directed by the PreGddent to inform you that, on 
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yesterday, he appointed you Provisional Governor of the State 
of Florida. A copy of lri» pvodmivtioii for the organifcation dT 
that) State lis hereirtth enblosed^, wMeh wHl serve to guide yon in 
the discharge of jrour 4aties; *'¥oe Will, also, herewith receive 
a form of an offioiil dalh, wiuch you will cause to be iadniints- 
tered to you, and .will then return the same for file in this De- 
partm^it. ' .... 

Your Gompeniatkm will be^at 1^ rate of three thousand dol- 
l2^ a year, which^you can receive monthly or qoart^ly, as you 
Mtay Iwrefer, on directing your drafts to thas Department. 

> I am^^sir, your obedient servant, 
^ WM. H. SEWARD. 



Addeess to the People ov Florida by William Mabvut, 
Provisional Governor. 

The civil authorities in this State having engaged in an organ- 
ized rebdlion against the Government of the United States, have, 
with the overthrow of the rebellion, ceased to exist, and the 
State, though ia the Union, is without a civil government. 

The Oonstitution of the United States declares, that the Uni- 
ted States shall guarantee to e^ery State in tiie Union a republi- 
can form of government, and shall protect each of them against 
invasion, insurreption, and domestic violence. , 

In order to fulfil this guarantee and fpr the purpose of ena- 
bling the loyal people of this State to organize a State Govern- 
ment, whereby justice may be established, domestic tranquility 
insured, and loyri citiaens protected in all their rights of life, 
liberty, and property, the President of the United States has 
appointed me Provisional Governor of the State, and made it my 
duty, at the earliest practicable moment, to prescribe such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary and proper for convening a 
convention, composed of delegates to be chosen by that portion 
of the people of the State, who are loyal to the United States 
and no others, for the purpose of altering or amending the con- 
stitution of the State ; and with authority to exercise within the 
limits of the State, al} the powers necessary and proper to enable 
the loyal people of the State to restore iti;o its constitutional re* 
lations to the federal government, and to present such a republi- 
can form oi State government as will entitle the State to tiie 
guarantee of the United States therefor, and its people to pro- 
tection by the United States against invasion, insurrection, and 
domesticviolence. 

In the performance of the duty thus enjoined upon me, by the 
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Bresident, I jdiaUf.iNi aoon us jbketf^aple of the State bay^ bad 
tbe oppdr1^am;^;ta <)ailiiy)th^meelY€A to •beeotee toter9> appcmit 
an electicm, to ba beld i»4j^ ciiffer^Al ootinties ia tbe State, of 
delegates to a Suto iGoAventiidtri ito? bet odnreniodata time and 
place to be berjeafber Da«ed«. r^ !:i r v » 

The pe^ojiflr qualified to volo at m^ deetiob of delegates aai4 
the persona eligible, as mfinafe^Wfiof a«eh ©ohyeiition, wffl be BifLch 
persons as ehaUiiave preyionaly^ taken and sabscHbed tbe <)ath 
^f amnesty a$ aet forth in tfc^ Prewdent's Prodamation of May 
29th, A. D, 1B6§, and .as am ,»teo qntffied as prisscribed by the 
constitution wad laws* of. tfa^^ate in force immediately before 
the 11th day of Janaary, IBdi, the date of the 90-called ordi- 
nance of aedes^ian., Whftre ^e person is excepted from lite 
benefits oi the amnei^ty proClam^Uion, he must also havebeeii 
previously specially pardcmed by the President before he can 
become a qualified uoter or d^ble as a member of the conven- 
tion. This interpretation of the two proclamations of the Presi- 
dent I received from himself in person, and also from the Attor- 
ney General* , 

The oath referred to may be administered by and taken and 
subscribed before any commisaoned of&cer, civil, military or 
naval, in the service of the United States, or any civil or military 
oflScer of a loyal State or Territory, who, by the laws thereof, is , 
qualified to administer oaths. The officer administering the oath 
is authorized and required, on request, to give to the person 
taking it, certified copies thereof. 

• In order to give to the weE disposed people \)f this State time 
and opportunity to qualify themselves , to be voters for delegates 
to the convention, the election will not be hjeld until a reasona- 
ble time has elapsed for them to take and subscribe the oath re- 
quired, and to procure the special pardon, where such pardon is 
• a pre-requisite qualification. The election will be held immedi- 
ately thereafter, and no aUowance will be made for unreasonable 
delays in applying for pardons. 

Applications for piudon should be in writing, .and addressed 
to the President of the United States, and state the ground on 
which aspecial pardon is considered as necessary. The applica- 
tion should have attached to it the original oath or affirmation 
contained in the proclamation of amnesty. In most cases, the 
application for pardon will not be acted upon by the President 
until it has received the recommendation of the Provisional Gov- 
ernor. It will save time, therefore, to seek his recommendation 
in the first instance. The application should then be sent to the 
office of the Attorney General. 

I have been informed by the military authorities, that a con- 
siderable number of posts have already been eStablished in the 
State, and others soon will be, with officers attached, authorized 
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•o adininistl^' the ottth rM[t])rM,'«id tii' |kra*ioerti6ed oopii^ 
tiieireof, so ^ themhj t6 fAri crray.^MKlf $>f ^tiilgiiig the mth, 
with little 6t no inoafnrenkiioe Or exj^^Me lo thft'ip{d^ant ' 

la the meaBtime, «d until iHtk re^^i^iabliikiileBt ^f a 3tate 
government, it is left to the miHtarj att th K rit Jeatoypeaerve peace 
and order, ai^^cyteet t^ rigkU of {>enft)tM and p^opert^, 

Ah understanding h«s li^een had^wkk the ootmyumdeF of the 
dq>artment, irhereby persons oecupTi^g Hie offices <rf Judges of 
Prot>ate^ may continue id taice pcp^ot yriik^ and issue letters 
testameirtary and of adminfetrati^ and Olerl^ of Circidt Courts 
mky take the proof! or acknowledgment of deeds iaod mortgages, 
and record the satne as hertttRfoIre ; and ali persone qccupymg 
■Ruisterial offices may continue to perforni such duties and offices 
as are essential and convenient to thetrausadion of bufliness. If 
amy doubt should hereafter arise ceocemiBg the validity of their 
acts, such doubt can be removed hy a legislative act of confirma- 
tion. 

By the operations and results of the war davery has ceased to 
exist in this State. It cannot be revived. Every v'oter for dele- 
gates to the convention, in taking the amnesty oath, takes a sol- 
emn oath to support the jfreedom of the former slave. The free- 
ilom intended is the full, ample a»d complete freedom of a citi- 
aen of the United, States. This does not necessarily include the 
privilege of voting. But it does inclitde the idea of full constitu- 
tional guarantees of future possession and quiet enjoyment. 
The q[uestion of his voting is an open question — a proper subject 
for discussion — and is to be dedded as a question of soimd policy 
by the convention to be called. 

Upon the establishment of a republican form of State govern- 
ment, under a Constitution which guarantees «id secures liberty 
to all the inhabitants alike, without ^tiuction of color, there 
will no longer exist any impediment in the way of restoring the- 
State to its proper constitutional rfelations to the government of 
the United States, whereby its people wiU be entitled to protec- 
tion by the United States against invasion^ insurrection, and 
fbmestic violence. 

Dated at Jacksonville, Plori4a, this 8d day of August, 1865. 

WILLIAM MARVIN, 

Provfeional Governor. 



FkocLAHATiON OF Wei;xum Maevin^, PteovilsioiTAL Governor, 

FOR THE ELECnQN OF DeLBC^ATES TO A CONVENTION, &C. 

Whereas, by the Proclamation of Andrew Johnson, President 
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c£ tlte Uhibed'SM^flrdiitoil IB^ioi July, A. D. 1865, 1 hftve 
been ^peiifttd l^wo1m9QiA<^GQver9at (^ ttie State of Florida;, 
^k^imtnMtiows to MMriibe, «it the/ ei^lielt practicable period, 
wadk rake aid; j^egidtlioiii M imj iieodoeaMrf and pr^er for 
eonv«iiM^ n oonventim of the poople^ composed of ddegs^tes to 
be chosen by that portion of the people. iKbo are loyal to the 
United States^ and ino ^tiiMS^aad ma, with iJl the power/nec- 
essary and pi^^nlr, id ^u^le aach loyal people^ of* said' Stale, to 
restore it to ita oonatitiitioiial rdatkm to th» Fed^*al Govern- 
ment, and to present sildi a rapobHoaix form of iroTemmeUt as 
will entidetlie State to the gtts^ntee^of tiie Unit^ States there- 
for, and its people to the proteoitioniof the United States against 
invasion, insunrecti^n^ and dcmiestii^ violence. 

Now, therefore, I, William Marvin, Provisional Governor of 
the State c^ Florida, as aforesaid, do, by virtsae of the power in 
me vested, as afoiresaid, proclaim ^d declare : ; 

FiEST. That an election for delegates to a convention will be . 
held on TtMsday,'the lOth day of October, A. D. 1865, at the 
different precincts at which elections are directed and anthorized 
by law to be hdd for members of the Legislature, 

Second. That the thirty-nine counties of this State shall be 
authorized and entitled to elect dele^s^s to the said conv^ntioK 
severally as foilows, to-wit : ° . , 

Escambia two, Santa Rosa two, Walton two. Holmes one^ 
Washington one, Jackson three, Calhona one, Franklin one;. 
Liberty one, Gadsden three, Wakulla one, Leon fotir, Jefferson 
three, Madison two, Taylor one, Lafayette one, Hamilton tw% 
Suwannee one, Columbia two. Baker one, Bradford One, Nassau 
one, St. Johns one, Duval one, Clay one, Putnam one, Alachus 
two, Marion two. Levy one, Hernando one, Hillsborough obe, 
Manatee one, Polk one. Orange one, Volusia one, Brevard one, 
Sumter one, Monroe one, and Da^fi one. 

Third. Every free.twhite male person of the age of twenty-one 
years and upwards, and who shall be, at the time of offering to 
vote, p, citizen of the United^ States, and who shall have resided 
and had his home in this State for one year next preceding the 
election and for sir moiilhs in* the oottnty in which he may offer 
to vote, and who shall have taken and subscribed the oath of 
amnesty, as set forth in the President's Proclamation of Amnes- 
ty, of the 29*h day of May, 1866, and if he comes within the ex- 
ceptions contained in said proclamation, shall have, taken said 
oath, and have been specially pardoned by the President, shall 
be entitled to vote in the county where he reside, and shail be 
digible as a member of said convention, and non^ otief ». Where 
the person offering to vote comesh within the excwotions contained' 
in the amnesty proclamation, and shall have tak^ the amnesty 
oath, and shall have made application to the President, for ^ 
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BfABeial pardoQ, through thA-Br^siJtmad^CbdvMiiD^ftilid i^hafiha^e 
be^n i^cwmmeiiddd byhha for tiodifptn^oii, the^ 'L^>6dtar» <yr 
Judges bi iAke doc^imi may, i& mW imtuacw^ fwptrlfmesxxmt 
that Sttoh pardos^has'beea gniited, tfaot^, (ywhrg ta^ine #aiit 
of mall ftoilifl^ES it mfff not bav^ 'bi^eti tee^md l^'tlst {hhIj at 
tbetimet>fthe^^5electioii* ; ^. » , 

Free wUte 6oldi€a*i, seamen and taadnei, in th^ army or naVy 
of the TJnited 8tate$, who were qualified, b^rth^ r^skemje, to 
vote in said State, at the time c^ tbeir respeetive' enlistments,, 
and who shall have taken and subscribed the amnesty oath, shaH. 
be entitled to vote in the countjf* where they respeetitiely reside. 
Bnt no soldier, seaman or marme, not^a resident is the State, at 
the time of his enlistment, shall be allowed to vote. 

FotmTH. The amnesty oath may be takei and snlteribed be- 
fore any 6ommiBsi6ned officer*— civil, military or naval — ^in the- 
service of the United States, or any civil or mMitary officer of a 
loyal St^stte or Territory, who, by the laws thereof, is qualified to 
administer oaths. The officer administering the oath is author- 
ized and required, on request, to give to the person taking it, 
certified copies thereof. It is administered to all persons, apply- 
ing- at the mfferent militiury poflrijs in this State, without fee. The 
taking of the oath does not, of itself, operate as a pardon in cases 
where the party is excepted from the general amnesty and needs 
a special pardon. ' 

Fifth. That the Judges of Probate, in the several counties, 
provided they shall have respectfully taken the amnesty oath, or 
in case of the inability or iaosenoe of the Judge in any county, 
or his neglect or refusal to act, then the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, provided he shall have taken the amnesty oath, shall dis- 
tribute the poll-books and appoint, for the different election pre- 
cincts is thfeir respective counties, three Inspectors or Judges of 
the election, who shall have taken the abanesty oath, to hold said 
election, who shall ccmdnct the same, ai^ tiear as may be, in* con- 
formity with the law« of this State, as they existed prior to Jan- 
uary 10th, 1861; The Inspectors of the different precincts shall, 
as soon as possible after, the election, 0ount*the votes and make 
and sign a certificate of the result of the election at said precinct, 
and one of them, to be determined by lot, if not otherwise agreed 
upon, shall convey and deliver, without unnecessary delay, the 
said certificate, the poll-book and ballots, to the Judge oi Pro- 
bate of the county, or to the Clerk of the Circuit Coart, which 
ever of them may have appointed said Inspectors. The Judge 
or Clerk receiving said certificate, poll-books and ballots, shall 
thereupon, without unnecessary delay, call to his asBistance two 
respectable inhabitants, having the qualification of voters, and 
shall publicly count the Votes and compare them with the poll- 
/books. They shall make and sign certificates of the result of the 
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election ip their county, and furnish to each person elected one 
of said certificates. The Judge or Clerk shall also transmit by 
mall, prepa^ng the postage, properly enveloped, and addressed 
to the Provisional Governor, at Tallahassee, one of said certifi- 
cates, together Tvith the ballots and poll-books of the several pre- 
cincts ; or he shall convey the said certificate, poll-books and 
ballots, properly enveloped and addressed, as aforesaid, to the 
nearest military post, and deliver tlie same to the commander to 
be forwarded to this office. i. 

In counties in which there is neither a qualified Judge of Pro- 
bate, nor a qualified Clerk of the Circuit Court, or in which they 
may neglectror refuse to ^ct, the qualified* voters are hereby au- 
thorizecl to assemble at the county site, and ifi Dade county, at 
Indian Key, and elect the judges of the election, who shall have 
taken the amnesty oath, hold the election, idbunt the votes, and 
'. give to the person elected a certificate of his election. One of 
them, to be agreed on or deterniined' by lot, Bhall also send by 
mail, or convey to the nearest military post, as aforesaid, a dup- 
licate certificate of the election, and the poll-books and ballots, 
to be forwarded to this office, as jjforesaid. 

No person shall act as an Inspector or Judge of the election 
who shall not have previously taken the amnesty oath, and no 
other oath shall be exacted of said Judges or Inspectors, but 
their personal honor will be considered as pledged for the faith- ^ 
ful and honest performance of their duties. 

Sixth. The commander of the militaty department of the 
State has, in the absence of mail facilities, generously ordered 
the officers and soldiers under his command to aid and assist in 
thp distribution of the poU-books and this proclamation, and in 
receiving the returns of the election and forwai^dmg them to this 
oflSce. . , ^ 

Seventh. Thsit th^ delegates, who shall be elected, as afore- 
8tod, shall assemble in Convention, at the city of Tallahassee, at 
twelve o'clock, on Wednesday, the 25th day of October, A. D. 
1865, and elect a President and other neeessaf y officers, and pro- 
ceed to the discharge of their duties, Thp Convention will be 
diejudge of the election of tbeir respective members. 

l^e commander of the military departinent of the'State has 
issued a general order directing, that a United States transport 
steamer snail leave Key West^on Wednesday, the 18A of Octo- 
ber, and touch s^t Tampa, Manatee ^nd Cedar Keys, on her way 
to St. Marks ; and that another steamer shall leave Pensacola, on 
Saturday, the 21st, bound for the same port, touching at Apa- 
lachicola ; and another shall leave Enterprise, on the St. Johns 
river, on Friday, the 20th, bound to Jacksonville, touching at 
the different pomts on the river ; And another shall leave Fernan- 
17 • . " 
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dina, on Friday, the 20th, and St. Augustine, on SiatUTday, the 
2l8t, bound to Jacksonville. T^hese steamers will convey the 
delegates elected, free of qhai-ge, except for their lodging and 
meals., 
' Eighth. A Constitution, republican in form, haviug'been made, 
altered or amended, and adaptef^ to the new order of things, the 
Convention will provide, by a schedule, for the election of a 
Governor and General Assembly, and for the reorganization of a 
permanent State Government, 

Ninth. By the operations and results of the war, slavery has- 
ceased to exiftt in this State. It cannot be revived. Every voter 
for delegates to the Convention, in taking the amnesty oath, 
» takes a solemn o^th to support the fpeedom of the former slave 
The freedom intended is, the full, ample and complete freedona 
of a citizen of the United States. This does not necessarily ip- 
elude the privilege of voting ; but it does include the idea of full 
' constitutional guarantees of future possession and quiet enjoy- 
ment. The question of his voting is an open question — a proper 
subject for discussion — and is to be decided as a, question of 
sound policy by th^ convention to be called. 

Tenth- Upon the establishment of a republican form of State 
government, under a Constitution which guarantees and secure* 
liberty to all the inhabitants alike, without distinction of color^ 
there will no longer exist any impediment in the way of restoring* 
the State to its proper constitutional relations to the government 
of the United States, whereby its people will be entitled to pro- 
tectipn by the United States against invasion, insurrection, andi 
domestic violence, < ' 

Given at Tallahassee, Florida, this 23d day of August, A. I>- 
1865. 

WILLIAM MARVIN, 

Provisional Governor^ 
. Samuel J. Douglas, 

Private Secretary. .\ 



SuppLBrkBirrABY Proclamation by- Wm. MakVin, JPbovisionai. 

GOVBBNOB OP the StATE pp FLORHyA. 

Considering, that the Amnesty oath, prescribed; fcy the Presi- 
dent's Proclamation of May 29, 18i65, peed n^t ^necessarily be? 
subscribed ^nd taketi before a Commissioned Officer — Civil, Mil- 
itary or Naval-r-in the service of the United States : or before a 
Civil or military officer of a loyal State or Territory, in order to 
qualify a person to become a voter for delegates to the State 
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Convention, although it must be subscribed and taken before 
such officer in order to obtain the benefits of amnesty and par- 
don ; and considering, that t\\<d President has invested me with 
authority to prescribe such rule;?^ ^nd regulations, a? may be ne- 
cessary and proper, for convening a Convention composed of 
delegates tiobe cboswi bv that portion of the^eople of this State 
as are loyal to the United States, and no others ; and has declared 
that no person shall be qualified as an elector, or shall be eligible 
as a member of such Convention unless he shall have previously 
taken and subscribed such oath of a^nnesty, without declaring 
before whom the oath for this purpose shall be taken : 

Now, therefore, in order to render every facility to the well- 
disposed persons of this State, who are loyal to the United States, 
to qualify thfemselves to te voters for delegates to the Conven- 
tion — ' .......■''., . . ■ . 

I, WiLUAM Marvin, Provisional Governor, do issue this proc- 
lamation, supplementary to my prorfamation, dated the 23d of 
August, 1865; and do ordain and proclaim, riut the Inspectors 
or Judges of election for the different precincts in this State, 
«hall have authority, and they are hereby authorized and required, 
to administer the said oath to the persons who may offer to take 
the same. And I do order and direct, that they shall not allow, 
amder any pretence whatever^ any person to vote at said election 
for delegates, unless he shall have nrst taken and subscribed the 
fiaid oat^ before them ; or shall, at the time of offering to vote, 
exhibit to them a certified copy of the oath taken by him before' 
a Commissioned officer, Civil or Military, in the service of the 
United States, or before a Civil or Military officer of a loyal State 
or Territory. And I do further order, that the oath administered 
by them, with the original signatures of the subscribers there- 
ainto, shall be returned by them with the certificate of ejection 
and poll-books, and forwarded by the Judge of Probate or Clerk 
to the Provisional Governor, at Tallahassee, in the manner poin- 
ted out in my.pi*oclamation dated the 23d day of August, 1S56. - 

This proclamation and the oath to be administered will be 
forwarded to the Judges Of Probate or the Clerks of the Circuit 
Court, who are hereby directed to deliver the'same to the Judges 
or Inspectors of the election. 

Oiven atT^lahassee, the 11th day of September, 1866. 

WM. MARVIN", 
Provisional Governor. 

Sam'l, J. DQtjglrs, Private Secretary! 
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The is'OhyowiNQ statement show^' the vote given in bach 

COVNT^ FOB DeLJjGATES TO THE CONVENTION, AND THE NUM- 

BEB OF Voters who took the Amnes:?y Oath beb:o»«;Thk 

^ Judges of ifiijgajrioN 'at the Poixs. * , . ,. 
Ck>nK!rixs. . No. ob tovbs oivsif. Toot Tm Otctu It nm Polls. 

Leon,.,../,./..:. .... 414.. ...i.. ;..:.. l)e/'^7' 

Jefferson, ......... r,.'. 418....'.........^.. Il7 . ' 

Hamilton,.. 385..,,....:,...'.. lO-T ' ' ' 

Ma,rion, ....;..,.':,. 848.......,:.,.,. 30 ' 

Monroe, :...,.*.. 34?:.; ..:. 8 

Hernand^,. . ,\ . . . ,..' 184 i . , . . . : : , . 33 

Madison, ... .,. . ^ ... 429 ; 38 

Jackson,.. ..!„,;,..,,,:,.. 286.,.*. ....: 

Putnam,: '\'.\ ... 1,15 49 

Escambia,...'.....'.:.., liil.. '...;.. ......' 29 

GadMen,: ...:.. 337,,...,, :, 73 

Liberty, 6&.,. ., 11' 

Clay, .:......: 54.;....:........ 

Baker,...:: .\ . 51.....,...:.... 

Calhoun, :.\ 92...,. 

Sumpter, ' . . . . 84. : : . . 8 

Hilfeborougb,. :.:....:'.' 161 . . . . . : ,..,.... 11 

Lafay<5tte,. .,....'.. .'. . . 144. . . ; ... . . .' 44 

-^achua, * 415 .' 54 

Wakujla, ..: 194............... 23 

Polk,.: ;.;.;.. 74...: 14 

Columbia, ... ..... .., ,^/, \ 260. . . : . . ; 47 

Suwannee,...::......'.. 194..; Ill 

Bradford,.:....;...:.: 228...: ..:. 11 

Levy, : :.: . . . 112. . :. . .' • • 67 

St.Johns, :. :.. 185...1... ... 31 :' 

Manatee, . ...:.. . . ..... -74. . . . : . 1. . .*.:. .' 8 

Orange, .: . . 61 14 

Taylor, ...^' 94.. .'...: 26 

Santa'Rosa^. 68...:...; ;. 

Dade,....:.........:-.. 27....: 21 

Walton, 121 

Volusia,.'..:.:,;:.'...'... "is:..,.:.. 5 

Nassau,' }. . , .'. . : . . : 56 29 

Brevard,: ....:.. . .'. . . . 30 25 

Duval, 245. . . . . : . :: . .'. .'. 118 

Washington, 54 

Franklin, 54 

Holmes, 76 

89Counties, 6707 1470 
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The thirty-nine counties in the St^te gave six thousand seven 
hundred aad tevtm votes* Of these, one thousand Sour hundred 
and seventy voters took the amnestv oath before the Judaea of 
the Election at the polls, the others took it before the military ^ 
authorities. The ofrtKs adminlk^ed by the Mlitary authorities 
up to the day of the ele(Jtion wercJ '?,042,- making the total oaths 
administered by the militarv and the judges of Section, d,{^12, . 
Samx/J, Dottolas, Private Secretary. 



ThJP AmTBiS^.OA'fmTAXJSSif VEFQJ^E TH» JtflUTAJBY AuxiaOB^flES 
IN THU SEYSpAi CoHlimBS llT. TUB StATB OF Fl^OIOPA, UP TO 

THE lOra BAT OT October, thb day ot thb BLixrnoN, of 
Delegates to Tuk State CoKvENTioK, ivere as pollows': 



CoinnT* 



No. 



COITNTY. 



No. 



Madison,... .. 

Gadsden, ^.^., 
Alachua, .... 

Leon,.. ....;. 

Duvsi....... . 

mibboroagbi. 
Marion, . . . . . 

Columbia, w i « . 
Jefferson,.. . * . 
Monroe, ..4.. 

Wakulk, 

HtfmiltOQ, 

Biqactford,*..., 
Li^yette, . . . * 
Taylor^i^* * . . * . 
St. Johns,... « 

Jackson,. 

Liberty, 

Total,....., 



t^2 
629 
616 
473 
577 
325 
586 
22,7. 

2xa 
21a 
id9 
im 

2i4 
156 
125 
200 
il5 



.^,04fei ' 
' ><JHAS. 



Frankliuy. . , . 
SaM?^ime^< . . 
Escambia, . . . 

Orange, 

MaQatee,.... 

Clay,;. 

Washington, 
Nassau, . . . . « 

Polk, 

Walton, 

jSUvy,.....,. 
Putnam, .... 

Suni<teif, 

Holn»es, , . . • 
Baker,., ^i,.. 
Hernando,*.. 
Calhoun,/.^*. 
Yplwa^,... . 



103 
99 

84 
75 
75 

109 
68 
56 
,77 

205 
50 
42 
36 

165 
26 

.18 

68 

2 



MtJNDEE, Brev. Brig. Gen'l., 
Ass't. Adj't. Gen. Dept. of Fla. 
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Lettbb OS* Wwt. MabviNj Pbovisional G^)y;^N'9B oy ThOEiD^y 

TO THE GokioSSIOirEB OF IXDtklsr AFFAIBSilK tithATtOif TO 

ImiFLOEiBA Indians. / • '■>*'' . 

Om-iob. of jthb Pftovisioif ^i* * QpyEEuqE, ) 
, TiXLAHABflguB, Octi$bei:i?8„ 1.86^. , f 

Hon. Wm. P.-DoiJE, • '" : . ■ -'.li:. ■/ (.-' i •• -' 

' Commission^ of Indian Affairs ;^ 

Sib — ^There are according to the best information I can obtain 
about two hundred and fifty or three hundred Indians in the 
Southern part of this State, among them seventy-five or a hun- 
dred warriors. 

Baring the iate rebellion,' the&e Indian wefe k^pt qdietby 
means of pres^ents mudethiem by 4}he State and irefaeL governments, 
and through the i]lstr^me^ta]ity of 1;ra4iiig po9ts ^est^^blished in 
theb country. It is s^d.that Uiej are now 4^8titute,pf nearly 
everything, and have begun to wander outside of their limits, 
while on the other hand, white men are encroaching on their 
country. What they uiost need is a trading post at which they 
can buy powder, shot, calicoes, blankets anif othdr hecessary ar- 
ticles. In return they can furnish some deer and other skins. 

The State Governmeat' lately empl^byedJamea McKay of •Earn* 
pla, as its - Indian Agent) and John Montes De Oca, as lA^er^ > 
preter. . : • i 

I am not at the present moment advised as to what relatk>nB ; 
these Indians occupy to the. State and Federal governments, but 
I suppose they must be under the care and protection of tiie 
Federal Government. - ' ' 

tinder these circumstances, it has occurred to me to.suggest, ' 
that the Secretary of War^ehould direct Maj. Gen.. Fost^ or* 
some other suitable' person* to employ^ an . interpreter, and have a 
talk with^these Indians ; and thett be appointforthem a trading 
post, and take such other measured as you. may think best to . 
advise, to guard against an outbreak- among the Indians.^: I mig- 

f est the appointment of Gen. Foster for- this puipose, becaose 
e is in the military oommahd of the State, and :hat ve88€l»and' 
mdans of conveyance at ^omtnanfttongo. into their .cortotry;'- 

Ihavcthe hohoi* to be, n -> ' 

• • • -VeryrespettftlUy, your.ob'dt..serv't,// f 

WM;(..MA^lyIN,,^^^^ 
- :l r iBr6vtlfi)naI. Governor of Florida. 
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CONSTITimON OR FORM OF GOYERNMENT 



FOR thb; 



PEOPLiE OF FLORIDA. 



We, the People of the State of Ploiida, by onr delegates in 
Convention assembled^ in the city of Tallahassee, on the 25th 
day of October, in the year of our Lord 1865, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the ttnited States the 90th year, in order to secure 
to ourselves and our posterity the enjoyment of all the rights of 
Kfe, liberty and property, and the pursuit of happiness, do mu- 
tually ajgree, each with the other, to form the following Consti- 
tution and form of Crovernment in and for* the said State. 



ARTICLE L . . 

t>ECLA&AllOK 03* BiaBa»« 

lliat the gi^eat and esse&tiftl principles of liberty and free 
government i&ay be recognized and esti^blished, we declare : 

1. That all freemen, when they form a government, have cer- 
tain* inherent itadiad^asible rights, imiODg whiqhf/are those of 
enjoying and AdftndiDglile and liberty; of acquiring, possessing 
and protecting property and reputation, aod of pursuing their 
own nappiflisi* r . .^ .;'.;: 

2. That all political power is inherent in-tb^ people, and all 
Aree govemmei4s vre founded on their antbority, and established 
for their benefit ;f and tfaet<efere.tbeyJb«ireait^l titnes aa inalien- 
tible and indefisailirble rigiit to alter or abolish tljteir form of gov- 
ernment in stt(diTOannte?*s'the^ittay.4eexa^pedient. . 

3. That all mM haVe anatnralAiid inalienable right to "^^Orship 
Alitiighty Gkud a<20or£ng ^ jthe ditt^bm of tiheir pwn co^cience, 
and that no preference shall eveir be given by law to ^y reli- 
gious eseablishment? or mod^ of wdrsbip in this State, r 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 

4. That no property qualification for eligibility to office, or for 
the right of suffrage, shall ever be required in this State. 

5. That ieyery citisjea may freely speak, write and pliblish his 
sentiments on all sutQects, being: responsible for thfe abuse of that 
liberty ; and no law shall be passed to curtail, abridge or restrain 
the liberty of speech or of the press. 

6. That the right of trial by jury shall forever remain inviolate, 

7. That the people shall be secure in thejr persons, houses, 
pap^s and |)p8sc»ssionfl,' from uni^asonaUe seizures, and searches ; 
and that tio WAii-aiit to search anj^ platje, or to seize eny person 
or thing, shall issue without describing the place to be searched, 
and the person or thing to be seized, as nearly as may be, nor 
without probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation. 

8. That no freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, nor disseized 
of his freehold, liberties or privileges, or outlawed or exiled, or 
in any manner destroyed or deprived of his life, liberty or prop- 
erty, but by the law of the land^ 

9. That courts shall be open, and every person, for an injury 
done him in his lands, goods, person or reputation, shall have 
rcDledy by due course of law ; . and right and justice administered 
without sfkle, denial or delay. 

10. That in all criminal prosecutions, the accused hath a right "^ 
to be h^ard by himself or counsel, or both j to demand the nature 
and cause of the accusation ; toi be confronted with the witnesses 
against him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses ' 
in his favor ; and in all prosecutions by indictment or present- 
ment, a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the county 
or district where the o^nbd ^^8 committed ; and shall not be 
compelled to give evidence against himself. 

11. That all persons shall b& bailable by sufficient securities, 
unless in capital offences, where the proof is evident, or the pre- 
sumption is strong ; and tb« hikbeaH" oorpns *aot shall not be sus- 
pended unless, when in case of rebellion or invAsiom the public 
safety may require it. - ' 

12. That excessive bdil'Sball in ho case be t)«qnired ; nor Bhafl 
excessive fines be imposed; nor shall cnteb^r tmnsual punish- 
ments be inflicted* J . ., „ 

13. That no person shall, for the same offence^b^ tw4ee put in 
jeopardy of life and limb. . ' i * 

14. That private p^opeirty shall ndt be tak«n or applied to public 
use^ unless just ^^mpensiirton be fiirst itiade thei?efor, 

15. That In all prosecutions and'indiotmeilitB&rlibel, the tmth 
may be given in evidenee| and if it sfaalL uppear to the jury ttot 
the libel is trtie, ahd ptittisii^d witii'^pood motived^ and for justi- 
fiable ends, the truth shiUl be a justifieaiticm ; stsiA the jury shall 
be the judges df the law abd ftwjts. 

16. That ho pei^sott sbftH be j^ut -ioamaweraiiy etimiaal charge, 
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but by pteeetttmenfef iadiotmetit'o^imp^adiimerrt^ except in such 
cases as the Legislature shall otherwise provide : but the Le^s- 
lature shall pass no law wherebj any person shall be required to 
answer any criminal charge iAv^lving the life of the accused, 
except upon indictment or presentment by a Grand Jury. 

17. That no conviJftitni shall work? co^ij^ion of blood or for- 
feiture of estate. 

18. ThatiiEte:«pe«ctive iaws punishing a<^t3 committed before 
the existence i<»f toch laVs, and by them only dclclared penal or 
criminal, are oppressive, unjust and incompatible with liberty ; 
wherefore no t»p0stfact<^lB,w shall ever be made. 

19. That no'lttw impaitiB^ *e*obl%atioa of contracts shnll be 



20. That the people shall have a right, in a peaceable ni^imer, 
to assemble together to 'consult for - the cotnmon good ; and to 
ajjply to those invested tnth the powets of' gbrernment ft>r re- 
dress of grievatices^ or other proper purposes, by petition, address 
or remonstrance. 

21. That nd soldier i|i time ofi{)eace shall be quartered in any 
house without ibe consent o^ the owner ; nor in time of war but 
in a mariner prescribed bylaw.. - / 

22. That no standing ai-my shall be kept up without the con- 
sent of the Legislature f and the military shall be in strict subor- 
dination to the civil power. . .. • 

28. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the 
genius of a fr^e people, and ought not to be allowed. 

24. That no hereditary eniolHttient^, privileges, or honors, shall 
be granted or conferred in this State. ' - 

25. That a'fpcquenft recurrence ' to fundamental principles is 
absolutely necessary to pi-^erve the^ blessings of Hberty. 

20. ' That, to guard agaiiwt-tron^gresftions upon the rights of the 
people, we declare that^ everything in-this article is excepted out 
of the general powers of gover^me^t, and shaU forever remain 
inviolate ; ■ and all livw^ e<)ntrary tihett6to,-o? to the following pro- 
visions, shAU be Votd; .i.< • I 

.1 ' ,- , ^ i. ' ' '••'>■ 

/ ARI^GLB IL > - V 

DISTRIBUTION OF TUE POWERS OF GOYEKN^UCENT. ;, 

1 . The powers of the ^ov«niiiieiitri4»f the State of Florida- shaH 
be divided* into three distinct departments, and each of them 
confided to. a separate body* of Magistracyytd^wit : those which 
are Le^latiwe to one; those wcbieh atie 'Executive to another ; 
and ^hofir whiohiane Jiulii^ial Jto aiw&tberv ^ / > , 1 1 ^ 

2, No person or collection of persons, beitig one of these de- 
partoientsyvhlill eseroiae any.po«rer»prof>etly belonging to either 

18 
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of the others, except in the ioataace exprei^ly proYided in this 
CoastitutioiL * . . 

ARTICLE IIL 

1. The Supreme Exeentive power ishaU be denied in a ChidT 
Magistrate, who shsJl be styled the Oovemor of the State of 
Florida. 

2. The Governor shall be elected for four years, by the quali> 
fied electors, at the time and plaoe they sbaJl vote for represen- 
tatives, and shall remain in office until a successor shall be ohosen 
and qualified. 

3. No person shall be digible to the office of Governor unless 
he shall have attained the age of thirty years,, shall have been a 
citizen of the United States ten yeafs,.and shi^ l^tve.been a resi- 
dent of Florida at least five years next preceding his election. 

4. There shall be elected at the same time^ for the satue term 
and with like qualifications as the Governor, a Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, who shall be ex-officio President of the Senate, but shall 
have no vote except in cases of a ti^^ and during the session of 
the General Assembly, he shall recdve such compensation as 
shall be allowed to a Senator. 

5. The returns of every election for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor, shall be sealed up and teansmitted to the seat of gov- 
ernment, directed to the Speaker of the Hjouse of Representa- 
tives, who shall, during the fii'st week of the session next after 
their election, open and publish them in the presence of both 
Houses of the General Assembly 5 and the persons . having the 
highest number of votes for the respective offices, shall be Gov- 
ernor and Lieutenant Gov^nor ; but if two or more should be 
equal and highest in vptes for the officfe of Governor, one of them 
shall be chosen Governor by the joint vote of the two Houses : 
and in like manner, if two or more shall be equal and highest in 
votes for the office of Lieutenant Governor, one of them shall be 
chosen Lieutenat Governor, by the joifit vote of the two Houses. 
And contested elections for Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
shall be determined by both Houses of the General Assembly, in 
such, manner -as shall be prescribed by law. 

6. The Governor shall at stated times I'eceive a compensation 
for his services, which shall not be increased nor diminisbed du* 
ring the tei*m for which he shall have been elected ; but such 
compensation shall never be less than thi^ee thousand dinars per 
annumi 

7. He shall be the Commander-in^bief of the Anny and Ka- 
vy of this State, and of the Militia thereof. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8. He nuty inquire information in writing from the officers of 
the Executive Departinenti on any subject relating to the duties 
cf their respeetiye dffioes. 

9. He may by proclamation, on extraordinary occasions, con- 
* Tene the General Assembly at the Seat of Government, or at a 

different pkee, if that ^lall have become dangerous from an en- 
emy or from disease; and in case of disagreement between the 
two Houses, wkh respect to the time of adjournment, he may 
adjourn them to sudi time as he may think proper, not beyond 
the day of the next meeting designated by the Constitution. 

10. He shall, from time to time, give to the General Assembly 
information of the state of the Government, and recommend to 
their consideration such measures as he may deem expedient. 

11. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

12. In all criminal and penal cases, (expept impeachment) af- 
ter conviction, he shall have power to grant reprieves and par- 
dons, and remit fines and forfeitures under such rules and regu- 
laptions as shall be prescribed by law. 

18. The State Seal last heretofore used, (until altered by the 
General Assembly,) shall continue to be the Great Seal of the 
State, and shall be kept by the Governor for the time being, and 
«sed by him officially. 

14. All commissions shall be in the name and by the authority 
of the State of Florida, be sealed with the State Seal, and signed 
by the Governor and attested by the Secretary of State. 

12. There shall be a^ Secretary of State elected by the qualified 
electors of the State at the same time, and who shall continue in 
office for the same term of years as the Governor of the State ; 
and he shall keep a Mr register of the official acts and proceed- 
ings of the Gbvemor, and shaU when required lay the same, and 
aH papers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto^ before the 
Genei^l Assembly, and shall perform such other duties as may 
b* required of him by law. 

16. Vacancies that happen in offices, the appointment to which 
is vested in t^e Gtwieral Assembly, or given to the Governor, 
with the-adivice aod consent of the Senate, shall be filled by the 
Governor during the recess of the General Assembly, by grant- 
iog commissions wliich shall expire a^ the end of the next 
sessioa. . ^, 

1^. Every bill ^diioh shdl have passed bbth Houses of the 
Genen^-AssemUyf iriotaU be|)reift«Qted to the Governor; iiPhe ap- 
poffOy heahfltt s^iit; bi^if not, he shall retun^itwith his ob- 
jeotieas to Ae^ House in which it shall have origina^ied, who shall 
.enter theofajeetioM at li»ge upon the journals, andproeeed to re- 
eonnder'it;'4Midi^ afte^ sveb ireconnderation, two^diirdsef the 
whde nnmbinr vKilingLflhall agree t» pass the biBy it shall be sent 
with the objections to the other House, by which it shall be re- 
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couaJdered; f^pd if apprsoved by tworlibiiJdftcrfilie whdbiiiHnber 
votiiig, it shall bepom^ a law ; but iu B\^h ots^^e votes of bbtib 
Houses shall be by yeas and nays, aad tta/naoiBa >.o€ ihe 
members voting for or against.tbe bill, stall . be- eoteced On 
the joui'nals of eacb House xespectivdy.; and if aay.bill Ahall not 
be returned by the Qoyeri^c^ within fiy^ days Sundays excepted,) 
after it shall have been pre^entfi>d ;lo him, the same shall be a. 
law in like manner a3 if be had signed it, unless tkm QeiBerdt As- 
sembly, by their adjournment prevent its return, in. wMch-case 
it shall not be law.. 

18* Every order, resolution or vote to which the jeooemrreii^ 
of both Houses may be necessary, (excgept on questions of adjoum- 
* ment,), shall be presented to thje Qoyernor, and before it sju^ 
take effect, be approved by him, or being disappcoved, be re- 
passed by both Houses^ aocprding to lb© rules and limitations 
prescribed in case of a bill. ' * . < . , 
' 19. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, his removal 
from office, death, refusal to qualify, resignation, or absence firom 
the State, the Lieutenant Gov^i-nor shall exercise all the power 
and authority appertaining to the office of Qovernor until the 
Governor absent, or impeached, shall return, or be acquitted, 
or until the Governor next regularly elected ishall be duly quaH-- 
fied, as the case may be ; andlfor the time the Lieuteniuit Gover- 
nor shall occupy the office of Governor, he shall receive the same 
compensation as shall be allowed by law to the regularly elected ■ 
Governor. 

20. In case of the impeachment of both the Governor and the 
Lieutenant Gov^rnqr, their Removal from office, de^th, refusal to 
qualify, resignation, or absence froni the State, the Speaker of 
the House of Representative* shall in like nianner administer tiie 
Government, imless the General Assembly shall otherwise pro- 
vide ; and for, the time he shall occupy the office of Governor, be 
shall receive the same compensation as «hall beailowjed by law 
to the GoverflQr* ... 

21. It sball be the djjty of the GiMieral Awembly to provide 
for the purchase ,ov . <erecti<m of a siiiitable building £at :the resi^ 
donee of the Governoi*, aijd tbe Goyemor shall reside at the seat 
of government^ but wl^never, by reason <rf dangw* from an 
enemy, or from disease, the Governor may deem the Capital'taa* 
safe, he may, l^f prQ^l|aoation^.fi?(d)be seatofg^veniimeiitat sdhie 
secure place waI4^ni t^c Sta^, un^ such dauger shall eease. < ^ - 

%2, K^opc^flni-i^ballihold tb/« pffiee ofGovilnitM^aiid may* other 
0%^ or ooq9A^M<M»9<pivil or ?)]^ary» either in thi» State or mi^ 
der any:Sta;te, f>V)iik^ United %ubesi or ao^.atlMVi^fMfMr, At one 
and the sam^ l^n^f ,,e2(p^t ]^ XiiQ«tei»ant G€me^<toi«r!:the Speaks 
er of the Hoias^ <^ Ee|^)efteA^a^e% whm he^^ati/htdditiie offioa' 
as aforesaid. >r . / : 
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2^; A State Ti-easiti:*er afid 'Coinpti^oHer of Pnblic Accounts 
shall'be ^keted hfihe qualified electors of tire State at the same 
time; and^Sf^ho ^Ml continue in office for the same term of years 
as the Governor of the State, and until their successors shall have 
been duly fc^mmissioned and qualif5ed. ■' ' ' 

' • • " '•■■' ARTBODE IV. - * "' • •' 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The Legislative power of this Staie eball be tested in two 
distinct branches,-tlie dfloe to be styled the Senate, the other the 
House of Rdpreftentatives, and both together *' The General As- 
sembly of the 8ta/te of Florida," and th^^style of the kws shall be, 
"Be it enacted by the Senate and Heuseof ■ Representatives of 
the Statii'of Florida in General Amembly convened." 

2. The members, of the House of Representatives shall be cho- 
sen by the qualified votei-s, and shall serve for the term of two 
years from, the day otf the general election, and no longer ; and 
the sessions of the General Assembly «hall be annual, and com- 
mence oh the second Wednesday in November in each year. 

3. The- Representatives shall me chosen every two years on^ 
the first Monday in the motith of Ootobei', until otherwise direc- 
ted bylaw. 

4. No person shall be a Representative unless ,he be a white 
man, a citizen of the United Statei, and shall hare been an in- 
habitant of the State two years next preceding his election, and 
the last year thereof a resident of the County for -which he shall 
be chosen, and shaBiiave -attained the age of twenty^oneyear3. 

6;;Th0'SetiatX)*rs shall biB chesea by the qualified electors for 
the tenn of *wa years, at the same time, in the same manner, and 
in the same plaoes irhere they vote for members of the House 
of RdpredeiitativeB';^<aiid no msai ^beM he a B^iator imkss he be 
a whitie ftuuQ^ a oitizen oi*^the United Stateik^ and shall have been 
an inhabitant of this State two years meatt preceding his ©lection, 
and the ktfifj^ear thereof* i^dsident of thit I^trict or County for 
which he fthaU be choeen, and shall have* -attained the age of 
twenty-five yeajffc. " 

6. TbeHooseofEepresentatives, when afisenLbied,«hyi choose 
a Speaker And its ether offieare, and the SenatCy its other officers, 
and in the abBenGtelif the Lieiiteitaiiit GoveciMli, a-Rresident pro 
tempore, ^and'eaeb'HN^M^fihsdl- bejadgeofr^e qm^oations, 
dectk^fty^and iietuiiditf o^fls ineaabers; bota oont^iUed eleotion 
shall be determined in such nHRtock* as^slMi} be"dii*edled by law. 

7i ' A m^rhfi^^adtt- Bbuse shall netnmtitnto s ^{iu>nim to do 
buMness', bcttr'areBiallenniimliMriii«9^«^)<Mirii from day to day^ and 
mayeompeiiriie'alitiiBdat^oeof abiieBt>'meaibev8«iii.duok manner 
and under such penalties as each House may prescribe. 
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8. Each House may determine the rules of its own proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behi^yiox, and with the consent 
of two-thirds, expel a member, bat not a second time for the 
same cause. 

9. Each House, during the session, may punish by imprison- 
ment, any person not a member, fbr disrespectful or disorderly 

» behavior in its presence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings, 
provided, such imprisonment shall not extend beyond the end of 
the session. 

10. Each House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings, and 
cause the same to be published immediately after its adjourn- 
ment ; and the yeas imd nays of the members of each House shall 
be taken and entered upon the Journals upon the final passage 
of every bill, and may, by any two members,, be required upon 
any other question ; and any member of either House «hall have 
liberty to dissent from, or protest against, any act or resolution 
which he may think injurious to the public, or an individual, and 
have the reasons of his dissent entered on the journal. 

11. Senators and Representatives shall in all cases except^ tre^i- 
son, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged fr<»n arrest du- 
ring the session of the Glenerid Assembly, and in going to, or 
returning from the same, allowing one day for every twenty 
miles such member may reside from the place at which the Gren- 
eral Assembly is convened, and for any speech or debate in either 
House they shall not be questioned in any other place. , 

12. The General Assembly shall make provision by law, for 
filling vacancies that may occur in eitlher Houae^* by 'the death, 
resignation, (or otherwise) of any of its m^^mbers. 

18. The doors (rfeach House shall be ope» when in legislative 
session, except on such oceamons as, in the opinion c^ the House, . 
the public safety may imperiously require seerecy. 

14. Neidber Hofise shdl, without the consent of the lOthar, ad- 
journ for more than l^ee datys, nor to any other plaae ^bim that 
in which they may be sitting. 

15. Bills may originate in eith^JBioase of the General Assem- 
\Aj ; and all bills passed by one House may be disonased, amen- 
de, or rejected by the other ; but no bill shall ha^e the force of 
law, until on tharee several days it ibe read in eadi. House and 
£ree discnsiion - h» allowed thereon, unless in cases of urgency, 
lbur^fifill8ofiheHcnISoii^wUchthe.BaIlle lAati foe di^ndilig, 
may deem it expedient to dispense with iM rule; aikd.ieyfiry^ bill 
lowing ptoiid both HouAeSy f^aM&' be signed 1^ theSpei^ber and 
Prcfeid^nt of thie&*it6spie«liwHoufles. m --^ ■^ n 

' 16. ffiackmembetrttf tibe ffieiieimiJIsseiliUy'iriifK' rfettve from 
Uie pubHc rFreasury soeb ^mpenHilioB fftailhnsarncies'aijttay 
be fiied by law ; b«t mrbcitease of oQmpehBiitiioii'dbBtttake«tf«K$t 
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during the term for which the RepreflH^ntatives were elected, 
when snch law passed. 

17. The sessions of the General Assembly shall not extend in 
deration over thirty days, unless it be deemed expedietit by a 
concurrent majority of two-thirds of the members of each House ; 
and no member shall i^eoeive pay from the State for his services 
after the expiration of sixty days continuously from the colmnence- 
mjent of the session. 

18. The General Assembly shall by law authorize the Circuit 
Court to grant licenses for building Toll-Bridges, and to estab- 
lish Ferries, and to regulate the tolfe of both ; to construct dams 
across streams not navigable ; to ascertain and declare what 
streams are navigable ; but no special law for such purpose shall 
be made. 

19. The General Assembly shall pass a general law prescribmg 
the manner in which the names of persons may be changed, but 
no special law for such purpose shall be passed ; and no law 
shall be made allowing minors to contract, or manage their 
estates. 

20. The General Assembly shaH pass a general law for the 
incorporation of Towns, Religious, Literary, Scientific, Benevo- 
lent, Military and other Associations, not Commercial,fIndustrial 
or Financial; but no special act incorporating any such associa- 
tion shall be passed. 

21. No act incorporating any Railroad, Banking, Insurance, 
Commercial or Financial corporation shall be introduced into 
the General Assembly, unless the person or persons applying for 
such corporation shall have deposited with the Treasurer the 
sum of one hundred dollars a^ a bonus to the State. 

22. Officers shall be removed from office for incapacity, mis- 
conduct or neglect of duty, in such manner as may be provided 
bv law, when no mode of trial or removal is provided in this 
Constitution, 

ARTICLE V. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

1. The. Judicial power of this State, both as to matters of law 
and equity, shall be vested in a Supreme Court, Courts of Chan- 
cery, Circuit Courts, and Justices of the Peace, provided the 
General Assembly may also vest such civil or criminal jurisdic- 
tion as may be necessary in Corporation Courts, and such other 
courts ^as the General Assembly may establish ; but such juris- 
diction shall not extend to capital cases. 
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2. The Supreme Court, ^xG^t in qas^s /Other yy^ise diriected in 
this Constitution, shall have appellate jurj^^i^itio^ c(d\j, whichr 
tehall bjQ co-extiQnsive.wri^h the State^ updei? ^uoh restrictio/is and 
reguiatiojQS, not repugnant, to this Ponstitntiony as inay from time 
to time be prescrijb'ed by la,^, P^^videli that ^ said court ah^ 
always have power to is^e^ wi'its of injunction, mand^m,us,t qua 
warranto,. habeas corpus, aojd such, qttor original and ren^edial 
writs as may be necessary to give it a general ^uperintendejuce,. 
and control of all other ^jourts. , , . 

3. The Supreme Court phall .^e lipldei^ at such times and places, 
as inay be prescribed by law^- apd* two J.udgea of th^ Circuit 
Couit may be added to the Supreme; Court,. when in se8sion> at 
the discretion of the lyegislature ; and the court so cojuposed 
shall constitute the Supreme Court of the State, when.the Legis- 
lature shall-so :direct. > . * i 

4. The State shall be divided into convenient Cii'cuits ; a^nd for 
each Circuit there shall pe a. Judge, whp shall, after his election 
or appointmetit, reside in. the pircmt for which h§ ,hasf been 
elected or appointed; and shall, as well as Justices of the Su- 
preme Court, receive, for his services a salary of npt.le^s than 
twenty-five hundred dollars per f^nnum,. which shall not be duniur 
ished during his continuance io. office; but the Judges shall re- 
ceive no jfees, perquisites of pffice, nqr hold any other office of . 
profit under the State, the tjnited States, or any other power, 

5. The Circuit Courts shall have original jurisdiction in all 
matters, civil and criminal, not otherwise excepted in t|iis Cdp- 
stitution. . . ' • . ■ . . 

6. A Circuit Court shall be heUj iir such counties apd at such 
times and places therein, as may be prescribed by law.; and the 
Judges of the, several Cirquit' Courts may hqld courts for each 
other, either for the entire Circuit or, for a portion, thereof, and 
they shall do so when required, by order. pf the Governor or 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; and they may .exerci3_e. 
jurisdiction in cases of writs of habeas corpus in any Judicial 
Circuit in which the Judge m^y happen to be at the time the 
case arises. . ' • ' 

7. The General Assembly shall have power to establish and 
organize a separate court or courts oforigmal equity jurisdiction ; 
but until such court or courts shall be established and organized^ 
the^Circuit Courts shall exer<Qise such jurisdictioii. . ;.. . 

8» There shall be. elected in each.coutvty pf this ^tate, by^ the 
qualified voters, au ofiicei* to be styled tji^ j Jud^e of Prob^jt^, to 
take probate of wills, to graut letters testamentary, ot . admi^^is- 
tration aud guardiaush^, to attend i^P t&^ - eetllement -of the 
estates of d^pedrpats and paiuorsj.^^nd ,to rdi^cjjlwge th|>' duties 
usually appertaining to Courts of Qi-diu^ry^ and ^ufih pth^^'.idu- 
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ties aa may be required by law; subject to thp direction and 
supervision of the Circuit Courts, as inav b6' provided by 'law. 

9. A competent number of Jiistices of tlie Peace shall bt^ from 
time to time elected in and for each cbunty, ifi such mode and 
for such term of office as the General ^ssetnbly may dii^ect, and 
shall possess such jurisdictioij as may. be prescribed by laV '; and 
in cases tried before a Jjastice of the Peace,' tto right of appeal 
shall be secured under such rules and regulations as inay,J)e pre- 
scribed by law. , ' 

10. Ttere shall be appointed by' the Governor, by Ai^d Witl 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a Chief Justice and tWo 
Associate Justices of the Supreme 6burt of this' State,' Who shall 
reside in this State, and hold their office for the term of i^i?: years 
from their appointment and confirmation,* unless sooner temOved 
under the provisions of this Constitution, for th6 removal of 
Judges by address, or impeachment: and for willful neglect of 
duty or other reasonable cause, which shall not bo sufficient 
groxmd for impeachment, the Governor shall remove any of them 
on the address of two-thirds of the General Assembly : Provided^ 
hotc&oer, That the cause or causes shall be notified to tiie Judge 
so intended to be removed ; and he shall be admitted -to a hear- 
ing in his own defence, before an}'^ vote for such removal shall 
pass, and in such case, the vote shall be taken by yeas ahd nays, 
and entered on the journal of each House respectively, and in 
case of the appointment* to fill a vacancy in said officep, the per- 
son so appointed shall only hold office for the unexpired, terrh of 
his predecessor. , 

11. There shall be elected, at the time and places prescribed 
by law, by the qualified electors of each of the respective Judicial 
Circuits of this State, one Judge of the Circuit Court, who shall 
reside in -the 'Circuit for which he* may be elected, and the said 
Circuit Judges shall continue in office for the term of six years 
from the date of their respective elections,' unless sooner renioved, 
under the provisions in this Constitution for thie iremoval of 
Judges by address or impeachment; : and^ for willful neglect of 
duty, or other reasonable cause, which shall not Ije sufficient for 
impeachment, the Governor shall remove any of them, on the 
ad4ress of two-thirds of the General Assembly': JProvided^ how- 
ever, That the cause or causes shall be stated at length in such 
address and entered on the journal of each Hpu^e ; And provided 
further, That the cause or cajises shall be notified to 4\ich Judge 
so intended to be removed, and he shall be admitted to a hearing 
in his own defence before any vote or votes* for such removal 
shall pa,ss 'y and in such cases the Vote fihall be taken b^ yeas ajrid 
nays and entered on tte journals of each House resp^cilveljf. 

12. Jhe appointment of Chief Justice and Assbciate Justices 
of the Supreme Court shall be made every sixth year after their 

20 
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first appointing t, and the election of Judges of the Circuit 
Court* and Judges or Chancellors, of the Chancery Courts when 
established, shall h& held in every sixth year after their first elec- 
tions* at the same time and places as the election for members of 
the General Assembly. 

13. That whenever the General Assembly shall create'a Chan- 
cery Court, under the provisions of this Constitution, the Judges 
thereof shall be elected in the manner provided in the last two 
sections of this article, and shall hold their offices and be suWect 
to all the provisions of said sections: Provic^ed., hoioever^ That 
the said Judges shall be elected by general ticket or by districtiSt 
as the General Assembly may direct. 

14. That shonld a vacancy occur either in the Chancery or 
Circuit Courts, by death, removal, resignation or otherwise, it 
shall be the duty of the Governor to issue a writ of election to 
fill such vacancy,, and he shall give at least sixty days notice 
thereof by proclamation : and the Judge so elected to fill said 
vacancy shall continue in office from the time he qualifies nnder 
his cqra mission, until the expiration of the terniof his predecessor :. 
Provided^ however^ That should it become necessary to fill any 
such vacancy before an election can be held under the provisions 
of this Constitution, the Governor shall have power to fill such 
vacancy- by appointment, and the person so appointed shafl hold 
his office from the date of his commission until nis successor shalJ 
be duly elected and qualified. 

15. The Clerks of "the Circuit Courts of the several Circuits 
of this State, shall be elected by the qualified voters An their 
several counties at such times and places as are now or .may be 
provided by law : Promded^ hotceve,r^ That the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court and the Chancellors of the Court of Chan- 
cery, when such courts shall be established, shall have the power 
to appoint the Clerks of their respective coilrts. 

16. The Justices of the Supreme Court, Chancellors and 
Judges of th6 Circuit Courts, shall, by virtue of their offices, be 
conservators of the peace throughout the State. 

17. The style of all process shall be '/The State of Florida,'* 
and all criminal prosecutions shall be carried on in the name of ■ 
the State, and all indictments shall conclude, "against the peace 
and dignity of the same." 

18. There shall be an Attorney GeneraJ for the * State, who 
shall reside at the seat of government, and he shall perform such • 
duties as may be prescribed by law; he shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the State, at the same time and in the same 
manner that the Comptroller, Secretary of State and Treasurer 
are elected, and his term of office shall be the same ; but he may 
be removed by the Governor, on the address of a majority of the 
two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall receive for his 
services a compensation to be fixed by law. 
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. 19. There shall be one Solicitor for each Circuit, who shall re- 
side therein, to be elected by the qualified electors of the Cir-. 
cuit, who shall hold his office ior the term of four years, and 
shall receive for his services a compensation Xo be fixed by law. 

20. Xo Justice pf the Supreme Court shall sit as a Jucige, or 
take part in the Appellate Court on the trial or hearing of any 
case ;which shall have been decided by him in the Court below. 
. ^1. The General Assembly shall have power to establish in 
each county a Board of Commissioners, for the regulation of the 
•county business therein. 

22. No duty not judicial shall be imposed by law upon. the 
Justices of the Supreme Court, the Chancellors or the Judges of 
the Circuit Courts of this State, except in cases otherwise pro- 
vided for in tliis Constitution. 

ARTICLE VI. 

THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE AND QUALIFICATIONS OF OFFICERS, CIVIL 
OFFICERS, AXD IMPEACHMENTS, AND REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

1. Every free white male person of the age of twenty-one years 
and upwards, and who shall be, at the time of ofiering to vote, a 
citizen of the United States, and who shall have resided and had 
bis habitation, domicil, home, and place of permanent abode in 
Florida, for one year next preceding the eltction at which he 
shall offer to vote, and who shall, at such time, and for six months 
immediately preceding said time, have had his habitation, domicil, 
and plaqe of permanent abode in the county in which he may 
offer to. vote, shall be deemed a qnalified elector at all elections 
under the Constitution, and none others ; 'except in elections by 
general ticket in the State or District prescribed by law, in which 
cases the elector must have been a resident of the State one year 
next pi'epeding the election, and six mouths within the elective 
district in which he offers to vote : Provided^ That no officer, 
•soldier, seaman or marine, in the regulaf army or navy of the 
United Stages, or any other person in the employ or pay of the 
United States, unles* he be a qualified elector of the State pre- 
vious to his appointment or enlistment, as such officer, soldier, 
seaman or miarine, in the regular army or navy of the United 
States, or of the.revenu^ service, shall be considered a resident 
of the State in consequence of being stationed within the same. 

2. The General Assembly shall have power to exclude from 
every office of honor, trust, or profit within the State, and from 
the right of suffrage, all persons convicted of bribery, pegury or 
other infamous crime, 

3. No person shall be capable of holding or being elected to 
any post of honor,, profit, trust or emolument, civil or military, 
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legislative, executive or judicial, under the government of this 
State, who shall hereafter fight a duel, or send or accept a chal- 
lenge to fight a duel, the probable issue of which may be the 
death of the challenger or challenged,, or who shall be a second 
to either party, or who shall, in any manner, aid or aSsist in such 
duel, or shall be knowingly the bearer of such challenge or 
acceptance, whether the same occur oV be committed in or out • 
of the State; but the legal disability shall not accrue until after 
trial and conviction, according to due form of law. 

4. 'No person who may hereafter be a collector or holder of 
public monies shall have a seat in either House of the Genersfl 
Assembly, or be eligible to any office of trust or profit under this 
State, until he shall have accounted for and paid into the Treasu- 
ry all sums for which he may be accountable. 

5. No Governor, member of Congress, or of the General As- 
sembly of this State, shall receive a fee, be engaged as counsel, 
agent or attorney, in any civil case or claim against this State, 
or 'to which this "State shall be a party, during the time he shall 
remain in office. 

6. No Senator or Representative shall, during the term for" - 
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office 
of profit under this State, which shall have been created, or the 
eraohimeiits of which- shall have been increased, during such 
term, except such offices as may be filled by elections by the 
people. 

7. Members of the General Assembly, and all officers, civil or 
military, before they enter upon the execution of their respective 
offices, shall take the folli>^\nng oath or affirmation : "I do s\t^ear 
(or affirm) that I am clulj ijuaTified, according to the Constitution 
of this State, to exercise the office to which I have been elected, 
(or appointed,) and will, to the best of my abilities, discharge 
the duties thereof, and preserve, protect and defend the Consti- 
tution of this State and of the United States of America." 

8. Every person shall bo disqualified from serving as Governor, 
Senator, Representative, or from holding any other office of 
honor or profit in this State, for the term fOr wnich be shall have 
been elected, who shall have been convicted of having given or 
offered any bribe to procure his election. ' n 

9. Laws shaH'be made by the General Assembly to exclude 
frora office, ^and from suffrage, those who shall have been; or mav 
hereafter be^ convicted of bribery, perjury, fbrgery, or other liigh ^ 
crime 6r misdemeanor ^ and"tne; prwilege of suffrage shall be 
:Supported bV l^ws regulating electiotis and prohibiting, under 
adeqii^i^' penaftiefe, 'all unciueMiifluenee thereon, from power, 
bribery, tumult, or other improper practices. 

10. All civilofficers of the ' State at large shdil re^de within 
;the State, and all district or county officers withih their respec t 
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ive districts or counties; and shall keep their respective offices at 
such places therein as may be required by law. 

11. It shall bathe duty of the General Assembly to* regulate 
by law in what cases and what deduction from the salaries of 
public officers -shall be made, tor any neglect of duty in their 
official capacity. 

12. Returns of elections for members of Congress and the 
General Assembly shall be made to the Secretary of State, in a 
manner to be prescribed by law. 

IS J In all elections by the General Assembly the vote shall be 
viva vbce, and in all elections by the people the vote shall be by 
ballot. 

14. No member of Congress or person holding or exercising 
any office of profit under the United States,, or under any foreign 
powei*, shall be eligible as a member of the General Assembly 
of thi*; State, or hold or exercise any office of profit under the 
State; and no person in this State shall ever hold two offices of 
profit at the same tinfie, except the office of Justice of the Peace, 
Notary Public, Constable, and Militia offices, except by special 
acr'of the Legislature; but the Legislature shall never unite in 
the same person two offices, the duties of which are incom- 
patible. 

15. The General Assembly shall, by law, provide for the 
appoihtment or election, and removal, froirt office, of all officers, 
civil and military, in this State, not provided for in this Consti- 
tution. . 

16. trhe power of impeachment shall be vested in the House 
of Representatives. 

- l7. All impeachments shall be tried by the Senate; when sit- 
ting for that purpose the Senators shall be upon oath or affirma- 
tion ; and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members present. 

1*^. Th^ Governor and all civil officers shall be liable to im- 
peachinent for any misdemi^anor in office, but jud^ent in such 
cases shall not extend fiirther than to removal. fVom office and , 
disqualification to hold ^ny <>ffice of honor, trust or profit under 
this St^te ; but ihe paH^s lievertheless shall be liable to indict- 
ment, trial and putiishm^ntJ according to law. 

.AtRTIOLE Vn. 

1. All Militia officers shall be etect^or af^oitrted, under such 
rules 'a-rt.d' W^ulations ^'the^General Asi^cfhibly mav from time to 
time dit^ect ^M ^t^It^h, ' * ^ " * ■ 

2: All 6fiPbii6e8 agalnit the Militia laws shall be tried by Court 
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Martial, or before a court and jury, as the General Assembly 
naay direct. . . 

3.. No commission shall *be vacated except by sentence of a 
Court Martial 

ARTICLE ym. 

TAXATION ANVi BEVEIOJE. 

1. The General Assembly shall devise and adopt a system of' 
revenue, having regard to an equal and uniform mode of taxa- 
tion, throughout the State. 

2. No other or greater amount of tax or revenue shall at any 
time be levied, than may be required for the necessary expenses 
of the Government. • , 

3. No mon«y shall be drawn from the Tr^asury but in, conse- 
quence of an appropriation by law, and a regular statement of 
the receipts and expenditures of all public monies shall be pub- 
lished and promulgated annually with the laws of the General 
Assembly. 

4. The General Assembly shall have power to authorize the 
several counties and incorporated towns in this State to impose 
taxes for county and corporation purposes, respectively, and all 
property shall be taxed upon the principles established in regard 
to State taxation. \ ' 

5. The General Assembly shall have power to authorize the 
levying of a capitation lax. 

ARTICLE IX. - 

CENSUS AND APPOBTIONMENT OF BEPRESfeNTATlON. , 

1. The General Assembly shall, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-seven, and in the, year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five, and every tj^nth ypar thereafter, cause 
an enumeration to be made of all the inhabitants c^ the Stat^; 
and to ^he whole number of white inhabitants shall be added 
three-fifths of the number of colored people; and they shall theia 
proceed to apportion the representation equally among the differ- 
ent counties, according to such fnun^eration, giving, however, 
«>ne representative to every county, and increasing the number 
of representatives on a uniform ratio of population, according to 
the foregoing basis, and which ratio shall not be changed until a 
new census shall have b^n t«ken. j • i , 

2. The General Assembly shall .^l89,j ^^r every such enumera- 
tion, proceed to fix by law the number pf Senators which shall 
constitute the Senate of the State of Florida, and which shaU 
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never he less than one-fourth nor more than one-half of the whole 
number of the House of Representatives ; and they shall lay off 
the State into the same number of Senj^torial Districts, as nearly 
eqoal in ihe number of inhabitants as may be, according to the 
ratio of representation established in the precedinjj section, each 
of isiiich districts shall be entitled to one Senator. 

3. When any Senatorial District shall be composed of two or 
more counties, the counties of which such district consists shall 
not be entirely separated by any county belgnging to another 
district, and no county shall be divided in forming a district. 

4. No county now organized shall be divided into new coun- 
ties, so as to reduce the inhabitants of either below the ratio of 
representation. 

5. The several counties of this State shall be entitled to the follow- 
ing Representatives, viz : Escambia three, Santa Rosa two, Walr 
ton two. Holmes one, Washington one, Calhoun one, Franklin one, 
Jacikson four, Gadsden three, Leon four, Wakulla one, Liberty 
one, Jefferson three, Madison two, Hamilton two, Lafayette one, 
Taylor oi^e, Suwannee one, Columbia two. Baker one, Bradford 
one, Alachua two, Nassau one, Duval two. Clay one, St. Johns 
one, Putnam one, Marion two, Sumter one. Orange one, Vo- 
lusia one, Brevard one. Levy one, Hernando one, Hillsborough 
one. Manatee one, Monroe one, Dade one, and Polk one. There 
shall be twenty-nine Senatorial Districts in this State, which shall 
be as follows : The county of Escambia shall compose the First 
District ; the county of Santa Rosa shall compose the Second 
District ; the county of Walton shali compose the Third District ; 
the counties of Washington and Holmes shall compose the 
Fourth District ; the county of Franklin shall compose the Fifth 
District ; the county of Calhoun shall compose the Sixth District ; 
the'cdunty of Jacksori shall compose the Seventh District; the 
county of Gadsden shall compose the Eighth District ';' the couii- 
ty of Liberty shall compose the Ninth District ; the county of 
Leon shall compose the Tenth District ; the county of Wakulla 
shall compose the Eleventh District ; the county of Jefferson 
shall compose the Twelfth District; the county of Madison shall 
compose the Thirteenth Distrfct ; the county of Hamilton shall 
compose the Fourteenth District ; the counties of Lafayette and 
Taylor «hall compose the Fifteenth District; the county of Co- 
lumbia shall compose the Sixteenth District ; the county of Su- 
wannee shall compose the Seventeenth District ; the counties of 
Baker and Bradford shall compose the Eighteenth District ; the 
county of Alachua shall compose the Nineteenth District ; the 
countjr of Nassau shall compose the Twentieth District; the 
counties of Duval and Clay shaB compose the Twenty-First Dis- 
trict ; the counties of St. John's and Putnam ishall compose the 
Twenty-Second District; the county of Marion shall compose 



Digitized by 



Google 



the Twenty-Third I>i8triet ; the county of Sumter shall compose 
the Twenty-Fourth District; the counties of Orange and Volu- 
sia shall compose the Twenty-Fifth District; the counties of 
Levy and ^Hern^ndo shall compose tne Twenty-Sixth District ; 
the countiep of Hxjlaborough and Manatee shall compose the 
Twenty-Seventh i)istcict; the counties of Polk j^nd Brevard 
shall compoee thP Twenty-Eighth District; apd the coi^ntiesof 
Monroe and Dade shall compose the Twenty-Ninth Digtript; and 
each Senatorial Distriqt shall be entitled to one Senator. 

ARTICLE X. ' , 

EDUCATION^ 

1 , The proceeds of a-lllands for the use of Schools and a Semina- 
ry or Seminaries of Learning shall "be and remain a perpetual 
fund, the interesjt. of which, ^ogether with all monies accrued from 
any other source, applicable tp the same object, shall be inviolably 
appropriated to. the use of Schoxdsand Seminaries of Learning, 
respectively, and to jio other p,urpose. 

2. The Generf^l Assembly shall tjike such measures as may be 
necessary tp preserve from waste or darpage all lands so granted 
?ind appropriajted for the purpose of Education, 

ARTICLE XI. 

PUBLIC i)0MAi;ftf AND INT^^RNAL IMPtlOVJEMKNT:, 

1. It shatl be the duty of the Grener^. Assembly to .provide for 
the prevention of waste and damage of tl^e public lands^, that may 
hereafter be ceded to the State of Florida, apd it may pass laws 
for the sale of any part or portion thereof; and, in ^uch cases, 
provide for the safety, security and appropriation of the proceeds, 
?ut in no wise to ^ftect the purposes for which sai^ lands have 
heretofore been appropriated. 

2. A liberal sy8|;em of Internal Improvement being essential 
to the development of the resources of the State, shall be *en-^ 
couraged by the gover^r^^nt of this State ;, and i^t shall be the 

. duty of ,the. General, Asseqibly, as soon as gractica;ble, .to ascer- 
tain by law proper object^ foif the ex-tension of Internal Improve- 
ments, in'Velation to roads, canals ^lid.fliavigable^/streams, and to 
provide for a suitable .application of such {m4^ as may have . 
been, or ma^ hereafter b» appropriated by paid Oeoerar Assem- 
bly for such fmprovemiBiits, , . , { 

3. That thj^ Gener^I Assen^bly may at any tfrne cede to the 
IJnited States Goyernmenjt asiij^ent pfucel.or fraction of land 
for the purpose of cojaet defence and other national purposes, 
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ARTICLE Xn. 

i BOTODABIE^* ' 

• 1, The boui«is^Ty of the State, of Florida shall be as follows : 
comaieiidiig'iit the mouth of the river Perdido, from thence up 
' the middte of said river to where ii intersects the southern boun- 
dary line of the State of Alabama, on the thirty-first degree of 
NcMTth lal&t«de;^itbeii due East to the Chattahoochee river; 
tb^ice do wa thye middle of said river to its confluence with the 
Flint river ; thenoe down, the middle of said river to the Atlantic 
Ocean ; thence southwardly to the Gulf of Florida and Gulf of 
Mexico ; thence northwardly and west wardly, including all islands 
within five leagues of the shore, to the beginning. 



ARTICLE Xm. 

BANltS AND OTHER COKPOAATIONBK ' 

7, h T1^6 General Assembly shall pass no act of incorporation, 
Her^mfike any alteration in one, unless with the assent of at least 
tWOrtbirdfl of each House, and unless public notice in one or more 
HQ^Wsp^pers of the State shall have been given for at least three 
months immediately preceding the session at which the same 
may be applied for. ...... _. 

2. No 1i>aiik c^art^p, nor, ^y act of mcorpQraiiop gniiitjng'ex- 
ijlusiye*. privileges, shall be granted, for a longer period than 
twenty years. 

3. Banks chartered by the General Assembly shall be restric- 
ted to the business of ;pxch|mg0, dispount and deposit, and they 
shall not deal in real estate, nor nierchandize, nor chattels, exc€|)t 
as seourij^ for loans or discounts, or for debts due to such bank • 
nor shall they be concerned in insurance, manufacturing, expor- 
tation, or importation, except of bullion, or specie ; nor shall they 
own real estate or chattels, except such as shall be necessary for 
their actual use in the transaction of business, or which may be, 
reoeiyed ki payment of previously contracted debt's, or purchased 
at legal s^es to satisfy such debts, of which they shall be required 
to ipa]f^ sale within three years after the acquisition thereof. 

4. The capital stock of any bank shall not be less than one 
hund^d thousand dollars, to be paid in suitable instalments, and 
shaU be created only by the payment of specie therein. 

5. AU liabilities of such banks shall be payable in specie, and 
the circulation of no bank shall exceed three dollars for one of 
capital actually fftidi^. ,- ,,(,./. , , ■,. : ,^, 

6. No diyioi^s^r profits e;!PQeeding.1^en, per cei^tflin ter an- 
num on the capital stock paid }n shall be made • bii'ti^ profits 

21 
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over ten per centum per annum shidl be set apart and retained 
as a safety fund. 

7. Stockholders in a bank, when an act of forfeiture is commit* 
ted, Or when it is dissolved or has expired, shall be individually 
and severally liable for the 4'edemption of the outstanding circu- 
lation^ in proportion to the stocl owned by eieh, and bo 'trinsfer 
of stock snail exonerate such stockhoMei^ firotn this liabffity, un- 
leiss such transfer was made at least two years; prenri<ms to. smd 
forfeiture, dissolution or expiration. 

8. Banks shall be open to iniSpection under snbh regtiktions 
as may be prescribed by law, and it shall be'the duty of liie Gov- 
ernor to appoint a person, or persons not connected in any man- 
ner with any bank m the State, to examine at least onoc^a year 
into their state and condition ; and the officers of every barik 
shall make quarterly returns under oath, to the Governor, of its 
state and condition, and the names of the stockholders, and 
shares held by each. ' 

9. Nbn U80r for the space of one year» or any act of a corpo- 
ration, or those having control or management thereof, or iiitrus- 
t^ therewith; inconsistent with, or in violation of the provis- 
ions of this Constitution, or of its charter, shall catse its forfeit- 
ure, and the General Assembly shall by ^en^ral law provide a 
sumn^ary process for the sequestration of its effects and assets, 
iand the appointtnent of officers to settle its affiurs, and no forfeit- 
ed charter shall be restored. 

10. l!he General Assembly shall not pledge the ftiSi and credit 
of the Stitte to r^se funds in the aid of iEmy eorporatien what- 
ever.. - 

ARTKJLE XIV, 

AHSNDMSirrB AND BEVISIONS OT THK CO WAWUlTO iSr. 

1. No part of this Constitution shall be alteifed etoeptbya 
Convention duly elected. 

2. No Convention of the people shall be caHW 'niilcJss by the 
concurrence of two-thirds of all the metnbers of e^h House of 
the General Assembly, made known by tlf4 passitfg i^a bill, 
which shall be read three times on three several dajii'hli each 
House. ' • '^ 

3. Whenever a Convention shall be called, prddannf^on of an 
dection for Delegates shall be made by the 'Go^mor kt least 
thirty days before the day of ielection. Every Cobnty tod Sena* 
torial District shall be entitled to as many Ddej^ates as it has 
representatives in the General Assembly. The satms qmdifica- 
tions shall be required in pelegates, and in Electors, that are re- 
quired in members of the General Assembly, and tbt^rs for the 
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same respectivelj, and the elections for Delegates to a Conven- 
tion, and the returns of siich election, shall be held fmd made in 
the manner Drescribed by law for regulatmg elections for mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, but the Convention shall judce of 
the qi^^cations. of ii^ members. • 



/ ARTICLE XV. 

SEAT OF GOVBBNMENT. " * 

The Seat of Government shall be and remain permanent at the 
City of T^ahassee, until otherwise provided for by the action 
of a Convention of the people of the State. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

GENERAL PROVISJOKS. 

1. Whereas, slavery has been ili iili 1 1 i| m i|l i "I'Hi I' I the 
Government of the United ( id n (Im i wiH' in illii i slavery nor 
invcJuntary aArvit^i/|ftj>^a]y L^mrm^f! ftYiat. in this State, except as 
a punishnient for crimes, whereof the party shall have been con- 
victed by the courts of the State, and all the inhabitants of the 
State, without distinction of color, are free, and shall enjoy the 
rights of person and property without distinction of color. 

2. In all criminal proceedings founded upon injury to a colored 
person, and in all cases affecting the rights and remedies of col- 
or^ persons, no person shall be incompetent to testify as a wit- 
ness on account of color ; in all other cases, the testimony of col- 
ored persoBs shall be excluded, unless made competent by j^ture. 
legislation. The jury shall judge of the credibility of the testi- 
mony. , 

3. The Jurors of this State shall be* white men, possessed of 
such qualifications as may be prescribed by law. 

4. Treason against the State shall' consist only in levjdng war 
against it, o^in ^cjhering to its enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. , "No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the 
testim,ony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or his confes- 
sion ip open court. 

5. Divorces from the bonds of matrimony shall not be' allowed 
but by tili^ judgme[nt of a court, as shall be prescribed bylaw. 

6v Tth^ General Assembly shall declare by law what parts of 
the common law, and what parts of the civil law, not inconsistent 
with il^e Constitution, shall be in force in this State. 

7. The 9^flis of officers directed to be taken under this Con- 
stitution, may be administered by any judge, or justice of the 
peace, in the State of Florida, until otherwise provided by law. 
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' . ARTICLE XVn. 

\ SCHBDIJLI! AND OEDmANpB.' 

1. All laws of the State passed during and since the tenth ses- 
sion of the Legislature thereof, in i860, not repugnant to the 
Constitution of this State, or of the Unit;ed States, shall be valid ; 
all writs, actions, prosecutions, judgments and decrees^ of the 
courts o:P the State, all executions and sales made thereunder, 
and all acts, orders and proceedings of the Judges of Probate, 
and of Executors, Administra-tors, Guardians and Trustees, pro- 
vided they were in conformity to the laws then iti fbrce, and not. 
fraudulent, shall be as valid as if made under the ustial and ordi- 
nary legislation of the country, provided that the same be not 
repugnant to the Constitution of the Sta^e >and of the United 
States. ^ 

?. All fines, penalties, forfeitures, obligations and . escheats, 
heretofore accruing to the State of Florida, and not made unlaw- 
ful by the Constitution or laws of the United States, shall continue 
to accrue to the use of ^J^e State. 

3, All recognizances heretofore taken shall remain valid, and 
all bonds executed to the Governor of the State of Florida, either 
before or since the first day of January, 1861, or to any other 
officer of the State in his official capacity, shall be of full force and 
virtue for the uses therein respectively expressed, and may be 
sued for and recovered accordingly; and all criminal prosecu- 
tions and penal actions which have arisen may- be prosecuted to 
judgpient and execution in the name of the State. 

4, The Provisional Governor of this State is hereby requested 
to authorize the civil 9fficers of this State who wer^ discharging^ 
the duties of their offices prior" to, or during the month of May, 
A. D. 1865, to resume the exercise of the functions of their respec- 
tive officies, and to make such other appointments to offiee as may 
be necessary or proper to reorganize or re-establish the civil gov- 
ernment of this State ; and all actions at law, or suits in chancy, 
or any proceeding pending in any of the courts in this State, prior 
to, or during the Said month of May, A. D. 1866, and either be- 
fore or subsequent to the IQth day of January, A. D. 1861, shii^ 
continue in all respects valid, and tnay be prosecuted to judg- 
ment and- decree; and all judgments and decrees rendered' in 
civil cases in any of the courts m this State during the period of 
time last above specified, and not repugnant to the constituticAi 
of the tjnited States, are hereby declared of full force, ^Kdit^ 
and effect. ^ ^ 

5, The Provisional Governor of the State is hereby requested 
and authorized, at as early a day as practicable, to issue writs of 
election to the proper officers in the different counties in thk 
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State, and make proclamation for an election for Qovemor, Lieu- 
tenant G^overnor,- Secretary of State, Tretuiurer, tCompttoIter of 
Pnbli<i Aeoounts, Attolt^ey Gihieral, Circuit Judges, Ju^e of 
Probate, Sheriffs, Clerks ot Circuit Courtg^ SoUcitot^Il^pteseii- 
tative in CongrefiS, Senators and Bepresentatires of the General 
Assembly, CoxiJaisr Commissioners, Coroners, Justices of the 
Peace, County Smfveyors, and all other officers provided for ^j 
thisC)nstitation* - The said election shall beheld on the 29th 
day oiNoyemb^, A. D. 1865« • Tlie ssdd . election shall Be oo^i- 
ductei according to the existing laws of the State of Floridii, 
and Etiall takd place on the^ same day throughout the State, 
the returns to be mad6 according to law. The members of the 
'Gene*al AssemWy so elected shall Assemble on the 8d Mon- 
•day in December, A. D. 1865. The Governor,* Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary of State. Treasurer, Comptroller of Public 
Acccunts, Attorney General, Circuit Judges, Judges of Probate, 
• Shenffe, Clerks of Circuit Courts, Solicitors, Representative in 
Congress, Senators and.Representatives of th^ General Assembly, 
Comty Commissioners, Coroners, Justices of the Peace, County 
Surveyors and all other officers provided for by this Constitution, 
shal enter upon the duties of their respective offic^es immediately 
afttr their election, and shall continue in office in the same man- 
nei and during the same period they would have done had they 
been elected on the first Monday in October, A..D, 1866. The 
Representative in Congress shall continue in office in the same 
mmner and during the same period he would have done, had he 
ben elected on the first Monday in October, A. D. 1865. 

). Th^ Statutes of Limitation shall not be pleaded upon any 
clam in the hands of any person whomsoever, not sued upon 
wlen such claim was not barred by the Statutes of Limitation on 
tb 10th day of, January, A. D) 1861. ' • 

7.' No law of this State providing that claims or demands 
apdnstthe estates of decedents, shall be barred if not presented * 
wthin two years, shall be considered as being in force within 
tbs State between the 10th day of January, 1861, and the 28th 
djy of October, 1865. 

Done in open Convention. In witness whereof, the under- 
siped, the President of said Convention, and Delegates present, 
representing the people of Florida, do herebj sign our names, 
tHs the seventh day of November, Anno Dommi, Eighteen Bun- 
dled and Sixty-five, and of the Independence of the United States 
. oi America the ninetifeth year, and the Secretary of ssdd Con- 
vHtion doth countersign the same. 

E. D. TRACY, President. 
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THOMAS BAI/rZELL, 
A. H. BUSBi, 
F. B. CALLAWAY, 
W. B. COOPER, 
W. R. C0ULTE31, 
R. H. M. DAVIDSON, 
ARTHUR J. FORMAN, 
ALEXANDiai BELL, 
JAMES GETTIS, 
W. J. J. DUNCAN, 
JAS. D. GREEN, 
FRANCIS A. HENDRY, 
W. JAS.HINES, 
D. P. HOGUE, 
J. W. H. HOLDEN, 
JAS. F. P. JOHNSTON, 
WM. W. J. KELLY, 
J. M. LANDRUM, 
JESSE B. LASSrrER, 
FEUX LESLIE, 
DAN'L. G. LIVINGSTON, 
THOS. T. LONG, 
JAMES LOVE, 



JAMBS T. MAGBEE, 
S. TROUP MAXWEEL, 
ASA MAY, 
JOHN M<1.ELLAN, 
JAMES A. MIOELER, Jb. 
S. L. NIBLAfcK, 
' SILAS T. OVERSTREST, 
JAMES G.OWENS, 
JOHN C. RICHARD, 
JACKSON N. RICHABDS, 

A. RICHARDSON, 
W. WASH. SCOTT, 
MOSES SIMMONS, 
S. SPENCER, 

J. L. TAYLOR, 

G. K. W ALKE R, 

D. W. WHTTEHURST, . 

JAMES A;WIGGINS, 

B. D. WRIGHT, 
WM, WILSON, 
WM. CAPERS BIRD, 
WILEY W. WHIDDEN. 

A. J. PEELER, Secretary. 
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ORDINANCES. 



An Ordinance to annul the Ordinance of Seces^o^. 

Whereas, the People of the State of Florida are ^e^irous, in 
good faith, to restore the State to her fonnerpe^e^ relations 
with the IJnit^d States : therefore, 

£t it. ordained by tke People of the SUxU of Florida in Con- 
mniion aasenMed^ That the ordinance adop^ by the C<Hiyen* 
tion of the People on the lOth day of January, A, D. 1861, 
known as the secession ordinance, be and the same is hereby 
stnnnlled. 

Done in open Convention, October 2dth, 1865. 



[No, 2.] 

An CMinance to provide for tt^e p^ and mileage of the member^ and 
other expenses of the Onvention. 

Shc. 1. Be U ordained by the jP^<^ of the State of Florida 
"in Convention aesembl^^ That the Provisidnal Gtevemor of this 
State be empowered and attthorized to bbrrow a sum of money 
mdBci^t to pay and discbarge thepa^ and milea^ of the mem> 
bers of this Convention, its officers, and all incidental expenses, 
and that he be anthorized to sign a bond $)r the ji^vment of the 
money borrowed, witji interest thereon, hot exceeoing the rate 
of ^gbt pel* centum per i^nnam ; the said bond to be pa^ and 
discharged otit of the first money \ collected and paid into the 
IVeasnry^ which maybe sufficient for that purposie. 

Bec. 2; Be it fi^'ther ordtdned^ That, in defatilt of the ability 
ot thQ Pirovidonal Governor to boi*row the said^sttm of mdney, 
lie3>e'authori2ed to issue ceitificat^s of indebt^llessP to defray 
dieaforesaid pay land expenses, Which certMcates shall be made 
t>ayable to the pei^on or bearer, and" shall be received in paym^t 
of sU public aues, and b^ first paid in preference to any' other 
dalm or demand against the Statd, out of anv money hereafter 
ooUectdd and paid into the Treasure. ' I ' ' 

Sbc. 3. JSe it further ordained^ That the pay Qf the members 
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of this Convention shall be a per diem of five dollars, and mile- 
age at ten oaais per n^ilo^'ea^i ifAv. 



Sec. 4. Be U farther ord&ihed^ That the pay of the officers of 
this Convention shall be as follows : The Secretary shall receive 
for his services eight dollars" per day, and. each of his assistants 
shall receive for their services six dollars per day ; the Sergeant- 
at-Arms shall receive for his services six dollars per day ; the 
Door-Keeper for his services six dollars per day ; and the Mes- 
senger for his services six dollars per day. 

Sec. 5. Be it further otdainedj That the Secretary of the 
Convention be and he is herieby ai^thorized to audit, the accomit 
of the members and all other expenses,, i^nd upon a certificate,, 
signed by the President and Secretary, the same shall be paid by 
the Provisional Governor as hereinbrfore provided. 

Done in open Convention, Kov. 4, 1865. 



[No. 3.] 



An ordinance to repeal certaUn ordihances and acta therein mentioned, and 
for other pu^)ose8. 

Sec. 1. BeU ordained ^/the J^eopk\qfthe StcUe of FlwiM 
in Convention (issembledy That all ordinances and resolutions 
^^etpfbre pawed by any Conventicm.pf tte. peppte of this.gute, . 
and, all acta an4 reaolutions of the Ckn^r^ Assembly of this State^ 
CQoflictuig or incon«istent ^ith th^ ConstitaUoDi . of tlj^ United 
States aid of th^ St^. of FIpri4a« ajad in deroflpatipa of tW Qx- 
is^ce pr. position of this JState as one of the united States of 
America, Mjjandthft same are hereby repealed. . 
, SffQ. 2, Toat all Iji^wful and tc^gi^^ aot^ of tb^ tie^e^ llxepu- 
tive^ Judicial And Hinist^rial )offi{Qers of tnis 3tat^, fiince the 10th 
day of JanniMrf, A. D^ . J861, bean4 the aape are hereby declared 
to be in all r^^pacta r^folar, valid 9qd ju^tifi4>l^ , «^ ' 

Ssa 3. That itt/shalT he th^ dut^ of the General\ AssenJUy to 
make proyision whereby persons wb,p b^ld office^ ti^d|ej t^e Uni- 
ted States in. ihis Stiaite^ on.pr. before the iOth day ^t Janua,ry, 
A^D. 19i61, may ba reim^pi:8ed or, held .without .damage ifor 
monies, pr oti^ property in the^r possessions belonging to tlie 
Govemn^ent of the.Uni^d States, and wbi9^ were by th^m turned 
over or' paid %o A^ 'fjceaijiry or^ovemment oC lie Sj^ate.^ ! ,. 

Sec. 4. That all marriages U> wi^ich there was no legal wpe^- 
m^Qt, f(olemoized in tfais; 9tate, sii^Moe th^ ipth d^y of January, 
A. D. 1861, by 'an ordained minister of the gospel. Justice of the 
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Peace, judicial officer of this State, Notary Public, or commis- 
sioned officer in the army or navy of the XJnited States, shall be, 
and the same are hereby declared to be legal and binding, to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever. 
Done in open Convention, Nov. 4, 1865. 



[No:4.] 
An Ordinance on Vagrancy. 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by tM People oftJie State of Florida 
in Conventio7i assemUedy That upon complaint made on oath 
before a Justice of the Peace, Mayor, Alderman, or Intendant of 
Police, or a Judge of the Circuit Court, that any person, able to 
work or otherwise to support himself in a reputable way, is wan- 
dering or strolling about, or leading an idle or profligate or im- 
moral course of life, to issue his warrant to the sheriff or any 
constable, commanding him to arrest the party accused and bring 
him before such Justice of the Peace or other officer, and if the 
said officer should be satisfied, by the testimony, of the guilt of 
the accused, the said officer shall require him to enter into bond, 
payable to the Governor of Florida and his successors in office, 
in studi stim a^ the s^d pfficer may prescribe, not to exceed five 
hundred dollats, \^h sufficient security, to be approved by said 
officer, for ]m good behavior and future industry for one year, 
andupou his fiSiiag or refusing to give such security, he sh^l be 
committed and indicted as a vagrant, and on conviction, shaU be 
punirik^d by a fiue not exceeding five hundred dollars,' anij im- 
prisoned for a tinpie not ejcoeeding twelve months, or by being: 
sold for a term not exceeding twelve months, at the discretion of 
the court, and that this ordmance shall be in force only until the 
General Assembly shall make provision on this subject. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the General Asseinbly to pass 
such laws as it may deem best calculated to prevent vagrancy in 
this State. 

Done in open Convention, Nov. 4, 1865. 



[ No- 5. ] 

An Ordinwice to continue in force certain acts therein mentioned. 
Sec. 1. Be it ofdainedby the People of the State of Floridu 
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in Convention assembled^ That all acts and amendments hereto- 
fore passed in relation to the municipal governments of the cities 
of Pensacola and Apalachicola, not repugnant to the Constitution 
of the United States, be and the same are hereby declared to be 
in full force. 

• Sec. 2. An election for Mayor and other municipal officers maX 
be held on the fourth Monday in November, 1865, under the 
rules prescribed in the charters of said cities ; and the Mayor and 
other members of the city government so elected, shall continue 
in office as though they were regularly elected on the election 
• day fixed in the respective charters of the cities of Pensacola and 
Apalachicola. 

Sec. 3. That all acts and amendments thereto, relating to the 
Alabama and Florida Railroad, be and the same are bereby con- 
firmed and declared to be in full force. 

Done \n open Convention, Nov. 6, 1865. 



[ No. 6. ] 

An Ordinance in relation to the State Treasury N6tes. 

Be it ordained by the PeopU of the State of Florida in C<m- 
vention assembled^ That all State Treasury Notes issued, and all 
other liabilities contracted by the State of Florida, on or after 
the lOth day of January, A. D. 1861, to the 25th day of October^ 
A. D. 1865, except such liabilities as may be due to thie Seminary 
and School funds, and such other liabDities as are provided for 
by this Constitution, be and are declared void, and the G^aeral 
Assembly shall have no power to provide for the payment of tie 
same or any part thereof. 

Done in open Convention, Nov. 6, 1665. 



[ No. 7. ] 

An Ordinance in relation to State Liabilities. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of Florida in Cm- 
vention assembled^ That the ordinance in relation to State lia- 
bilities and Treasury Notes, shall not be construed to invalidate, 
impair, or make void any bona fide contract or liability of the 
State of Florida, incurred or undertaken prior to the date of the 
ordinance of secession : Provided,, That this orflinance shall not 
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apply to any claims which have heretofore been declared fraudu- 
lent or have been rejected by tlie State. 

Done in open Convention, Nov. 7, 1865. • 



[No. 8.] 
An Ordinance in reference to contracts made during the late war. 

Sec. 1. Beit ordained by the People of the State of Florida 
in Convevition assembled^ That in all proceedings in the courts 
of this State founded upon a contract or contracts made and en- 
tered into during the late war between the United States and 
the late Confederate States, the courts are hereby authorized to 
admit testimony as to the value of the property or consideration 
contemplated by the parties to said contracts, and to instruct the 
jury to find accordingly, provided that the defendant shall allege 
by plea under oath, and prove to the satisfaction of the jury, that 
the currency contemplated in the payment of said contract or 
contracts, was Confederate or State Treasury notes, or upon what 
basis the consideration, or the value of the property or its use, 
which was estimated at the time of the formation of said contract 
or contracts. _, 

Sec. 2. Be (i further ordained^ That Executors, Administra- 
tors, Trustees, and Guardians, are hereby authorized by and with 
the approval of the Probate Court to compromise with persons 
against whom they hold notes or claims made during the war 
aforesaid, upon the basis of the real value of the property or con- 
sideration for which said notes were given, or upon which said 
claims were founded. 

Done in open Convention, Nov. 7, 1865. 



[No. 9.] 

An Ordinance tor the Relief and Protection ot certain persons 
therein named. 

Sec. 1. Be it Ordained by the People of the State of Florida 
in Conveyition assembled^ That in all cases in which judgment 
or decrees of the courts of this State have -been rendered against 
parties in the military service, whether such parties were de- 
fendants or plaintiffs in their own right, or as the representatives 
ol others, the said parties shall have the right of rehearing, new 
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trial or appeal for six months after the reorganization of the State 
Government imder this Constitution, and no execution or other 
process shall issue under such judgment or decree until after the 
expiration of six mouths, provided that the party asking for such 
rehearing, new trial, or appeal, shall make it appear to the satis- 
faction of the court that ^e case on his part has not been fully 
heard upon the merits, before such motion shall be granted. 

Done in open Convention, Nov. 7, 1865. 
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RESOLUTIONS 



[ No. 1. ] 

A Resolution making it the duty of the Secretarf of the Conrention to 
have published and to distribute the Ordinances and Constitution adopted 
by the Convention, and for other purposes. 

Hesolvedy That, as soon as practicable after the adjournmeMt 
of this Convention, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
same, to have published the ordinances and Constitution adopted 
by this Convention, with a general index thereto, and with such 
marginal notes and references as may be proper, and that, when 
so published, he shidl send to each member of this Convention 
three copies of said ordinances and Constitution, T^th t^ree 
copies of the journal of proceedings; and that for his services he 
shall recdve such compensation as may be fixed by the next 
. General Assembly. 

Skc. 2. JBe it further resolvedj That wh^i the Secretary shall 
have discharged the duties required of him hy this resolution, he 
shall file with the Secretary of State all the enrolled ordinances 
and the Constitution adopted, with all other books and papers 
remaining in his hands and appertaining to the proceedmgs of 
this Convention. 

Adopted in open Convention, Nov. 3, 1865. 



[No. 2.] 
A Resolution in reference to Jefferson Davis of Mississippi 

Whbbeas, the Convention of the State of Florida feel deep so- 
licitude for the President of the late Southern Confederacy, 
Jefferson Davis, and being mindful that he was but an instru- 
ment of the people of the Southern States, and guilty only to 
the extent of others, who have already been pardoned for the 
same ofience^ and respectfully suggesting that in his release 
the Government would illustrate its wisdom, magnanimity and 
clemency, not only to the people of the United States, but the 
world at lar^e : 
JResolvedy Thjat his Excellency, Andrew Johnson, President of 

the United States, whose administration has been signalized in a 
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most extraordinary degree by the great virtues of clemency and 
mercy, be requested to extend a pai-don to the said Jefferson 
Davis. 

Eesolved further^ That the President of this Convention be 
requested to communicate this Resolution to his Excellency, 
President Johnson. 

Adopted in open Convention, N'ov. 4, 1865. 



[No.3.] 

A Resolution in reference to S. R Mallory, and others, of Florida. 

WHEtuBAS, the Convention in common with the people 6f Florida, 
take a deep interest in their eminent felloe- citizens, the Hon- 
orable D. L. Yulee, S. R. Mallory, and Gov. A. K. Allison,<now 
fori a long time detained in confinement 'by th« General Gov- 
ernoaent, and feeling assured that they are not oiily well dis- 
posed, and loyal to the Government, but by their talents, ener- 
gy and fair standing, would exert a favorable influence in re-, 
storing order and prosperity to the State, in her. present dis- 
turbed condition, whilst their own private affaire and the. con- 
dition of th^ir families requiro also their presence at home : 
Be it therefore resolved by this' Co7ive7iUon^ That a ideputation 
consifijting of three persons, be selected by the Coinvention: to 
wait upon the President of the United States at an early period, 
and respectfully to present the cogent claims of these individuals 
to his clemency, and to express to him the great gratification it 
would afford the Convention and People of Florida to have their 
speedy release. 

Adopted'in open Convention^ Nov. 4, 1865. 



[No, 4.'] 

A Resolution requesting his Excellency the Provision !>l Governor to ap- 
point a Comii^jssion of three qualified gentiiemen to examine apid report 
to the next session of the General Assemb% for thuii" iUition thereupon, 
certain matters therein mentioned.. 

i2650^ye^. That his Excellency, the Provisional Governor, be 
requested to appoint a commission of three quail fjod gentlemen to 
examine and report to the next session of the Oeneral Assembly, 
for their action thereupon, the changes and ariendments to be 
made to the existing statutes, and the additions required thereto. 
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so as to cause the same to conform to the requisitions of the 
amended Constitution, and with reference especially to the al- 
tered condition of the colored race, imder the operation of the 
President's Proclamation of emancipation, and the action of this 
Convention. 

Adopted in open Convention, Nov. 6, 1865. 



[No. 5.] 

A Resolution requesting his Excellency the Provisional Governor to exert 
himself to have removed jfrom the interior of the State, at as early a day 
as possible, the Colored Troops of the United States, and for other 
pusposes. 

JResolvedy That his Excellency the Provisional Governor be 
respectfully requested to exert himself to have removed from the 
interior of the State, at as early a day as possible, the Colored 
Troops of the United States, and to the end that good order and 
peace may be preserved, the Provisional Governor is hereby au- 
thorized to organize the Militia forces of this State for such pur- 
poses, when in his opinion it may be necessary. 

Adopted in open Convention, Nov. 6, 1865. 
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